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PEEPACE. 



WiLiiiAM Palmeb, the Poisoner, has parsed by a terrible and opprobrious 
death to the bar of a more awful tribunal, and to the presence of a mightier 
audience than that before which he publicly stood for so many days in London. 
For what other deeds he has to be there arraigned we shall never Imow in this 
world. Enough, however, has been proved, to the satisfaction of all thinking 
minds, to consign him to a drtom which could not have been aggravated on 
earth had everything of which he was guilty been adduced. It is no subtle or 
recondite moral that his fate inculcates. More than once of late years, he has 
had large sums of money in his possession, and yet, from the moment of his 
first frauds, he never regained a chance of independence or of solvency^ since 
the same epoch, he endeavom-ed to parry immediate and pressing dangers, by 
incurring progressively higher and worse risks, which were not to be so instan- 
taneously encountered, but which were inevitable in their own time — until, 
from ihe fraud of a biU which there was no rational prospect of meeting when 
due, he advanced to the deeper fraud of forged acceptances, continually renewed 
by fresh forgeries ; and so, step by step, to the plunder of insurance companies 
by means of policies made available through the assassination of the insured ; 
and, lastly, to robbery with his own hand at the death-bed of the man whom 
he had murdered. 

Not for one instant, in spite of the enormous amounts for which he laid his 
schemes, could he see his way towards clearing himself; and not for one in- 
stant, despite of a certain superficial popularity among his coarse associates, 
could he say to himself that he was safe. Had he purchased by that certainty 
of ruin, more or less speedy, in which he involved his affairs, and by those still 
more terrible and more fatal uncertainties with which he begirt the duration of 
his existence, as well as the mode of its close — ^had he thus purchased some of 
the most exquisite delights and the chief enjoyments of which man is susceptible, 
the cost would still have been insensate. But— having started with fair oppor- 
tunities and ample means — ^it was for the sake of that hideoujs and dark career 
to which we have alluded — ^it was for the sake of that life of forlorn makeshifts, 
of mysterious expedients, of imintermitted alatm, struggle, and anxiety — ^for 
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the sake of this wretched, troublous, crazed, hurrying, and desperate existence, 
that he chose to bring himself at the age of thirty-two, or very little more, to 
the terrible and ignominious death which he publicly underwent on the gallows 
in front of Stafford gaol. ^ 

The moral is trite and obvious. It is not on every nature that the influences 
which led Palmer to destruction would have proved so malign; but they were 
not the less evil in themselves, and they are not the less a danger. The 
unbridled impatience to grow rich quickly, the excitement of a gambling Wi 
and the ever deepening debasement of unprincipled companionship, will pro- 
duce their natural fruit in a great many characters who might otherwise have 
remained innocent of at least the more dreadM forms of crime. 

As to the guilt of the wretched man, the certainty of it is such as may safely 
set the public conscience at rest It is true, the proofs in this case were 
exclusively circumstantial. But we would reniind all who may not have ac- 
curately reflected on this interesting subject, that no proofs can possibly be so 
satisfactory as those derived from circumstantial evidence, where the chain of 
that evidence is really complete. And why ? Because, however trustwortjhy 
witnesses may be, they still are liable, when deposing to the fact itself at issue, 
itself controverted (instead of to a multiplicity of seemingly minor circum- 
stances) — ^however trustworthy witnesses may be, they are liable to be swaye4 
by a thousand feelings — ^by pity, terror, hope, fear, by likes and dislikes ; — 
whereaa circumstances have neither likes nor dislikes, no passions, no emotions, 
no interests to wai^) their testimony or cloud their judgment. It may be said 
that it is living witnesses, after all, who depose to those circumstances them- 
selves. True ; but so far as each is severally concerned, these circumstances 
do not appear necessarily connected with the actual deed, or with its disturb- 
ing spectacle. No one individual circumstance would of itself convict the 
accused ; it is the chain of them which involve him, and that chain is formed 
out of the depositions of a multitude of different persons, who not only could 
not possibly have concerted such a mutually explaining body of proofs, but 
who are many of them strangers to each other, and are, like all numerous 
masses of individuals, actuated by various interests, objects, and passions. The 
obvious impossibility of jointly inventing this complete plot of inferential proof 
— ^an impossibility inherent in the very nature of circumstantial evidence— 
where every fact would he indifferent only for its perfect concordance with ev§ry 
other fact^ and where each of these facts is attested by a distinct witness un" 
connected, and often imacquainted, with his fellow deponents ; this impossi- 
bility constitutes the superior strength of circumstantial evid^ce, in comparison 
with that direct testimony about the main issue itself, which testimony can be, 
and too often is, suborned on either side. 
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CHAPTER^!.. 

BJJCUEB'd AVCBSTO^fl — THB POUITDEB OP THE PAilCBB PAMELT— HIS WIDOW AKD ESB 

BEPUTBD LOTBBS. 

P ihe liTea of the great and good are deserving of being written 
_ far tlic admiration of succeeding generations, and to excite those 

who rttudy them to the practice of brave and virtuous actions, 
^ tbo Ciircers of great criminals are equally worthy of being 

recordodj that their misdeeds may become the abhorrence of 
V postevity, and that all who ponder over their wretched courses 

may tiikfi warning by the rapid progress with whiclf, after the 

first fiilae step, they too surely enter upon their downward path 

of LTiniC. 

Amung this class of lives, few are so pregnant with warning 
OS that of the man whose name has hung incessantly on the lips . 
of people of aU classes and conditions, for weeks — nay, for 
months past ; the long catalogue of whose victims, as one fresh case after another emerged into the 
l^ht, sent a thrill of indignant horror throughout the land ; and whose conviction has calmed 
that just apprehension which existed in the minds of all thoughtful men, with regard to the 
flecnrity of life in this country, against the insidious arts of the skilled secret poisoner. iN'eed 
we say that we allude to the notorious William Palmer, of Rugeley* ♦ 
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10 THE LIFE OF WILLIAM PALMEE. 

* This wretched num seems to have sprang from a bad stock, for it is currently reported 
ihronghout the midland counties, that old Bentley, William Palmer's grand&ther, by thd 
mother's side, was a kind of bully to a woraaii who kept a brothel in a bade street in Derby. 
She is represented as being an ignorant woman, of somewhat Miad tcttractions, who, with an 
eye to the main chance, was continually sending Bentley (then a young man) with money 
to.the bank. But Bentley, who had also an tiyeio the main chance^ put it in in his own name^ 
and thus, in the course of a few yeafes, oeotrived to amass a large sum of money. In the 
meanwhile, Bentley had not bosn true- to ^e dubious attractions of his mistress, and as she 
had a very foul tonguey4Miiaiirather faawry hans^in the course of mutual explanations, they 
Ml to blows, the- CQnseqfwma^f which were, thaivbe drew out hU money (as he now called 
it) from the bank, to tbie^ aitoiL and oonsternatfMK <^^Miss Margaret Taff, or, as she waa 
more familiarly styled, Bsgp' '^l^'^- of Iffieldover^' Mi her threats of prosecution he merely 
laughed, like a pleasant nMaiiaa^h»:w«i$ and m iitinttaad^ or rather in the very night foUow* 
ing, he decamped, taking wHb bSbn thb^sfipil, whidkanaHated in round numbers to £560. 

With this simi we find Mr. Bentl^tuming up at Longway House, near Lichfield, with a 
wife and a daughter ; the wife, a lady of whose anteeedenfcs nothing is known, except that 
■he was a Mrs. Sharrod; the daughter, the present MtSi. Balmer, seok, ^nJaiQ^ it is reported^ 
nsed to visit Lichfield market with peidltgr>vbiiiMeE,.i«d eggs^ the produce>*of the fimn which 
her father occupied. From Longwa^H6iise» this fiimily removed to Cleat Hi£l, and thence to 
Ashton Hays, in the parish of Kings Bromley. Mr.^Bentley, by. the^ judicious use which he had 
made of Pegg Taffs round hundreds, was now, to all appearances, a respectable man, well to 
do in the world. In this position we will leave him to say a few words* about his son-in-law^ 
the fiEither of the present Pakner generation. 

Bentley's daughter was a prudent young l^y, who thought it not amiss to have a couple of 
stiings to her bow. She was courted by Mr, Hodson, the Marquis of Anglesea's steward, and 
by a young sawyer of tl^e name of Palmer. The sawyer, whom everybody speaks of as a 
coarse, vulgar ftUow, fimcying that :the Marquis's ste^raxd was afanost fyaad enough of Ami. 
' Bentley to marry her, saved him the trouble by maziTijig her himself. Mr. Hodson is said to 
have proved none the less fond of Sarah Palmer than he had been of Sarah Bentley ; and 
while he was paying his court to her, her husband was quietly marking the Marquis of 
Anglesey's timber, which is a very innocent practice in itself but when by marking 
them 1, 1; 2, 2; 3, 3; instead of 1, 2, 3, Palmer could get six at the price of three, or 
better still, ten at the price of one, for we were informed by an old man who carted timberr J 
for old Palmer, that he had seen ten No. tens come in one day fromStroughborough Paik — yoxiL 
can ima^ne that, even after "going snags ^' with the steward Hodson, he still was in afaii) 
way to make his fortune. He evidently thought so, fi>r he took extensive premises at Rngeleyj 
buHt a fine house, began to keep servants, and, in fact, accumulated moaaj. , Then he fell ix^ 
with the steward of the Bagot estate, with whom he was also in the habit of "going snags,'^ 
and these sums of compound addition were worked out again with similar results. Finally^ 
he fell in with* the lease of the East Collieries at Brereton, and might now be considered a rich 
and prosperous gentleman. 

But one day tins rich and prosperous gentleman came in firom }n» iamber^yavd to dinner. j| 
lie ate heartily, seemed to be quite well, and' to be enjoying Inms^. H^^vas just finistriitg fal^ 
dinner when he fell bade with his bk^ad md cheese cltitched in his hand-^-dead* wHhoiKft 
awori;/ 
This happened, we believe, in IBSTT The will which- old' lUmer Hft'-beUbocI'^ Um ^ 
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'feKigned, and it is undentood tiiat Joseph, the eldest son, ^fvho 'woM.' have- taken all the 
freehold property in his own right, exeeoted a deed to the efi^i^t hefaid'hi» brdilien 
i^nld have 07,OOf> each, and* that the old lady should haye the remainder, and the laaided 
I*operty, fbr her lifetime ; she, howerer, engaging not to many. 

'^ Hrs. Palmer's solicitor repeatedly told Joseph that he "vnmld repent it some day; and in fact 
yefosed to ha^e the deed executed by which Joseph dispossessed hinrself-of so^mudb property 
unless another solicitor was called in. Joseph then had his own solidtor, and for some time 
Bad t^oiightB of backing out, but eventually he signed the deed. , 

■ , The body of the old man was laid in Rugeley church yard, and a tomb erected abov« hit 
grave. He had risen to wealth and respectability, and deserved, according to the "notions of 
Mb hdrs, to have a Gbrecian tomb placed over his '^dust and ashes," with iien nuls to keep off 
tile curioulB intruder. A man that leaves £70,000 behind him deserves sometiiing better than 
a-grass mound to mark his last resting-place. He sprang from nothing, but he nraski't end 
so. He must be made a good deal of. 

On the stone slab above the tomb — ^that kind of death's visitor's-book, where all who enter 
liftve their names written down, — ^is insoribed, in deeply-cut letters that will bear much wear 
and tear befbre t^ey -are worn away, '^In a vault beneath are interred the remains of Joseph 
Palmer,'' together with his age, and the date of his death. 

The sawyer^s wM.dw, in course of time, consoled herself for the loss of Tier spouse by other 
liMaefaments. One'of her £9tvoured swains was a strapping linendraper, named Xhsfiiy ; and at 
ffie "Shoulder of Mutton" pubHc-honse, in the Market-place of Rugeley, and dk»e to the 
^Cbwn Hall, there cooldbe seen, xmtil recently seized by the police, the love-letters w^ch the 
youthful, ffesdnating, and unfortunate Duffy is said to Have received from the aged, giddy^ 
and wealthy Mrs. Palmer, 

• ' The ** Shoulder of Mutton ** is a cottage with a tail roof, from which the bedroom windows 
Ibok out upon the street. Over the entrance-door is the painting of an immense should^ of 
inutton, only to be matched by the enormous dried hams showing through the passage windows 
In the front portion of the premises, the shelves are ornamented with sample-bottles of wines, 
and spirits, which at the first glance have the appearance of medicine bottles. There is also' 
d plaster cast of a cow, although no milk is to be purchased on the premises; and, unless the 
image should refer to "cream of the vaUey," it is totally out of place, and without meaning. 
' The taproom looks as if it had lately been added to the other portions of the house, for it 
Ifaa a small slate roof of its own, and is glaaaed -with heavy white sashes and small panes of 
glass, twelve to the square yard, and is entira^ out of character with the remainder of the; 
fioilding. 

* Thomas Clewley, the landlord, is a.fiDfi«l<ioMngf ^man, with white hair and a cherry-red faoe,. 
tba.t puts one in mind of. "trifle" at an eiHiinig^ party. Tb» statement he makes to hi» 
enstomers, respecting DufiysaaHt<iBlEe8/Bfa3^^ — 

"There was a strapping-Teifeikp>of'the moBot^'lkdl^ — a good-looking fellow — ^whoused to 
eofme to lodge with me. Hiwaft ratlar«ii>ddll dia^in^ the house, and he'd sit still and drink. 
He did not run up a very big- shofcit. TItbrfiintiiiBie her oiane here, Mr. William Palmer paid 
tor him. The second time he camD^.%Sfer,WlBiiisa'iBiSitai». told me he wouldn't pay^ so I gave 
^u% the bill, but he did not pay me then; he sai£!!lib»rilbuld have some money coming in a 
dAj or two. Soon after, he went out of the house mthout saying anything, and I xiever set 
eyes on him again. We gave him three or four years for coming back again ; but as he didn't 
cofoae, and his boxes began to smell very bad, my missus opened them — there was only a lot 
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of dirty shirtfl and things. He hadn't no clothing only what he had on his hack. In the 
trunks I found some letters, not put hy with any care, as if they were particular valuable, hut 
Just careless. They were only courting letters, and were from Mrs. Palmer (the old lady), 
written to him. . I should think Duffy was about forty years old, and Mrs. Pakner was from 
about fifty-flve to sixty. She has sons now as is above forty. I think Duffy was in the linen- 
drapery line. I never paid no more attention to him than that he was a traveller. The police 
has been here, and got Duffy's traps. . -. 

** The letters finished off with loving and kissing. They made appointments to meet at a 
many different places ; but I was in no way interested in theUr loves, and I never troubled my 
head about it ; it was the women as exposed the whole business — ^nobody would have seen *em 
or known anything about the letters if it had not been for them. I should have burned *em, 
or kept *em secret. No, I never charged sixpence a-head to see 'em; I only showed ^em for. a 
lark. The way in which they came to be seen was this — My missus got speaking of 'em, and 
one or two young chaps came here and gammoned the missus to show 'em. They spent one 
or two shillings in grog to have a look ; then come another and another, and at last I took 'em 
away ; but the missus got 'em again. There's no keeping the women quiet in these matters. 

" I can't say how many letters there was — ^they was mixed up with tradesmen's bills, and 
that sort of thing." 

l^r. Jerry Smith has long enjoyed the honour among the Bugeley people of being consider^ 
the fortunate successor of the truant Duffy ; and it will be remembered, that, during his ex- 
amination at Palmer's trial, the Attorney-General pressed him very closely on the point. As, 
however, when he was' asked whether any improper intimacy existed between Mrs. Palmer •' 
and himself, he went to the extent of saying, that he hoped rhot — ^that there ought not to be { 
any pretence for saying there was — with sundry other such-like denials, we suppose we may 
take it for granted that there is really no foimdation for the reports current in the town of 
Bugeley, and that aU the talk concerning Mrs. Palmer, sen., and Mr. Jerry Smith is a string 
of base fobrications from beginning to end. 
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CHAPTER IL 

•THE CHILDHOOD AHD SCHOOL-DATS OP WILLIAK PALlfSB — ^HIS APFBENTICESHIP TO BVAITB 
AND SONS, OP LIYXBPOOL — THB MISSING LBTTEBS, AND THE AB8TBACTED MONEY. 

WHEN old Palmer died he left behind him geven children, the issue of his 
marriage with Sarah Bentley. 

Joseph, the eldest son, was placed as an apprentice to the firm of 
Halhead, Fletcher, and Co., timber merchants, of Liverpool, in whose 
establishment he remained for between five and six years. He then 
left Liverpool, and returned to Rngeley, where he commenced business 
in his other's trade, combining with it that of a dealer in foreign 
I -^^ timber. Not long afterwards he was introduced to the fiunily of Mr. 

^ Milcrest, of Liverpool, and ere long married the eldest daughter, with 

whom he obtained a considerable fortune. Three years since he gave 
up the business of a timber merchant, and purchased a colliery at 
Cannock Chase, nea^ Walsall, but after working this colliery for a short time, and losing a few 
thousand pounds by it, he ultimately disposed of it, retired from business altogether, and now 
resides with his family in LiverpooL 

The second son is William, the subject of the present memoir. 

Geoi^, the next brother, is an attorney in Rugeley. He is also, by marriage, connected 
with a Liverpool fiimily, having married Miss Clarke, a daughter of Mr. Clarke, of Seacombe, 
formerly an iron merchant in Liverpool. 

Walter was the fourth son: of him we shall have to speak more particularly as our 
. xmrrative advances. 

The youngest son, Thomas, who is now a clergyman of the Established Church, is at the 
present time twenty-eight years of age, and is also an exceedingly pious young man. Like th 
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rest of his brothers, he was identified with Liverpool in his more youthful days, for he finished 
an apprenticeship commenced by his brother William, to Evans and Sons, chemists, of tha^ 
^ place. He showed early indications of a studious dispo^tion, and di^layed evidences of a serious^ 
and religious turn of mind. He was not long before he formed a determination to enter the 
church, and became a divinity student at St. Bees College. Here he remained for two yean^ 
and at the expiration of that time he entered into, holy orders, and is now residing at Ooton 
EhBs, ia Derbyshire. He it is who has recently published a pamphlet in defence of his brother; 
WiUiam, in which he speaks of him, as "that diirling brother,, the.playmate of my in&ncy, tl^ 
companion of my youthM sports, in whom i^y heart's*blood circulates, and with whom my love 
is entwined; whose -tongue never spoke fiilsely to one. of us, but to whose language we listened 
ever with i^ assurance in its integrity and its faith." 

- The eldest daughter married Mr. Hey wood, of Hayn'ood, and drank herself to death; aha 
is represented as a very bad character, and horrible rumours are circulated cotnfleming her^ 
which decency will not allow us even to allude to in print. 

The youngest daughter in no respect resembles her sister. Against her the finger 6f scandal 
has never daxed to point. She is a very quiet, unassuming, charitable girl, and. is a general 
&vourite; she is,la4y-li^e ^ appeaTance,.and is well;-informed and accomplished. There was a 
rumour that she had gone-mad since the termination of her brother's trial, but we are glad to. 
find that It is not true. 

The house in which most, if not all, of these children were born,, andin which the prosperous 
old sawyer — ^the founder of the Pabner fiunily — resided at the time of his death, and which, his 
^wMow still occupies, has been thus described by a clever correspondent of the " Illustrated 
THmes." ' 

" It is," he tells, us ** a handsome, comfortable-looking place, built of red brick. On one ti^ 
•next the graveyard, it is patched with a splendid ivy tree, that grows up to the very roof> and 
makes the walls look thick and smooth about the little window where the blind looks so white 
^m- contrast with the dark foliage. On the x)ther. side*, -next the canal, it is patcSied 
with a big, bidging, two-storeyed bow window, built of stone, which has no business to be there, 
for it is not in character, and looks tawdry. It is as if some idea had struck the tenant to 
improve the premises. The windows have sheets of plate-glass, and gay wire blinds, and ricli 
silken curtains, a good deal in the public^house style of "fao^." The other bow window 
behind has a much better effect, with its little panes, like those we see represented in the 
stems of old shipef, and agrees \Ath the countryfiedlooic of theareraaimng portions of the house. 

" Over the entrance-door is a white verandah, big enough^' l^e a summer-house, if there wer& 
any* creeping plants about it ; but it is nakod and carefully painted white. The Palmers tecB 
evideiftly peD]^e tdilike tiie sespectaMe look of fresh; paint, 'l^o^gstden in 'froatais; ]^kante^ 
with' large evergresos, clipped into a round form, «nd]iw2%gAa hi^y stiff «iid^ cultivated 
look, ^trhioh^iets . evwybodyfkovw thata^gfaMlBBer is kept, ^^tin^lnre the old iiShmfwid used to 
be. Olid wha4rwaaJdQBeeiCi;hi|Q|8^v«iiiarf, has be^ lawn 

leading do'URttd'iiiouBiUial. . iMBaw slffiiMilnvi^^beea/plajtti^tii^Bi^^ carrifeediive, but th^ 
are growix^i brown' at th0^(^'>inid look u^Mlifcfay. -ISieilildisnaie^iwhieh tmce /reafeed under 
the weight d&iincvy itaOLbm:,^mmxeB^4^\9iiS^Vke'w^^ a kindi<j^nrooden easixig 

over him 'to kBephimu^nmcthe^nun. AMopgi^BaFww ihajage/yaniiei^ :in the aOBikl, dranmi by a 
horse forced slaiitwfiys by ibhoHBfeaiiiJiqpnn^rtiie^-TQpe. TPheiiimm .^afct the iiiBliir.Aqnis. round to 
look at Mrs. Palmer's house, and keeps on gazing uisliil thetnMH^tlhe%n[id hide him from 
the sight. 
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' ^ At the . athffr end xif ihd tiiab6r.7tfd :are the remans of the .Ute stoGk-in-trade of. the 
liet^nwyer. The £a«r pUmks have growxi lHackr ^^ are.^ed .np together^ and fona a <oon« 
<^ttaeiitiiiO(»ti9g-placerforiike &wlf^ imd-fbr hanging jop linexL to diry. 

^ ^' If the ftont ofi thehoase has an Sropowng aegpect, th& hack , part» at least, lets you into the 
myateiy of ^i^e attempt that has heen anade to jobtain r the adiniration of the passer-l^ in the 
iBoad. The hoefc ?pi«mls»i ace.dixty^aad.Ml of. dirt Thegasden is imcultivatad» and the 
itionld trodden muter. ^>ot natal it has^grcwmas haxd.*as the remains of the graveL walks that 
^xrronnd them. ,aA.fewdiahch>i{tB hai^ jap tedYy;.aiid there are a water-^hntt, with ri^sty 
Imk^s, and a ;eoaob»hoase'aad 'Stable that a, London 'cabmanwonld not occii^. Here the 
carriage >wao kep^;. hare the man in H?«iy iued.to.,pat to when ordered to <eome round.' 
Hebod[yMVba««w:thiB haiidaome vehiMe sweeping soiadithe carnagerdxiTe, would imaginathat 
i^faad JQst eomeottt of^aiu^a lioyelo€a;8tahl9,,with.the black. thatch dropping away> and the 
iroodwork lookiBg t^ rotten eYeu.to busn. 

^In thJa .home 'WilUain;P4hB«r' was bosn, with two. churches looking down upon him, and 
IpMrestoaas saromid^aBd about. '.Hke nearer t^ chi^rch, the fiicther. from Gtod.' As he played 
mxaoa^ tibe tonbs, he oeroJd .learn that mensom^tsmeB, lived, like William Cope and John 
HaWBon; to he^ ijwini did 1;)^»e they 4i<NL He .cquld take'^mdi reading lessons as that on 
iii« niM>niiniijii|i-. BQEivtha gat^ with the^aacYed letters npw fille!d.in with green moss^-^ 

' Praises on tombs are trifles vainly spent ; 
A man's good lua&frisrfaia best moniiihent.' ^ 

The morning after Palmer's birth, the apprentice of a grocer, carrying on business Teiy 
nearly opposite the house at Bugeley, where 'William Palmer first sawihe light, was sent 
by bis mistress with her respectful compliments to know how'l&s. Palmer and 'the baiby were. 

Some thirty-two years afterwards, tiiis apprentice rose to be a London aldierman, takes his 
«eat, in his official capacity, on the bench at the Central Criminal Court during the trial of 
William Palmer for murder ! ' 

It is the nearest approach that we have yet met with in real life, towards realising the 
climax of Hogarth's glorious series of the " Apprentices," where the '' industrious appren« 
tice, arrived at the dignity of a^^ndge, has the idle apprentice brought before him, charged 
iwith murder," 

The Alderman to whom our anecdote refers, is Mr..Thomas Sidney, late M.P. for Stafford. 

William Palmer, as a chUd, was noted for a gveat ^display 4if amiability and kindness, but 
lie was also noted for gceat cruelty towards animals, and for indaJgiiig in general mischief in 
a sly underhand way; he haa been known to torture animals, aad even iaaects, and to play 
tricks ydth aged pe9^1e,vwheahe thought there was no opportunity^^ being d«te<^ed; but in 
public, he was alw|^8-<^BIffloaBly helping somebody, as thoi^ it wereiios wiak^tomake himself 
generally agreeable. ^He was bom, in the year ^24, at the house in, 'Baafgehy which his 
mother now occu^i^^'»add was christened on the 2l8t of October^ aocopdisg to the following 
certificate: — 

"BAPTISM. 
<< October 21a/y.l824— WILLIAK,i4»n of lOaMfffemidfiAEAH FALHH^ EuosiST, Tiinber 
Merchant, 

"CHARLES'IKGE, Vicar:* 

** The aboye is a true copy, taken from the parish register, this 9th day of June, 1856. 

• "T. D. ATKINSON, Vlcar.»» 
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Littie*, a sawyer, an old man who was working in Palmer's fifcher's yard when each of fhe 
diildren were born, and knew the whole of the fiunily, and who has, morebyer, nursed W^iBim^ 
Palmer many a time, Ai^nishes the foUowhig particnIarB ^ his early days. He says, "tt^ 
father was very strict with his children generally; made them play in the yard, and wodl^ 
not let them go into the Tillage ; hut they were allowed to go wild after the father's desA^' - '^i 

'' The fiither never flogged WHliam so mneh as he cBd the others ! No, sir, William was not m 
particular favourite, but he was not so wild as the others, Walter in particular. ^ 

** Old HrS. Palmer was very fond of her children, but especially fimd of Joseph. ' ^o 

^ Well, perhaps, he wasa little sly. Tou see young men will be young men, and Williaxn wtd 
quieter like ! Yes, sir, Walter was very racketty— and not So good-natured aa WDliaxn. - » 

** William was the best-natured of all the brothers ; id ftyab, sir, the people round about u^ed 
to say he was the best of the bunch. Pve often carried him through the fields in my armi^f 
we used to play together at marbles. I never saw him in a b^ temper. Ko, sir, a better 
tempered or more generous child there never was ; he was a very nice young g«otkman. > " o 

** When a baby he was very fet and lustr— *ut the fkmily were all very &t and luit. NoBor 
of them could walk before sixteen or eighteen months. No, sir, WiUiam Palmer never played 
at the racketty games like his other brothers, Walter fbr instance. William was raj fond of 
marbles, baill, and sometimes tipcat. Oh, yes, he played very well with them; he waa^a^ 
capital aim at marbles. - ' 

** Tes, rar, he did go to Bonney's, and he went to Clark's before that^ sir. Tou see Ckrk had 
the grammar school before Bonney ; but Clark died, and then Bonney came. William and hia 
brothers were day-scholars; the school is the next house to Mrs. Palmer's. Bonney wa^ 
Teckonod. a very clever schoolmaster. ^ 

" Yes, William Palmer was just as generous when he grew up ; he never forgot an old fectfi 
Why he never met me but he said * Littler, will you have a glass of something to drink.' • He 
gave a deal to the poor, he was very charitable and kind. > 
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::; Several of Palmer'f sdioolfeUows, with whom we have spoken, describe hun while at 
Boaney's, as having been " always up to his tricks ;" and mention that it was a freqnent habit 
vf his to borrow money nnder fiUse pretences, from the men who were employed in his 
ilither's timb^r*yard. He wonld go to them in his plaosible way, and induce them to believe 
that his fiither had no diange, and wanted sixpence or a shilling, as the case might be, which 
HP sooner had he procured but he would spend amongst his schoolfellows indiscriminately. 
Yet none of his sohoolfeUows liked him ; an^altiiongh they would readily associate ^th the 
other brothers, most of them were very distant to William. One schoolfellow now resident at 
BB*t<m, speaks somewhat better of him, for he says; "that in the case of a school row, be was 
in the habit' of protecting the weaker side." 

; T* Sherrit, for many years connected withHugeley church, and now acting as parish-derk, 
fays of T^Uiam Palmer : — 

•: .^ I knew him rrhea a lad; I never knew any harm of him; I gave him singing lessons; he 
oanie to me of his own accord, because he thought he should Vkh it. He was a very good boy 
vith me, but then I wonld not have anybody in the class unless he waa; but the boys used to 
fall tales about him-r-that he was given to swearing, and other tricks. Mr. Bonney could teU 
^oa something about him, if he was alive, for he was a man of great discrimination ; he could 
teU a boy's character directly. We had as many as eighty-three scholars when he 
was alive; we have only twenty-four now, and, some time ago, it had dwindled down -to 



I But when WlHiam Palmer left school he must have been an indifferent character, for not many 
IQoaths after that he went to be apprenticed to a wholesale chemist at Liverpool, where 
he behaved himself very badly, and Where he is reported to have seduced a g^l, and where 
It i» quite oertun that he robbed his masters. 

' The firm Palmer was apprenticed to, was that of Messrs. Evans and Sons, wholesale 
druggists, of Lord-street, Liverpool. When he first entered upon this situation he conducted 
himself with all seeming propriety, was attentive to his various duties, and for a long time 
tiiere was not the slightest shadow of a suspidon of anything wrong in the conduct of the 
iq[)prenUce. 

At length, however, unaccountable oomphunts arise. Various customers d£ Messrs. Evans 
begin to write to the effect that they have remitted money to the firm, in payment of their 
several accounts, of which they have had no acknowledgment. Inquiries are made without 
effect. No <»sh has come to hand from the complaining customers. They, in their turn, are 
positive that it was sent. The matter seems to rest between them and the post-office ; no one 
flospected Palmer, whose duty it was to go every day to the Liverpool post-office to fetch the 
letters of the firm. It may be as well here to remark that it is customary in Liverpool, as in 
other important towns of England, for merchants to haye letter-boxes of their own at the 
post-office, into which all letters directed to the firm are placed, and whence they are fetched 
by clerks or other employe*, soon after the arrival of the mails, and are thus received much 
earlier than they would be if delivered by the letter-carriers. 

fading that these complaints of money lost became more frequent, Messrs. Evans and Sons 
wrote to the Qeneral Post-office, in London, on the subject. Accordingly the Post-office 
'authorities sent an inspector down to Liverpool, to make inquiries into the matter. Every 
plan was tried that could be thought of to detect the thief, who it was believed must be 
t some one in .the Post-office, at Liverpool or elsewhere. Traps were laid for them, and letters 
traced from the moment of their being posted till they were delivered, but in vain. The 
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xnissiog letters stUl remained.a mystery, and still oonplamts caoie pouring in ibat money bad^ 
been tent by post, but had not come to hand; one .customer dedarii^ that he had xemitteft 
£60, another £90, and so on. • , ■( 

One day, however, it occurred to Mr. Evans, junior, one of the partners of tha firm, that» 
though the inspector sent from London had done all that could be done in tracing letters ftom'' 
one office to another, it yet remained to trace them from the liiverpool, post-office to thfi^ 
counting-house in Lord-street. 

So he went out one day, just aftier P&lmer hah gone to the post-offic^ as usual, to fetoh the 
letters, and resolved to keep his eye on the apprentice. Palmer received the correspondence of^ 
the day — a good large batch, as generally happened — ^and walked off with it, little 
suspecting that a keen eye followed all his movements. Soon after he had left ihe post*office^ 
he was observed to feel the letters, one by one, as though to ascertain if any of them had 
enclosures in them. .Coming, to one. more bulky than the rest, he stopped deliberately and 
opened it. But he was disappointed this time; the letter that he opened had no mon^y in it ; 
so cramming it carelessly inta his pocket, and having ascertained that there was little prospect ' ' 
of anything of value in the others, he presented himself with the unopened letters iu the j 
counting-house of his employer. 

.The gentleman who had wat<^ed him had arrived be£bre him. 

''But, Palmer," he exclaimed, when he received the letl^ers, "these are not all that came 
to day J are they ?" 

"Certainly, sir;" said Palmer, boldly. 

"Where then," asked Mr. Evans, "is the letter that I saw you ppen in the stre«t^ and put 
into your pocket ?" 

Even wh^ charged thus positively. Palmer still held ou^ ; bo^ly denying that he had been 
guilty of the deed imputed to him. The evidence, however, was too strpng -against him to 
admit of doubt. Messrs. Evans and Sons immediately discharged him* and wrote to acquaint 
his mother with his conduct. 

The old lady came- over to Liverpool at once, accompanied by the brother of the culprit* 
and implored the Messrs. Evans to be merciftd to him. These gentlemen very proper^ 
observed it did not rest with them. It was not they who had been robbed, but their customers;- 
whose. money he had stolen. It was with them that she must deal. Mrs. .Palmer was 
accordingly furnished with the addresses of all those who had complained of their remittances 
not having come to hand, and the indulgent mother went round to them> and. made^good the 
de&Icatxons of her son. 

Palmer confessed his guilt when there was no further chance of his denying it; and on his 
expressing extreme penitence, his mother begged that Messrs. Evans would aUow him to 
remain with them until the term of his apprenticeship expired. To this, of course, these gsn« 
tiemen could not assent. But to prevent the public scandal that wonld arise from the caa- 
4)elling of the young man's Indentures, were the reason of it known, they acceded- to ths 
mother's solicitations so fu as to consent to take another son to finish the apprenticeship. So 
William Pahndr was dismissed, and his brother Thomas, now the deigyman, took his j^ace fat- 
the remainder of the term; conducting himself during his stay with- them in.the most escem* 
pUry manner. 

Even at this early stage of his career, it would seem that WHliam Palmer had contracted 
the evil habit of gambling, which ultimately led to his ruin; for we understand* that, while in 
the service of Messrs. Evansand Sons, a very large portionof^hia ill-gotten gaina was expended 
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Itk betting on thft Livcjq^KX)! axid ClMster aoes. . Another^partion— not bj any jneanftan mcon* 
^derable one— went in the aodetj of females of the worst character, with whom, Anforta* 
nately, Lnrerpool, like most large seaport towns, aboonds. 

, He managed, howerer, to conceal these vices. £nom his mastery, for be was an, ont-door 
q^pventioe^ not residing in. the lioose with them ; and, during the whole t^ne that he served as 
their ^>praitice, he bore a j^ood character for steadiness and attention to bnuness. How well 
deserved this character was, his conduct proved. 

It is after this, when he is getting on for ^^^rteen, that he has one more diance given him* 
He is apinrenticed to Tyleoot^ of JE^fWood. 
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OHAPTER III. 

leilMEB IS APPBEimCEB TO TYIECOTB THE STTBGEON — HOW HI BOSSOWS MTB 
POUNDS — THE EOOTMAK AT " THE ABBEY " — ^THB SHAM PATtElTTS — ^HO"W HE SEBTED THB 
ASSISTANT, AISTD HOW HE BAN AWAY. 

" ILLIAM PALME^Et, at the age of dghteen, was apprenticed for 
five years, to Edward T. Tyleoote, surgeon, of Haywood, near 
Hngeley, and while there became notorious for certain bad habits 
whicbvit wHl be hardly possible tonarrate herQ; but so fiur as we 
may allude to them, (and inasmuch as we think it of very g^eot 
• impoitanee to. do so,)* we will. 

Haywood is a. little villags^ lying between Shoughborongh 
Park and the Ingestre estate; and in this village, immediately 
opposite to the residence of Mr. Heywood, (Pahner'B brother- 
.in-law,) lived Mr. Tylecote — a shrewd, intelligent, but not over 
■prosperous country surgeon, to whom was apprenticed William 
Calmer— « great strong lad,. described to have been as tall, though not so stout, as^ he is 
^onr. jThe first impression that he made uj)on evezybody around, was that he was industrious^ 
kind, and not devoid of application; but it was not very long before circumstances transpired 
4^t induced a different opinion. 

The readiness vrith which he would (when called \ip in the middle of the night) put to the 
boise and accompany, his master, was not thought so favourably of when it was discover 
that swindling and seduction were two of his weaknesses. 

. Mrs. Hawkins, a widow woman with nine children, who resided at Gayton, but is now living 
at Qrey Friars, Stafford, was tossed by a bull belonging to Mr. Parker, a fiirmer of the same 
^laee, and severely injured. The poor woman, after being carried home, sent for Mr. Tylecote^ 
W " dub doctor/' lie being very ill at the time, could not attend; Mr. Parker therefore re- 
^quested the woman to let him call in4uiother surgeon of the name of Masfen, offering at the 
flune time to pay the fee. The widow Hawkins accepted the proposition, and Masfen attended 
^> Palmer also being sent over \y Tyleoote for the purpose of making up any medicines which 
^^^Asfen might prescribe. It was during the progress of this case that Parker, Ptalmer, and 
^ widow being together alone — 

" I say," said Parker, " what's the amount of Masfen's fee ?" 

** Two guineas," replied Palmer. Whereupon Parker took out his canvass bag, and, extract* 
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Ing therefrom the required amount, threw it into the widow*! lap. In 00 dcnng, he dropped 
some gold. 

" By-the-bye !** asked Pahner, saddenly, " can yon change nie a fiye-poond note ?** 

" Certainly/' said the farmer, and gave him five sovereigns. lUmer searched his pocketfea 
all over without finding what he appeared to he seeking for ; but at length seeming to xecolkel, 
" Ah I" he ejaculated,' " I remember now ; I was in such a hurry to meet Masfen to-day, that, in 
changing my trowsers I left the note in the pocjiet i but it is of no consequence, I can send it 
bver by the boy when he brings the medicine.'' 

But he did not send it over. 

Three months after, Parker writes for the money, threatening to prosecute ; Palmer's master 
hears that some money is owing^ scolds Palmer, who excuses himself by saying that he has not 
been able to spare it ; his master advises him to ride over to his mother, and get it from her ; 
he does so the next morning ; getting back before breakfaM;. ^ Now," said his master, " Go, 
at once, and pay it," 

He went, at once, and did not pay it. 

Five weeks afterwards, his master, l^lecote, meeting Parker by accident, hears the parti* 
culars. 

The money was eventually paid by 3Crs. Palmer. 

During this period of his career Palmer managed to scrape 'an acquaintance with a footman 
at " the Ahiej" a picturesque old mansion in Haywood, and, before long, he succeeded in 
inducing him to take his savings (fifteen pounds) out of the bank, under a promise that, on 
his (Palmer's) coming of age, he would pay him twenty pounds, and the interest; but the 
money was only recovered after repeated applications to the mother. 

It frequently happened that, after dinner, when Tylecote, tired with his morning's rounds and 
anxious for a little rest, was settling himself for a nap, young Palmer would come into the 
room, and in the blandest tone suggest that a certain patient at some miles distance should be 
visited; at the same time offering to go. Almost as a matter of course, his master would give 
his permission, and tell him which hone to take out of the stable. Palmer having hamesaed 
the horse, would ride ** up village" in the direction of the patient ; go round by the Abbey, 
through a croft belonging to the Clifford's Arms Inn ; enter by the back way into the Clif- 
ford's Arms yard; put up his horse, and go off to a young woman in the village, whom it is 
believed he had seduced, returning in due time to his master, and even making a fidse entry of 
a visit paid to the patient in his master's books. 

Tylecote had an assistant, a diminutive young man, rather weakly in frame;, but affecting a 
fashionable exterior. He was received in the "society" of the village, and was a most 
respectable young man. One day he had- occasion to scold Palmer very severely for some short- 
coming, and it is curious to notice Pakner's revenge. He could have knocked him down with 
ease, but that was not Palmer's way. He said nothing, but went upstairs into the assistant's bed- 
room, opened all his drawers, poured a corrosive acid over all his fine clothes and linen, finish- 
ing with a new pair of dress boots (which had just come home in time for a ball at the Clifford's 
Arms), which unfortunate boots he cut and hacked, in every conceivable way, with a penknife. 

Although no other person could have done it, he denied it to the last — ^with tears and pro- 
testations. 

]^ly one morning he asked his master to let him go out for a day's rabbit shooting, and having 
obtained permission, he started off — not to the rabbit warren, but to Walsall — with the girl whom 
he was said to have seduced. Kothing was heard of him for some days, until a letter came to 
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k:<2&. Lomax, of Siaffiord, aakuig for money to rede^n Palmer from, the inn in Wolsi^ whera 
he lay in pawn for his hill ; hnt this letter wag enclosed to Mr. Tyleoote, who, in tnm, took it oyer 
the way to Mr. Heywood, Palmer's hrother-in-Uw ; hut neither ,of them feeling justified in 
^i^ancing money to him» the letter eventually reached his mother, who sent two of his hro- 
(thers to fetch him home. They- reached the inn at Walsall, where they found him with his 
-*l«ottle of sherry and port, and his dessert hefore him, quietly ^racking his walnuts in company 
>^th the g^l. At first he attempted to fight his brothers, bat after some conversation a recon- 
ciliation took place ; the bill was paid, and they prepared to return to Eugeley j but in the inn 
yard Palmer suddenly disappeared, -and did not turn up until the next day, when he entered 

'-Stftfford in a chaise, and after leaving the girl in the town, started off home to his mother. 

v^ The girl with whom Pahner went off to Walsall was Jane Widnall, the illegitimate child of 
u^ftne Widnall, married to a man of the name of Vickeis^taff. 

("- Yickentaff was an assistant gardener, he worked in Shoughborough gardens, where he had 
many privileges in the way of perquisites, working over time, &c., and being a careful, 
plodding sort of fellow, managed through a course of years to save £100. 

- ■ When Palmer became acquainted with Jane Widnall, his master, Mr. Tyleoote, was not in 
the habit of going to church. Palmer, however, used to go, but invariably bribed a village lad 
to call bim out (as if from his master) about a half an hour after the service commenced; he 

i then went to the girl, who was alone> her fiither and mother being safe in church ; and this, we 

•^4believe, was carried on for some time. 

•'•' When Yickerstaff and his wife discovered them, there is no doubt but that Palmer promised 

ito marry the girl; and it was on the strength of this promise that Palmer, hearing from Jane 
Widnall of her father's savings, managed to borrow of Vickerstaff Ms £100, the whole of 

i>whieh sum was squandered either in paying his " debts of honour" at Haywood, or in dissi- 

^ pation at Walsall, where many a drunken .gaoie is remembered. 

6* ' This girl, after Palmer deserted her, met with another man, whom she is said to have 

(jmarried; they went out together to Australia, where it seems she died. 



CHAPTER IV: 

PAXKEB IS "WALKING- PUPIL AT THI STAPPOBD INPIBMABT — ^DEATH OP ABLET AT THE 
T.AITR AlfD PLAG — PALMEB GOES TO LOHDON — ^PASSES HIS EXAMIKATIOE*. 

j RS. PALMER tried very hard to get her son Wilham back 
to Tylecote*s ; he would have gone, but the surgeon refused 
to take him again; and it was now only after a great deal 
of trouble, and because he did not want to hinder his ad- 
vancement in life, that Mr. Tylecote consented to procure 
him admission into the Stafford Infirmary as a walking 
pupil, and give him a certificate at the end of his term. 

A curious circumstance happened at this time, which 
people now regard as of more importance than, possibly, the 
fiicts warrant. Pahner, it seems, had not been long at the 
Infirmary before his interference with the dispensing of 
medicines (of what nature the interference was we have failed to "discover,) was so strongly 
objected to by the medusa! officers, that a rule was expressly passed forbidding pupils to have 
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finything to dd with the dispensing of mecUdnes. Tbe medidnes are now dnpensed by 
the pupils, there being no paid ofBcer for thtit parpose; but at that tiine there waB 
undoubtedly a rule passed, which as far as we can leam, was for the purpose of keeping 
Fahner out of the Dispensary. 

It is somewhat rangular, that, immediately after Palmer left the ' Infirmary, a gentleman 
(now in India) of the name of William Pdhner, was elected to the office of dispenser. 

Fkihner does not seem to have been either liked or respected at Stafibrd. It is generally 
said that he was " advised^ to leave the place. 

It was at this period of Palmer's life that he was concerned in what people at the time con- 
aidered to be a mecBcal student's lark,.but which was accompanied by such serious results, that 
Palmer had a narrow Escape of proceedings being taken against Mm — ^we allude to the death of 
a man. named Abley. Concerning this there are two accounts, and we give them both, because, 
although the first mentioned is not the most reliable, it is the most generalfy received. 

One day in the spring of 1846, Palmer invited'Abley to the Lamb and Flag, and there gave 
him brandy and water; ordering the landlady to give Mm eight pennyworth each time instead 
of four pennyworth, as the man supposed. He became very intoxicated, and refttsed to drink 
any more; but, P&hner offering him half a soverdgn to d^ink another, he tossed it off— 
vomited directly — staggered out, . and died in the stable. At the inquest there was a great dedt 
of talk about Palmer and Abley*8 wife, wMch was undoubtedly untrue. 

The other and most reliable account is, that a bet wis made between WQl^m Pahher and 
another Kugeley man that Abley .Tuould drink off two tumblers of brandy. He did it; went' 
out into the stable (it was a cold day) and vomited continuaUy, until they, finding him there 
and so ill, brought him in, and put him to bed — but it was too late, and he died. Abley was a' 
thin, pale man, in indifferent health. A post mortem examination was made by Mr. Masfen,^ 
but the verdict wMch was found at the inquest, **IKed from natural'causes,'* was the only 
one wMch, with justice, could have been recorded. 

\ It is a singular fiEict that the foreman of the jury was strongly opposed " to iMa verdict afe 
the time, and that he has ever since been constantly in the habit of expressing his suspicion*" 
that Abley was unfairly dealt with. For years past he has not scrupled to state openly that 
he thought Palmer had poisoned him— a drcumstance on wMch he prides himself not a little 
at the present time. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PiJiMEB COMBJte'TO HWDOS— HIS MEDICAI. "aEINDEIl" — ^PAXMEB, A STXTDENT OP ST. 
MltTHOLOMKW'S — ^HIS BXTEATAGAIIT KODE OP LIFE. 

N the lafctsr -piai of the year 1846, Palmer oame to London to 

oompleteehb^Bwdical studies under the direction of Dj*. Stegall, a 

fiBatleiBMr.weir known in the profession, with theyiem of passing 

hbveuMsuiation. At the time Palmer placed himself under the 

taitionio^tteddoeter, hiv^as, as may be supposed, Tery backward 

iBahlftenedJbaLJEna«ledge^a fact of which he«w»a himself perfectly 

sena&le; andlhibtpixnBiiad to pay the doctor, w^wtts to act as 

wha^is ianrittatl^tyled his "grinder/' the suttrofSfiy. guineas, if 

he^^naUad himrto pass his exaaainaiion and eeeape bein|[ plucked. 

M#afr BttfloMri also^ pvomisad an additional ten gnioeas, as did also 

his fdeni^lftv JMiy Smitbku Drv Stegall worked hard with hi» 

l9if»|l;;biit.Bilmar«-<tme to his usual character, never paid him 

4>o^P9nHiiitdifili^.aiaim#tliM2ppA^ and was not plucked as has 

he e n mippiitd w, WAh»fmmfvaii Am B dMthi i1Umt on&foet«so far as to say that he only got his 

Diploondby payingaBMa^bidy«tO'pfC80Rate«lisi[^ Thisr howt?er, is not true. Mr. Jerry Smith 

declined^ to pay the^iofi guiisaafti'hiB had promised 4 but an action which was brought for the 

mnouBt went againsfethim. Jerry Smith stated that he had seen Mrs. Palmer pay into tho 

haadseol her son th6rten& guineas she had. promised to Dr. Stegall. It is, howcTcr, almost 

nesdfisss to say, that it xmtm reached the person for whom it was intended. 

rttmer, during this period of his life^^id not reside witi Dr. Stegall, excepting for a few days* 

I His habits were extravaganktand irregular in tbe extreme. . He was constantly giving parties, at 

I which large quantities of champagne were consumed. His associates, even at this time, wer& 

porting men, and Palmer was very often the victim of their duplicity. His studies were not 

: pursued witli any degree of pleasure on his part ; his whole time was taken up with horses and 

racing matters; which were his favourite topics of conversation. During the time he .was in 

London, Jerry Smith was frequently with him ; indeed, they were inseparable companions* 

Dr. Stegall, who is an accomplished artist, painted two portraits of Palmer: one was, 

presented to his dear Annie, the lady he was then courting, and who afterwards unfortunately 

; became his wife ; the other remains in- the possession of Dr. Stegall, and an admirable portrait 

I it is. Since Palmer falis been in custody, charged with the Rugeley murder, he has written to 

Dr. Stegall, requesting that he would 'let his brother George have this portrait^ but as the 

: deetor was never paid for it, and had moreover lost a large sum of money by Palmer, we 

presume- be nw no reason for consplying with this request. 

i- . B was^ of ooume, neoessary, that' Palmer should attend lectures at one of the great London 

I liosiatals; and Bartholomew's was the one at which he entered himself a student. He lodged with 

; 8 Mr. Ayres, in Barthoiomew-dose, and it was during his residence here that he commenced 

t^Ukt course of reddess extravagance which first led him into pecuniary difficulties. 

The medical studentr of the presentday is still "sad dog" enough, but he was even more so 

, fltt^the time of which we speak. We cannot tell what l^ere is in the study of medicine that 

pPodiices Boeh xesulfes; but we believe that it'is a wdl-known^fbct that the majority of medical 

•tudents have generally, if not always, been, pttr excelUnee, "feet men.^ Of course there are 



» 



m'E or .wqJUA-M pax^ihe. 




eicoptirjjis to till* rulej iw* 
to evtiry t>thc;r. We have 
ourselves ItnowiL one or two 
most hoiiourable cicoptions 
— men who have token up 
the iieuling art as a pro- 
fcssiouj Qud luavc goue oou- 
seientlouslj to work to Icsuttl 
whatever could be Icaruel 
during their studentship. , ^^^^ '' j^^l 

Some few years since, the tummtm homm of human happiness to the medical student's min^,, ^ 
aeemed to consist in strolling down the Haymarket or Begent-street, clad in the roughest of all 
overcoats, smoking the strongest of cigars, and peering under the bonnet of every femal« 
-passer-15y, delighted if he could succeed in staring out of countemaice some poor Httle dress- 
maker or milliner wending her way homewards all alone, and wearied with the long hours of 
labour. This he would call a " lark." Great was he at the bars of public-houses, and copious 
were his draughts of haLf-and-half, which he would always take, as he expressed it, " in iti 
native pewter." Boisterous was his merriment, too, later in the evening (civilized people call 
it night), when all the shops were shut up, and he would walk along with - three or four 
<5ompanions,*all abreast and arm-in-arm, taking up the entire width of pavement, and shouting 
** LuUaliety ! " whatever that may have meant^ in a voice that would' not only, wake the slum- 
bering echoes, but the slumbering householders as well, and make them wonder what, on earth 
they paid police-rates for. 

Then he was very devef at the extremely fashionable and highly exhilarating/ amusement of 
wrenching knockers off street doors (a sport now quite gone out, like cock-fighting and other 
intellectual pastimes). He would exhibit the trophies of his prowess in this line — ^which, by- 
the-bye, the law might look upon as petty iUrceny — ^but what cared he for the law ?— and 
would boast of them to his friends, (he'called them'" chums,") much aga savage inight exult 
over the number of sci^jps that he had taken from a hostile tribe. 
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J!Qia style of liyiAg oltiMxe sindenti who had not» Wad BiJmer, an indulgent pai«nt to draw 
^^n, was every hit as singular as their amnsements. With them heer was their mpniing 
Iwr^rage. Tea» coffee, and such like, were scorned as "slops.*' The hroakfiist nsnaUy con* 
«afeed of whatever hiq^qpened to be in the enphoard; cold meaty or bread and cheese, or butter 
.all ^ame alike, provided there was beer to wash it down; or, in default of that, cold gin«and« 
water. Their appetites were, for the most part, vigorous; and no amount of raking over« 
night appeared to weaken, them; nor would some mouldering human bone (on winch tlMi 
. fltadent had been (operating, or pretending to do so), lying in the cupboard dose besida the 
loaf, take firbm the rdish with which he attacked his breakfMt. 

Yet would he get the eating business over in as little time as possiUe, that he might, hava Ida 
pipe, which he invariably smoked the moment he had finished with the solid portions of hla 
"y?T"*"g meal, and long before the liquids were put by. 

He seldom breakfasted alone though. He preferred to drop in on some " chum,'' or haye 
aome ''chums " drop in on him, that they might talk over the last night's " larks," whilst th^ 
vvere breakfiEutting. . And though at these gatherings, knives and forks, plates and gliywMr 
might run short, it did not in the least interfere with the meaL The cdd meat could be cut 
with, pocket-knives, and eaten in the fingers; the gin-and-water drunk from pickle-jars or 
. {^ailzpots, or even, at a pinch, from the omaiQental vases on the chimney-piece. The beer was 
of course, in the pewter, so with that there could be no sort of difficulty. 

Dinner, of this class of student, when he dined at aU, was generally taken at a cheap eatingr 
hcmse (he called it a ''slap-bang"); where he was always on n^ost friendly terms with the 
waiters — espedally the female waiters, whom he invariably called " my dear," and winked at. 

Of course he never dreamt of tea. That was a meal no man on town could ever ooadoacend 
to take. He liked his supper, but it was taken irregularly, and varied according to his 
pecuniary resources at the moment. 

Palmer, however, was not a student of this genus. Se ate and drank of the best, spent hia 
.days and nights in riotous living, and gave but little thought to those severe studies which he 
( required to surmount to become fitted for his profession. 
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'fie would ft^qQenilj «0Bimtfu» the Any mtbthe IwBca^xii'a^tihmiapusaB hmid^ti/L^.^jnaifm 
so earthlyTeBMm ^vfaftte^ei% to some party of fellofvr itwlenb^ who, in .i«taai for has ■nil*' 
jod^ pfodigality, dill him th& hoaonr* tf ipwiking c$ Mm amopg^hgBBgdTW a».ftapid]y fpBa|i 
stttwnd. SW men w«idd<fe6l an uRiiBitiion for «tQ^ after so respeetaUe «a oigiey evoMpi 
tiififtboire; canaegtieatiy I^TtriiaJHte of the day was nm through ia.gaaig .the ronii^ 
ettrtim betting^hoases, at whi^ WiUkm Pahner was better laxwrn ifatti in ike. lieoNp 
Theatre of 8t. Bartholomew's HespitEd, or in an adventure m thei jKontait of fmmJB 
heaufies of doab<M repntotlon. ■ Evening would at leng^ dmw an, and tiien % 
theatre woold perhaps famish its hour or- two Qi£ mniHement. Slicn would oonae ii$ 
mpper at f^e night^hoase at some adjaeent oyster'shop, whare .nifl<^ Idhstera aod 
thiok-ahdled erahs lie in Inxoriant profimon-over titie ilabsof date in 'the -window; wh^ 
pickled salmon hides in shady groves of feimel ; wheie stoat- oyster-tdhshalaiiee .tttmrmriveeaai 
«a^' other against the wall^ and Pinnon haddooiEi^ truly ScotehEke in tlieir hardnaea Moii 
«EJ^neBBj are ranged in'temp^g layers ; where the gilt placard haogmg from the gas j^ 
kivited the pasaeivl^ to partake of cbapa, kidneys or steaks. At 'the comitBr ttsQ-^roOia^ 
gaSanits eocding their parched, throats witli natives,.and 8weaEingat:ti»eflamieliia|iranfld'atteiid>^ 
aatft; in thaimierrooms^thieDeare toh&saan many ^rustling siiks and..8atinB^.^m«nyJiBathjB^ 
mfoeh oehre and hisnuitiijteohniaally termed '* slap;*' mndi male mirth, jMid^daa*! faaoeedfomal^ 
gaiety. This was the sort of company 'that '^C^^olHam Palmer delighted is^. Mem he .fouaft 
nun who were well'^np in the sfamg of the nunng iMienuty. 2£Bn whomihe xegdiar^ met oa 
the raoe«ooax8es,.in'&e n^hbocnrhood of Londoiir^fiaihy in draw — akallow in inteHect '.iiiid 
di^mvvd in morals. <Qr, x>erhap8. Palmer and his eompamonsiwanld wend, tbeir way dsva 
CSoveBtry*«tceet aodaexiose 8t. Martin's-lane, enteiingifor a.fow .mhmfcesjthrongh .theropen-dafr 
of a pnhUc-honse^ where the «s-dtiampion qf Sngland,. that enormexB giantinii|^ he seen 'Stan^ 
ing behind his bar, confronted by fighting men, with flattened noses and oontiiaed c^yes;. dag 
fonoiflray ratting*match concoGtor8,;and.th0acsmi«6f sportingilile genexoily., They would.thea 
inm.np quiet lAttle l^ew-street, even at this hour bloekedupiby the carts opperitethe/oheeaf* 
monger's; along King-street, past the Qarzick Qub,.tixrongh the ilhnninfidjwindows'of whidi 
late diners might yet be seen congregated round the mahc^any ; down a steep flight of step^ 
and into the supper-room at Evans's, 

Far-famed as this supper-room has been for loany years, it was destined for its presegit 
proprietor to raise it to the reputation it now enjoys~-that of being the most excellent plaee 
of the kind in, the ihetropolis. Visit it, reader, and judge for yonrsotf. In the 
'* cafe" part of the establishment, there, sit th^ guests who come umply to get 
their supper and to enjoy eaeh olher^s conversation; for in the large haQ yon are 
expected, and vezy properly too, to give your whole attention to the viands and the 
dn^g. The waUs of the " caf^^ axe ^hnng ronnd, as you will perceive, with^peHnaltB of tiift 
most famous theatKuttljpersonageB of anciaAt .anfiimodem times. The large Jiall~is thronged : 
there are perhi^MDx eisinvenihnndred paMnv-MHited the various 'taffliftj at the npper 

end is a platfoemifln^wMiUihi]B^4toiioned«{giBKfl'f^^ this pktfosm>stand;tixB-abigei5. 

Immediately Mawrttia nflu lifprm is-1rtBilfl^^rf^l^te(:<^^mm^p^^'^n/hiMg 

on the table, initt&e he ]Mri%/aaU»ifi»!^'JMtotlteB ito ttia^nnnB;fromJUiai^Jlb<»«^in the 
books, gentleman, iif you ;pleaae." dattotttw ptt l (rOTHu aofiBeeroiB<daMa;aiBgeBi^Jhalf of whom 
are boys, with /fioMih .aa^ffSfgrvmsea, aBiL^nBNnviJ9ffl^>(|nailtMKrSi0dke% beautiM melodies inote 
sweetly executed. The most decorouii'siiltRee reigns throughout th^ room, hrolien -only at 
the end by a tumultuous dapping of hands and knoddng on ihe tables. Here, moving 
quietly through the room, courteously inquiring at every table whether his guesto are 
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ti«l»w»-\i!fcd'iftwteidiSrfng'l^ metasaft^t, id tfie proprietor of *tHe dttal^th- 
-muiriimia^iWtiAiig.'rmaai^^mSb 'a 'gooay \?ardm of cigars k thte (M'OermssanjUur, wil6 
iftwt >^lier ^MofllMei d, «ttlei^! trith ycttr eai^wt reinftifaciemsesof'^t^ Atf!^ 

^fttirai' 4Mn0, 'yow iwffl*«e stole -or -the princSpal nofefeflities ofLontion. ^Tfifcethfe party 
^iBtfrtfe^to ♦». ai»iiJwrtf!3Wft^Mtt«tea nfan, with^the dearlihie eye anft ftwp ftatores, is oti 
W the cleverest comefiims in- London; that huge inassive head anidhtrge heard Tselon^^to- a 
'ittan whose name will ever he associated with monhtain ascents, strict perseverance, and 
itorfTaordinary' success, while the sqnare-shonldered, hroad-boilt gentleman, with hair fest 
'tnming grey, is one of the hest antiquarians and^finest* judges of good living the world can 
'toast. At the next'tahle is seated a party of swefis, to whom the gin-and-water, or stout of 
'ordinary life is pollution; they are drinki]%>champaga8ftip af^tefits such ahle creatures, and 
^kre r^arded tdth intense astonishmenik. and YerasrMio. hy i^tKxr neighbours, sometimes 
provincials from ;6he neighbourhood of ^Wif^v^rhaixq^tas^VAwho ^at&iin the greatest state of 
4)ewilderment a%i«U they see passing round iliem. 3 Bte ft » a w ppiagt^ the hammer; the great 
^ebmic singer is. about to come forth, but we cannot mM^ him;. 

Evans's, in Beer's student days, thou^tmakiafi^tag rpge tfiiaii ito the magnificent, was 
Wery bit a&- well frequented as now, ajii^lfMilNrilltiaMiiktliiBMi^^ of entertainment. 

Mmer and^his> companions would, doubt)£«i;^l9p-^i1ili»tUi»ii08iBiic song, and, in the small 
honrs (tf the morning, would be found i >w rt1Tr i tj[i fit toMftiw^iyii*l iM Mt wardl with certain female 
companions of doubtM reputation. 

Strange to say, with nights spent hketiliBese,mai«revras, MVertheless,* invariably a very 
early risear. He was particularly nice aboutitt[Mdres8,\wliiLiii!^was nwitorather than showy in style. 
'He was- qtdte the gentleman, both in manseiS'and-iBaeevrersatidVy when he came in contact 
with others than his ordinary fetmiliars. Hisaroonm^^ivoee^fttted'ftgpin approved medical style ;, 
the walls were covered with anatomical-prepttra.tiom'Wili.inodels. ^f^i§ said that he purchased 
more of these than any other student, and that the library of medical and other works which 
■ he possessed, was not matched by any of his acquaintance. It is said by those who were at 
Bartholomew's during Palmer's time, that he must have spent, at least, £2,000, while he was 

• ia pEofessional parlance *' walking" the hospital. 

A gentleman who has been connected with the hospl1»l for nearly thirty years, and who well 
remembers Palmer as a student, gives him the following character : — He says that he was one 
of the most extravagant fellows he ever knew. The parties at the hospital say that he would 

* give them wine in a tumbler whenever 'they called on'him. Those among his equals who were 

friendly 'terms with him, asid perhaps "Showed him some slight, he would recompense with 
-%%eBt'Hheralreturn, in theshape Of 'hfljfhpers of game, bundles of -cigars, ' or ^bottles of wine. 
Whether his wine-merchant's and his -poulta^s bills were, like his grinflftcfebill, never paid, 
"1re'h«?o no means of aseertaining.' 

'It i9,-moreoyer, recorded of him,'tha)t'to thepoor patients in the boipfrfeid hevwas very kind ; 
^^woirfS frecpieiltly get'upsubscriptions for them, when they were on ;the;poiiit< of leaving the 
'4K»pitaL 

In hisenatomieal studies he was veiybaekward. Just before going xsp to iJie college for 
''tteami&fifcion, he worked night and day at- disseeting-sahjectB. On one ^ oooasion, ^wiien he had 
''iMeii diHxxkii^ rathitfifreefy, and was'in a-stnte of Mme excitement (although not- intoxioated) 
''he'beeaitte'SO'nervoas "iHilie <at work, that he wait- to one of the porters, and aiked him to 
^y6maib>taA ke^ him eompany) stffuig, that )he did set^ feel quite- coMfbrtable-ovcrwi^hw^rk 
^ildna *<J^^»?«rf«lnIpid»'^he'8Bi%<«'hut<» ettxaot alimys<eoat»oi <NU).'»4ih)tR:g^ 
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One oould not doiire a better proof of the pipgreM iwihich Falp)er4i»d nMo /in }m OKt^fai^i^ 
vice and profligacy since his sojourn in the metropolis, than is famished bj the fiallowiBg^ JHUi 
&et. It seems that Pahner was yery partial to one of the IwMpital o^cials^ and waa ,«0^ 
anxious to reode with him. He had bot^ female serrants and danghters^ and alt^uMigh helikal 
Palmer well enough in most respects, he felt that he was soch a reprobate in the matUr^of 
female Tirtne, that it wonld be dangerons to adniit him ¥rithSn his cUkmtsI ni 

, t .^-^^rv' lid 




CHAPTER VI. 

COLONEL BBOOKES AITD MBS. THOBNTON. — "GOOD AlfNEB BEOOKES." 

^2*V®V?7) f^fA^fr^'^ "°^ ^^^ ^^^ * Family of Suicides. 

i^-A V ^>-M. L*^" ^"^■/{■-'^ Of five brothers who successiyely and by similar means died 
by their own hands. Colonel Brookes was the last, and it is of 
him we i^e about to speak. 

A rather reserred and quiet man, gentle in his mannenk 
considerate, liberal, and wealthy, fond of little children, with 
few associates, and without a wife, he comes to Staffi)rd fiom 
India with a debilitated constitution, bringing with him but 
few introductions; his reserved habit makes him but few 
friends, and with nothing to boast of personally but a strong 
auiTTialiaTn, he settles down in a house in what is called 
the "Front Street,'' with a servant maid of the name of 

Ann Thornton. Almost his only friends at that time were old Mr. Wright, of Staffed, 

Edward Knight, M.D., Thomas Davis Weaver, solidtor, and Charles Dawson, Esq., a wealthy 




COLOlrfct SaodXEB and itefe. TH<«tNTON. » 

dMgglMt^ and, M maj he BoppoMd, all men withluiUts totally distinct firom those of the qniei^ 
dlft'Iifdian ej^enre. 

T^Vkm^ though ft gentle»minded elderly man may allow himself to be merely tolerated by his 
ftlMidSy he wooM mther be derotedly bved by a woman. Ilie Colonel's IHends did *^ merely 
leleopate" hisi. The housemaid. Aim, professed affection. He rewarded her devotion by 
sauaking her his mistress j[ mnd his Mends, altfaongh they stOl held by him, refused to reedre 
him in society. 

In ft few months ftfter, defying the good ftdvioe of his friends and relations, he remored 
fiom the ** Front Street'' to a large house (one of nine that belonged to him) behind St. Mary's 
chnzch. In this house it was that Ann Thornton (properly known as Mrs. Thornton) gained 
1^ complete ascendancy over the old Oolonel. He had originally loved her, he now feared her — she 
had professed aflfed^n only that she might tyraiinise over him. He had thought her a lovely 
kmd*hearted young g^l, <^d had only; refrained from marrying her because of her utter ignorance^ 
and want of pontion ; she had soon ceased to be beautiful, and nothing remained of her former 
self but her ignorance— which was gross, savage, and complete. The beautiful dream of Ann 




a dronkard and foul-mouthed, loom In her habits, and not even true to her nid [(Tulnen) i rwmwj, 
^tvBemauiQd. JJa isj^aid thatrthe Goloiial!a«9res.werei£iai <|gcDed: ^^fiadqug k0r.4l«4^itap]& 
w. bed,.«h<»t]^ hefiwe. theor n9Ted . froin . the " Front atspeLf' .atr^^-Taiffii^qi^M inMiMaa^fjai 
1^ jtooken l]^tf^.wa3 ^wea to wM^ts of • unig^TcnuiblapaailoB* Xb4 old'ColaMl» g^iftnw#\| 
«hni«nx>f f€»hl»«xi)in4f ^thoiigh alroog, aj^etitefi, would Jjee. lE^. )k«^ aoserrtoa^seil^^Qimiag^ 
tavern, and there seek refuge till the storm liad blown over^ Not unfrequently^ . hrt ff tt rei^ j|i* 
would. track him.tajtud retxeab^ and dxagp himbome inagnamu^owrtHaiMpbii. Iii4eedr#« illifl^ 
mlvely xeniariked in the neighbooihtod, " be n^ght aawell hay« been imnMu' \ , 

Jim much iflfoertai^, that, the poor, old Cploiiel was havaised omiuoi blSfJiilafby MnkfThoiniM^ 
ni)0,wa»nQtoBly-an baJtutpal.d]nutkard,ani.a'na<)oriouftl^.bad.wY»i«Dy,^ 
obAfliiigbuia roimditherDom,withakni&r<jaweam^{8fae.4raiddskO^ BQincfam^mdj^ei; 

were these outbursts, that when at last lie waaiQfand.^9ad« if it, bad not been for^tl^ Gokmo^M 
ataJbemfflts made a day. before he. committed, suicide, she would I un^nbtedt^ hav«i been.' sbsh 
peoted. 

It appears, that one afternoon he called upon Mr. Wright, and in the course of oonyersation 
told him an anecdote of the Captidn of a vessel coming from Indi% who, being a Freemaaon, 
and having inadvertently divulged some of the secrets of his order, was so distressed in mind 
as to shoot himself in his cabinv " When he shot himself," said Colonel Brookes, *' he was ib| 
his dressing gown, his slippers, and his cap/' The next day the Cokmel also shot himself^ aat 
be was diseovered in ku dressing gown, his sHppers and his cap. ^ 

Kow, althougb the Colonel and his mistress were in the habit of living so retired, and 
although they. were, not received in society at Stafford, it was not so with their daughter. 

Annie Brookes, bom in 1827, soon after they moved from the Front Street, was the most 
^engaging littla child that ca^ be imagined. 

A gentleman who knew her very intimately has given us the following particulars : — 

He infonns us that he knew her about twenty years ago, when she was quite a diild ; that 
-she was proverbial for her simpliciikgr, her kindness, and engaging manners. He tells us that 
she was the generaiL'favourite of the. toMVi, .and that, as she grew in years, her virtues kept pace. 
Beloved by aU who knew her, shetaa yuMft aM to titte 'aft**1tiiB Gbod. Annie Brookes." ^e had not* 
an enemy in ail the world. Ovcntiiie iliiiltUtedfcol^'Jffir. Charies^Dawcon's two wives she gave 
every one an opporttmity of- t«iAiii|plianMfiniiQ kindness of beart> and ber vigilance not only 
by day, but by mg^t,,w a » ^(W B riae r itiHi.iHw w i i |^ ,aoiBgthing more than surprising; at all hours she 
wa£ present not only iftriM JiMini r iter nwiJiim i v— d? to perform l^ddfy of a nurse, but to give 

spiritual consoikilum imtlift^ absence of iiiaaaleigjiMn. It was the Bev. Mr. > of Stafford^ 

who told her,tl»tsh&Q(nn|pMlilifei;'{^^ fa^^kaaaef-^' the dergymaoy tiie doctor, and the norse.'*^ 

As a pxl, she was -wwy oJ iteu i fiu iL . aBfMtift B tftto faoM^^apijsg.ijflbft. was pariaal to oeaioeits and baUff^ 
and was altogettlimwaMiiiiiiwliliiiowaalia.. 

When Cotoady Wr iiii hi n iil ii inttl lii r,.in^JMll» bnih t rii ii tt i ^ Jidy 27, 1833, 

1iriiiiirnt1i-tfbr iti tt ii iii t n f Miitjifiilftii iii rinjt^ i liii—i ir i mimn (m , b'^n ma^ji ( i daughter, 

and had also b f ii j i iW I tto -Mrs. TUamtoiD^ tibe nine houses' in.'8tt: M i Myfite <jiMmh yard ; but, by 

a flaw in the will, the pwafwiiiy was thrown into Chancery, and Annie BbooIqbs' became a ward 
in Chancery, under the guardianship of Chades JQawmv druggist, of Stafllwd, and Edward 
Knight, Esq., M.D., also of Stafford; these geotiyBnian. bttng the same guardians as were 
appointed under the will of Colonel Brookes. 

They sent her to sdiool at Miss Bond's, at Haywood; and from the fiewt of Palmer bdng 



iVIHf Tjfttxx^mXi^^eilime, sad lyieeote behigru couran of Dr. Si^iglit'i; it^Hatr beeiTiisxtfotted 
inriHt^'wa8']i8!re''iSiiBt''W!Ilisiii Ptfhner wss introdticed'to Aimio'BtDObes'. But tfiy cftn Ventufd 
w tay^'fliilt' tiffii'ii iiofttud. 'Pdhner "was introdocod' to her at Afjbot's 3rmi]^ (on' IflW' Btgot 
iMatte); i^e coun tr y r addfence of Charies pawson, tbie wealtlry druggist'; foid, indfi^dy^H^irnM 
Hht^'B. Wtever/Bisq., solidtbr, of fHaflbrd, waa iilie** go-between.'' A oonve^Mtlsii^ nanfcted 
Arpaasing-liettroen Weaver and Tahner onthe snlject. " Dd yon irant*«^iHft' f " sayi'Weiivet; 
^*ft«r-iryoa do, I cair introduce you to a very pretty fittle girl, wito hasgot «ivery oomfoptablfe 
^brtune." Fblnier said it was the very thing he should like ; and the introduction took place. 
Annie Brookes was then dghteen. 




CHAPTER VIL 

PALMBE'S COUETSHIP at abbot's SSOmasr. some llOTB-IETTBUg. 

BBOT'S BBOMLSY, the country residence of Charles Pawl 
son, Esq., to wlndi Amue Brookes was removed w^en ahe left 
Miss Bond's s^ool, is olMtioCthe prettiest residences in Staf- 
fordshire ; it ii surroundediby the most lovely and romantic 
scenery that can well be intagined. A^acent to it is Bagofa 
L.Park, famous fiir the lio^oit oala in the woild; and it is 
; within waikisg distance e^'GaaneokHChaae, with its herbage 
' of a tbcmsand tints-^ofi flte^ihborough Kasrk, with its 
beamtiful ferns; and it i<.iMii«aiiill.a view of CdLwidi Nun- 
nory, wi^ theTh«r Trent^smdiits magzafieeot' swans. We 
wondered, as we dtove pasi:.all this variety of landscape, 
amidi^e bowntiefr of natUMMwMl ch are here so widely spread, 
whstiMr WiiUam Tadrnmr^httf mvr noticed (between the 
TBffldences^of HMnaaa i^Mi^ .itefbanleensaiBd Jobn (Dnigg^ tliraBiffikmanre fknnerX a place called 
*' WeepimgifirosB// vikntmomxmaA^'VMdmiyti^^ had ever 

pictTtred\tD 'Iff iiiMintfae - fvcUitended' estfttot^^ TlicnMHKSilt^. afefertehing.fBr awa^, .a wild, unre- 
•clauned oooawB, witii tii»«ia. Bdosaii Gross btlbre'wlfiifafiib Stafibrdshire Catholics had 
Icnecled, and on tbr-wiittk tiiie Staifoidridre clowns faad^ctittbed, to see a fiallow creature 
hanged. 

Anne Thornton is reported to hsvvtbeen "painfolly sensible of her own false position as an 
illegitimate child, and it is said that she was habituated to look upon herself as an outcast — 
^ being of an inferior order— one who should be deeply grateful to any man who would bestow 
bis name upon a creatui-e unrecognised by the laws, and tainted from her birth. Her first love 
vas uapropitious. But the fountains of that great deep, a woman's heart, had been broken up. 
TSie aric of her ^astence now drifted to and fro, recklessness at the helm, and hope in the hold, 
until the waters of disappointment decreased, and the keel grated on the strand. Her moun- 
-taiii of Ararat was destined'to be William Palmer.*' 

. Pabner is spoken of as displaying, at this period, peculiarly ihscinating manners when in the 
flociety of women. This is not at all imlikely ; for he appears to be one of those individuaU 
^o make up ftr the want of bnUiant parts by the assumptien4>f a certain supetA^Al'amiabflity, 
-which causes them to be regarded as uniyeonal ^veuritef by their owii» as widt^stby the/ oppo* 
^te sex. 



^ 



TSRIJFE OF WILIIIM FAUOSR. 



It waB ab Abbof s Bromlej, and among the oaki at Bagot't Park, that the plaodHe, aolU 
spoken William Palmer, fresh from the embraces of one of his many yietims romid aboat Haj* 
woody spoke to the unsophisticated girl in the accents of love; it was here that tows of oonstaaus 
were sworn; and it was here that Mr. Dawson discorered the lovers, and forbade William F^mer 
to enter his hpose. It is to be supposed that Dawson cautioned his ward, and, in so &r as J^ 
Qonld, exposed the man who sought her only for her money ; for she rejected him about that 
time (the latter part of 1845) j and it only explains the art and dissimulation wlueh be knev 




80 wen how to practise, when we narrate that he repeated his offer-with such effect as to be 
this time accepted; and Annie Brookes, notwithstanding the strong and continued oppositi<ai 
of her guardians, became (by an order of the Court of Chancery in 1847), his wife. 

During these so-called halcyon days of lore, innumerable^letters, of course, passed between 
them. We have been so fortunate as to procure three unpublished specimens, wMch we ha» 
lay before the reader. 

The two letten subjoined were written to Palmer by his ktended bride— the first has no dat^ 
aiid we are unable to suggest one by interval eridenoe. We may, howcfer, state, that the 
" Bath Foit " on whieh it is written, bmra date the year 1845. 



JOB C0BET8HIP OF ANNEB BBOOKES. 



«8 



f* My own dear William, 

" Why did you sulk wlien you bade me good-bye in the park this morning. Mr. D. 
^ always very kind to me, and I should ill requite his goodness by acting directly contrary to hia 
^SiiaheB. Come, put on one of your best smiles, and write me a real sunshiny note, for you hare 
^iiiido me very unhappy. I shall expect a letter on Thursday.— Ever your's, dearest, 

9/^. The next letter bean both dftte aud address : — 

"Abbot's Bromley, September 13, 1846.-9. a.m. 

"Dearest William, 

" I think it was yoiu: turn to write, and I fancy tiiat if you will only try and recollect, 
jou will think so too. But never mind, although I have not written, you know quite well that I 
am alwayt thinking of you. 

" Mr. Dawson went to London on Monday last, and yesterday liGss Salt came over to see us. We 
gathered ferns together. I hope you will continue your botanical studies, and allow me the 
c^portunity of puzzling you. I have two secrets to tell you, but these I must reserve for Saturday. 

I don't mind telling you that I think it is yoiurMend M who is trying to prejudice Dr. Enight. 

liiss Salt says she knows it is tiiat very crabbed gentleman, whom, of course, you will now lov6 
dearer than ever. ' 

'* I have got a present for you, but as it is intended as a surprise, I must not spoil it by telling 
you what it is. Suppose instead that I tell you something you will not care tct hear , half so well, 
m^ely, that I am over, my very dearest William, your affectionate, "Annie." 



'H-.l 




a^ THB UFA. 09^ "WHiUAiC. PALMES. 

The,a0xti letter is from Palmer. It lias no year affixed to the date; we believe it, haw* 
«Yer, to have been written in 1847, as the " other four months" Bp(^en of, apparently relat^^ 
to tbdr anticipated marriage. The "yard" is the name given to old Mrs. Palmer's place .>-*v 

^••Bftgeley, MayW. ' 
*<Mt I>sA»Lnsi,i&.AManB^ ri 

''•It was not tyeTEHU that prevented me from joining yon at Stafford, as you wished. I sprained- 
my foot) and it was so painful that I could not keep it on the ground. I slid off the pathway as I 
was turning the comor from the '* yard," past Bomiey's. Now you know the reason, I am sure 
you will forgive me. 

**0h, Amiie ! you caxmot tell how dull I have found the last few days ; I sit and think over my 
miserable bachelor life, and feel-so dull and lonesome, I'really camiot explain. I resolved, yesterday^ 

-to write again to Mr. D , but you forbid me doing this, so I must wait the other four months. 

Mj dear Annie, X cannot'tell you how much I love you, and how I long-to call you miue for ever. 

"Yours, most affectionately, **Tr. P- 

" Did Dr. Knight get the game I sent ; did he mention anything aboutit P' ' 

It must have been rather above a year before his- marriage that the letter (which Sesj^ant 
Shee read to. the jury in his defence, and a copy of which was found in the volume on jioisais 
that formed hk favourite bo«kiOf stody) .waa written by Palmer to his wife* This Iett9>nr9 
iwnture to sul^in^ — ' 

"My Dbahest Annie, — ^I snatch a moment from my studies tp write to your dear, dear, litf^d 
«elf. I need scarcely say that the priacipal inducement I have to work is the desire of gettiag my 
fitudies finished so as to be able to press your dear Uttle form in my arms. 

"With best, best love, believe .me, dearest Annie, your own, 

"William." 

It is, perhaps, as well that we should understand Palmer's precise position at the time 
of his marriage. He had, after the finish of his education at Rugeley, turned out very badly 
— ^he had been embezzler, swindler, and seducer by turns. We heard an old man at Haywood 
<;ount upon his fingers as many as fonrtfeeB- girls whom Palmer., had got in the family- way. 
He had, by a foolish freak, been concerned ui the death of Alfley. An illegitimate child, 
which a woman in Haywood 'had by him^^jUed^aniJlttdy; and beris reported to have been. 
suspected of foul play. He had been to Tfarfcm an^' led'a^very. indifferesit: life, and had only 
just escaped being pludced. He had at< IMi obtauiad-. Ins dip^nwiaj 9aM\ was, at the time of 
which we now speak, William Palmer, Mf^^mcgeon, efTBogei^y., 

Do not forget thaet,. through all this, Iimfiim 'iwiilheoJiBytetaAlttoafeddiag^ciriBweaii^ but a 
cool, cautious, sober young rascaL 

Perhaps, .like many another rake, held aB$ittve?{br a whiW l^|vii»;iMm9l &8cinations of a 
virtuous >aiKL really loveahle^girl. Palmer seriously thoiygtit of reliftDnsi^^ ob, any rate, Mrs, 
Eemington, the person; with >w^m. he -lodged «<•■ f bij^]p^tn<^ ^h Mh tnaiw»yj :j|gipp^sl?ini a first-rate 
charaefceTi This is what she'sag^vKf— ^ 

"JSe -vPM^a good yoTsag-msn aa ever wiiWg;; be was YMnamf Vn m ^m twelvemonth ; 
he caiB&e tD>iD« inr October^ 1840^ Jctiiinki. X^nnepfliMr heuajdsedtiM^ndinmyweddi^ 
was, and he said, .' Well^.tdtni, tiiat- fibiili]iB;jadaEBe.*V aendtso it' wmildlhave been but for the 
Lord Cbaneelkar. The weddiog dxmncr'tMK^pxavidMt^&r. fort^\ at:. Abbotts Bronde My 
husband and I. were to go. 

" I never saw him mtoxiosAied,hvdiior^,tai^Mcs^ when he came back from a 

party. 



' '*^ ^Hoamm/ to'MiJ^^he tiwB^ \XMd to call me Tinwrnrm-^* IffiwnTrtu, Xam rety tA ; I bare 
oeen drunk ; it is. not what I have had, but I have been dragged.' Those weeD'fai» Yerywordai 
8etQld:tte, tvlien Me^WM goiiigv away, l^t^ he had'speiit the^happiest days of his life m my 
hooadr He k^ my^ tmms, whio^he' w«»gaiBg*eway, wrtium^ my oonsent ; and, as I Mt ' mfche^ 
Jaat; he said, 'H^Bwermind^ I*hsf«»]et them to a rery r eopeet a M eoman, astd I have got yoa«2ft 
Jt'Wwk mate nn% lbr'X>am'Mae'yoti dcBarr^it^ yoaare so^Tery-liiMi:* " 




CHMTCEU Tm. 

THB 'EOWS OP BuaxiJEr. 

EFORE we proceed to speak of PalmaPs 
hiaretuni to Bageby ? wi fl it ifaei iniantiOB of tettUng down 
as iti were, and of:abaiidomng-all his farmer bad oomnei^ 
let tv-aay somethmg' ahont liiat dtLQ-eocmtry-town w^oeb 
\has reoently obtained ao large a share of notoriety in 
ofltmsarion with Psliner^s fearM crimes. 

We will take the pictoresque deacriptioB of it^ which 
we find in the "Qlartrated Thnes"' nefwqnper, penned by ^ 
a .special correspondetit on the spot z-^ 

Bogeley is a long stragglii^ town of small hooaes, kept 
TBTj dlean^ and oooiiiued by perscou exisEemeiy well to do 
In the woiM« It is about as large a& Twickenham,, and seems to have been built up witfaoob 
any apparent design beyond the whim of the bricklayer. Oommeroial to»vell£rs say it is s 
good pilaoe for bosuuss, and that idie< accounts "are partioolarly safe." It certainly is a 
peculiar .'^tlo plac% with its cottage shops and, redrbriek. houses, with large leaden lights and 
big ahxtttess^ To.idiose who like bustle and crowded pathways, of course the country quietude 
of the town would be oppressive and saddening. But.to ns thwe is a oertaia:ohaim in the 
deserted.thoEoagh&ses, when the only -persons- to be seen are the housewivies at the windows, 
behind the grows of geraniums, plying the needle, wholst the husband is working in the fields. 
We prefer the aoiaeL heard from the other end <£^ae tstreet, of Mr. Wright's hammer, ringing 
<m the anvil to the rambling of bus aind cab whe^ under our windows. The young lady on 
the hot poney standing on the footway of brides, close up to the shop-door, asd giving her 
earde?s to the baker's wife, turns nobody into the road, for nobody is out walking, and yet 
. there are plenty of inhabitants — hard working peopl&^who are earning their day's hire ai 
Bladen's brass-foundry, or Hatfidd's manufactory. 

Bogeley has a Town Hall, which oecvpifls the centre of the Morket-plaee, with its justice- 
Yoom in the upper storey, and a. literary institution and a savings' bank on the ground-floor. 
Ifr has ihree or fi}urXondon4ooking shops, and a. hundred countryfied onest There *ara 
batehers.;irith only half a sheep as their stock .in trade,' and groeers that sell bread, and tailom 
that keep stays and bonnets for sale. It is a very curious little over-grown village, and too 
pretty to be abused. 

Soon after you leave the railway station, and have crossed tiie bridge by the flour mill; 
ttad left Mrs; Palmer^ house^and the two ofaurdies in therfaaiekground^ you.opme to the Dalbafe 
&uij nd,, at th^hind of the nad^ near the halfMduberedcottage, i»th»4ltop%o9the coaly 



THE LIFE OP yftLLlAHl PALMEE, 

by Palmer' 
the job of getting up all the ftmerali. 



. person who has benefited by Palmer's 31 deedi— Mr. Keejes, the undertaker, for he haalna 

Ton are now in Market-street, where the new post-oMoe is, which two dashing yocmtf 
gentlemen have oome down from London to manage, in the stead of Mr. Cheshire. Alreafly 
yon peroeive in the distance the sign-board of the Talbot Arms Hotel swinging over the ston^ 
steps before the entraaoe-door. The Talbot Aims is a bold-faced house, something like a 
ootton-mill outside, only the windows are too large, with an acre of backyard, surrounded by 
■tables and coach-houses, which no doubt are filled during the horse-fiiir, but are nearly empty 
fi)r the remainder of the year. You will most likely see an old gentleman in drab breech» 
and cut-away coat standing at the door, supportii^ hhnself on a stick. That is Mr. Thomas 
Masters, who has lived in the house for seventy-four years, and rides a brown mare, aged 
thirty. ** We make a good bit over a hundred together," he will teU you, if you like to go 
and chat with himi. 

> William F&lmer's house is in front of the Talbot Arms, that stone-coloured building stondjxtg' 
back, as if in shame, a little from the road. It will be a good time before that house lets 
again. The paper wiU peel off the damp walls, the tiles will become loose, and the little sttip 
of neatly-kept garden at the back be choked up with weeds before the neit tenant tak^ 
possession. We should not wonder if that house becomes haunted. However, the proper!^* 
belongs to Lord Lichfield, and he can afford the loss o£ rent. 

Xowthe shops become bigger, and the stocks-in-trade more extensive. The bookseller's. 
Aop, with its fashionable mahogany front of plate-glass, appears to do a thriving business. 

Down the first turning to the left, where the foundries are, used to be the post-office 
l^fore Cheshire was found out. It is an ugly street, like a back street in Manchester, where 
spinners live. The post-office is closed now ; the little slit is blocked up in the black band that' 
occupies the under-sash of the window. 

You pass by other shops, and amongst them Mr. Ben Thirlby's, the prisoner's assistant. 
Here, too, is the crockery shop, where Palmer used to deal; there is the saddler's, where his 
harness was repaired; there the tailor's, where his clothes were made. Everything in Kngeley 
is Pahner now. Nothing else is talked of. 

We come to the bank where Palmer kept his flickering account; now immense, from the 
sadden influx of £13,000 ; now down to almost nothing, from losses on the race-course. They 
do not seem to work very hard at country banks, for this one opens at ten and closes at three. 

Now you are in Brook-street, where the horae-fair is held. It is as broad as Smithfield, 
and as long as Regent-street, vrith plenty of room for looking at the horses, even .though they 
should chase down the road like a cavalry regiment. The tall pole facing you is called the 
Maypole, and although it is as high as a three-decker's mast, it is said that boys sometimes ^ 
dimb up it; but it must hurt their legs, for htdf way is a quantity of iron hooping. 

Now we see Bugeley in its beauty. The houses on both sides are large and comfortable, and 
country-looking. The trees that line the road give it a country air. The waggon before the 
miller's door, and the drove of sheep and cpws raising the cloud of dust in the distance, are 
sufficient to destroy the solitude of the landscape. In the far background are the 'dark hiUa of 
Cannock Chase framing-in the view. 

"Bugeley," observes an inhabitant to us, "is one of the prettiest places in Europe. The 
country around is most beautiful for miles. There are nothing else but noblemen's mansions and 
grounds; and do you think th^ would come down- and live here if it wasn't a pretty s|p6tf 
There is tiie Marquis of Anglesey's within four milw— the beautiM dssert, as they call it«« 



THE TOWN OF: BUGJ»iOT. 



n 



Bef|n Deaerfc, with the most lovely seeiierj, all along the road leading to it, yon ean im ag in e. 
There, in the other direction, is Lord Hatherton's park and woods, from which half the navy 
dock-yards are supplied. Oaks, nr, as big ronnd as cart-wheels. Then there is my Lord 
&got's; the finest woodi in Europe Lord Bagot's got. Then there is the Earl Talbof s estate^ 
and Weston HaU, and a fanndred such. , Bless you, sir, compared to Bugeley, Nottinghamshiro 
ii a fool to it. Then there's Hagley Hall, within a hop, skip, stride, and a jump of the town 
— pnly a mile, with the finest shrubberies in the world; and the Hon. Mr. Curzon is so kind 
as^to allow the people of Rugeley to e^joy them. If s only this Palmer that has set people 
^^ainst the place, or else everybody would be sin^ng its pndses." 

To the above smart description, we wiU add a few additional particulars :•— 
Bugeley contains 7,120 acres, and has a population of 4,500. Its principal fair — ^tha 
Bugeley Cattle Fair — for which it is so &mous, commences on the first of June, and closes on 
&b 6th. The other £urs are the second Tuesday in April, the second Tuesday in December, 
said the 21st of October. 

^ The Free Grammar School at Rugeley, to which William Palmer went, and which is the 
only school he ever attended, is supported by endowment from Queen Elizabeth : consisting of 
land in and about the town, the present annual value of which is about £400. Bugeley has 
nine schools, all endowed, and belonging to the Established Church. It has one Cathplit 
school, not endowed ; and one Wesleyan Methodist, endowed. 

.The Free Grammar School is a square brick building, surrounded by a high brick wall. 
Premises have been recently built out from the house, which, from being pretentiously Gothic, 
are.peculiarly unlike the plain square houses they are connected with. The scholars' entrance 
is through an iron gate. There are some fine trees round the school-house, and holly has been 
^ined along the top of the wall. Very little of the house can be seen from the road, as the 
wall is very lugh, and the trees very luxuriant in growth. It stands immediately oppodte 
the grave of Palmer's former friend— John Parsons Cook. 




TEE is»op ymxxtx pmjieb. 



CHAPTEE JX. 




ALWER, when he returned to Kugeley, after obtaimng Ihe 
diploma of the College oT Surgeons on the 10th of August, 18415, 
with the view of praetiang liis profession, found, it seems, that 
patients were not forthcoming. 

There was residing at Bugeley at i;hat time a Mr.'Benjaniiii 
Thirlby (the same individual to whom allusion will occa^onaUy he 
made in the course of this narrative), who fulfilled the dtlties of 
medical assistant to Mr. Salt, a most respectal)le surgeon of thSl 
place. He was familiarly known throughout the county as " Ben 
at Salt's." Ben had the reputation of being a capital man Of 
htisiness; and Palmer, thinking that if he secured him, a prac- 
tice might possibly be got together, made the necessary overtures, 
and was successM. Iliis act of his, as may. be supposed, was not, however, generally 
admired by his co-professionals. 

Palmer's marriage with Ann Brookes took place at Abbot's Bromley, on Thursday, the Vth 
of October, 1847. She was then under age; was clever, amiable, cheerfiil, pretty, acconi^ 
plished, and loveable. 

Many now speak of her almost with aflfection, and the poor of Bugeley still deplore the lo» 
of a most sympathising benefactress. The poor old Rugeley sexton says of her ^ "Mrs. Palmer 
was a very nice little woman. She was very good to me. I never bought a sock nor a psdr of 
shoes for any little one after my missus died, nor yet for the girl that was in the house. She 
gave me all that, and many a thing beside that. Many a time she's given ine food for 
the children." 

With such a wife, one would have thought that William Palmer would have lived in con- 
tented obscurity in his snug' two-storeyed cottage, standing a little off the street, with its 
three square windows above, and one on either side of the door. At that time he was 
following his profession with steadiness and the prospect of success. 'HIb house was furnished 
with some degree of elegance; he had a handsome carriage, and was not troubled in pecu- 
niary matters. Moreover, he had no connexion wifii the turf; and, altogether, 'his former mond 
delinquencies set aside, was somewhat of a ''catch" in this dtilljieigh^oarhood. 

In a year and a few days after the marriage of William OMmer and Ann Brookes, viz., on 
October 11th 1848, theireldedt child was bom. Three months afterwards he was christenad, 
as will be seen by the following extract firom the lentry in.tlxexshunih books : — 



rJffmTTATtf andAWrPALMEB, Bitgblbt 



^^ January 3«^«] 

Surgeon, 

«^rJB.'JBCKINSOIT, Vicarr 

^ The above is a trae Oopy, taken from the Faiiah Begister, this 9ili ^r&4Smm^sm, 

«T. D. ATKINSON.- Yicarr 

Willie, the child referred to above^ is still living, and people speak of him as beiDg remark- 



i£M< a* a forttngiibt^ld, and one at tbzee ireeJa. They all died in mrmiAsmim*, axid'tbe trane^ 
Aam Braddiavr, is tBidtDliaine mninto a well-known pt^lie^faouse' in ^Bogeley^liea tlie'foartk 
i&ild dkd, ercWming, "a*ll nerer go back to that wretch Palmcr'fl house again/* *' The poor 
dear child was as well and as hearty as possible, when Palmer, comes upstairs and says ^to -m^ 
/*X<m OBiL godowB,'BradBhaw<,* I'lltrarse fhechild for a few mhitrt^/ "But in a few mmntea 
ifiB poor chlld'fl sravans madfi'me mn np again, wheal fotmd the peer babf had Just died 
^.violent ooaTiiM<m&'' 

There axe two fSnugs in Balmer'B'<»reer'that'WoaM be extremely difBcnlt to Teeoncile iHtfe 
jatmnsett of his lii^ w^reit' not for -the known hypocrisy of the man. 

Herwas^flmindfilgeitt'lmsbaBd, and a man who always ttttended Divine serviee. 
., Ab a hosband, he was not attentive, still he was not unkind; so long as no questions were 
aeked as to his goings and comings, his wife might have what she liked, and^dcrwhat she pleased. 
j9[e bought her ahandfidme chaise and a beautiful pair of ponies, which she used to drive 
^dbout tbeeountiy with ; and if his ccoKLuct (ol^r -^um his long absences) ever gave hereause 
to c om p la i n, it must* hare been in some way that didnot meet the pubUc eye. 

We had it ftwa the^lips'df a flemale Mend of Mrs. Palmer's, that Mrs. Bilmer had told her 
ijjmt ** she was very happy indeed ; She had everything her heart could wish for, or that money 
oould purchase.'* 

, Beyond this, we subjoin a couple of well-authenticated anecdptes in exemplification of PaJmer'a 
excessive fondness for his wife : — 

Mrs. Palmer, and an intimate' acquaintance, went (some little time before Mrs. Palmer's^ 
death) to London, and from 'thence to Eamsgate; after stopping :a fortnight, they came back. 
The young lady, Mau Bflmer^s companion, aaked Palmer whether they had not stopped too 
long ? " No, ia(leed,"jn|B3kd Palmer, " I doinotthink you have stoppedaidfllAi^ enough ; if 
jou had stqpgedaa uUM Bi fli a' t night, M Afould have done Mrs. Pahner^L^ESoisdmlsiDere good." 

Palmer went. iJ^ttoilioniibnaiidcaBiebaek the same day, bringing^ifiih diini afpresent for 
his wife, in tfa»ij|lftqp.^iff<.a wicker dhaisd. Mrs. Palmer waadadiiglttiri^^Bia/said she should 
certainly iiaB.iGiiitlin it^'flle^niBott momiiig. . 

At this^JBaiiser^YMB^ai^^BaiiBry indsed: ''''How canyoatfifi&^of andhatftdng?** saidhe; 
y the htMBneJis not used to the«wi^£eF'4wo«li^ilRjzmght run.iflang$aaid^aatfa»ttlitown out — ^why^ 
jou milb^ be bi^ught home aee^jMe, anditiwnwdirtiiflwMafl ^Tiarty 

Palnur made a great show o£:x^ipasLj: lidmmM'iawvAsmtJBm&sMf^ymTle&oiL aSaturday ta 
^^reach Bugi^by in time for DivinB!«aEmMm^unday^; oadiinihis pew he would^zead the rei^nse& 
louder than aixybe%, else in the (^imSb. He ww-exeeediiii^^tteDtyvie,; was lihe only person 
in Rugeley who^tMkimtea'isf tl3e^B8raian%%wAmh healiBg^iinvaridiB^^difl.. InHiheEt, if hia 
attendance at church would have gained him a gqod name, he might be said to have done 
^cnrary^hing in his power to obtain it. 

Bageley^ tiwugh a small place, has yet two churchep—the one a " handsome ikbric,** kept 
like best clotheB> to be used only on Sundays, and the other an Old negleeted ruin, a kind of 
«fevy-dsy bmlding, very pieturcsque and interesth^ — that; Wsb mi old servant, is allowed to 
- Itoep its ''pkoe** because of prat services. The handsome ^bricoesta grest'deal of moroy, and 
-is kept up iin style, with gravelled walks leading to its oaken doors, and the turf about it weU 
flvwept and trimmed. T3ie deseafted ruin is now nothing- more thanan dd square towei*, iwth 
empty holes^or windows, that look deathly as the hoBoweyes of a-skoH^ and a large patdi of 
iyy dmging like rags and tatters to its Ueak grey tddee. What remains- df its chaneel has 
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been roofed in with boaids, and turned into a Sondaj-jKhool, where the children dt in rows 
beneath and aronnd the (dd tombs, and read hjmns when the mistress is looking, and wh«a 
her eye is tnmed away^ amuse themselyes by watching the flies crawling orer the quaint madbiB 
tablet of Ralph Weston, or the curiously-carved monimient of Johannes Weston, ** Senior ds 



The new church ha? an insulting ur of prosperity about it, and holds its tall turret high in 
the air, as if it knew it owned more tombstones than its neighbour on the other side of this 
road. The windows are glazed with diamond panes, all free from cracks, and sparkling in th« 
sun, and its inner doors are of red cloth, new and bright as a postman's coat in May. 

The interior of the church is clean, and varnished, with the brown oaken pews ranged 
against the white-washed walls, and the narrow' strip of matting leading to the altar. A long 
red curtfun hangs before the huge window, uid casts a warm glow upon the polished sides of 
the goblet-shaped pulpit. * 

lyimer's pew has a row of dark-covered prayer-books And bibles resting on the ledge in 
front. On the fly-leaf of one of the books is written, in ink, "William Palmer, Rugele^, 
August 28th, 1837; the gpift of his mother, Mrs. Sarah Palmer, Bugeley." Just nineteen 
years since he received the jH-esent ! His father was living then, and the timber-yard was 
well stocked, and the business going on prosperously. What would the criminal give to call 
back those years ? 




. In the bible are some pencil-notes taken during sermpn time. The following are some of 
them : — " He was a teacher come from God." " Means — ^Prayer. God's word all the means 
of grace. Particular means— Faith in Christ. Faith has an heavenly influence." 

Wretched man ! Was he acting to the crowd around, when, pencil in hand, he took down 
these words ? Was he hoping that it would be whispered after service, how attentive William 
Palmer had been to the sermon ? Was he using religion that it might tum.suspidon from 
lum, and ward off the punishment due to the murderer ? Or did he, in the desperation of 
fear, sincerely pray, hoping by three hours' worship to atone for a poisoned wife and, brother? 
Or was he specidating upon "the forgiveness of sins ?" 
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Palmer was a regular subscriber to the Stafford Church Missionary Associatiou, and iu the 
last report his name thus makes^its appearance : — 

W. Palmer,'E8q." , £1 

We feel quite satisfied that William Palmer was a thorough hypocrite in reli^ou, and wo 
much question whether he was even a kind father. ' .He would have wished to have 
appeared so, but he could not. We subjoin a copy of a letter from Palmer to little Willie^ 
which is peculiar for two or three things. In the first place, it is written as if to a grown 
person'; in the second ^place, it does^not (excepting the conventional conunencement and ter- 
mination) contain a single term of endearment; thirdly, the commencement is written carefully 
(almost as if printed) — ^in fkGt, as if for a child ; but afber the first line, it is evidently hurried 
over — words ille^ble, and, indeed, not nearly so plain as his usual hand : — 

' "My dearest "Willie, " Rugeley. 

** As your birthday is Thursday, I shall send for you home to-morrow, and shall be glad if you 
will ask Mrs. Salt to'be good enough to have }'ou ready for the 12 o'clock train to-morrow, and I 
wiUl send Henry for you by the first train from here in the morning, and 
.:. "I am, my dearest "Willie, 

" Ever yours, most sincerely and affectionately, 
" Oct. 9, 1855. ' . " Wm- Palmer. 

, " Please present my kind regards to Mis. Salt." 

. i '* Everjyours, most inncerely^and affectionately." "What an unfiitherly ending— how differ- 
ently do the letters of Mr3. Palmer read ! Here is one ; it is undated, and is surmounted by a 
copper-plate view of the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park, executed by Arthur Walkley, Bromp- 
ton, Nov. 9th, 1860. There is an engraved inscription under the view, viz. .-« 
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" PALACE OF GLASS FOB THE DOMiaTEIAL EXHIBITION, HYDE PABK, 

" Designed by Joseph Paxton, Esq., F.L.S. 
" This magnificent structure is 1848 ft. long, 408 ft. wide, and 66 ft. high, and is built 
" entirely of glass and iron." 
" My dearest Willie, 
'^ I hope you are very happy, and also very good— Mamma has been to purchase this little 
picture for you : I was sorry not to get a coloured one. I shall hear &om Papa aU about you, so 
let him have to tell me that you are a dba& «00I> boy. I shall not forget, all being well, some 
pretty toy for you. Give Papa twenty Msses: finr H&uhitw., and twenty for yourself, and with 
love ever — ^Ibur affectionate Mamma, 

" London, Thursday. i ^ **- A. Palmer. 

*^ Tell Papa IwilLwiatortaibafrtaHBorrow fhsai Biiunsgate." 

What a tender mother's letter isioka — ho¥r ik tnsadies affeetaoiL in every word ! 

Palmer does not seem to haare pracHSMd much as » sozgeon. lb is troe that the confusion of 
names between William PSaltaier> of Bugetsy,aiid WHilSam T'aibaetp the dufpenser at the Stafford 
Infirmary, has helped him to some r^utation that way> traEfc tha f&et is^ tiiat his antecedents 
were too well known round about Bogdey for pet^le to hare nnsidttftiil^ in his medical skiU. 



CHAPTER X. 



PALMER QUITS PHYSIC FOB THE TUTIF — HIS BACUTa EBTABUB&KSirr. 

HE newly maoded. surgeon, eltjies taadi n^t the upplication neces- 
tarf to* 8«Gceedt.hi Ms peafearioAy or dse 1^ MiteeedeiitB wean so 
mtadi in' his dia&vour^ that pa(n.«ntS' fooght shy. of em^oijiiig 
lOBBBEt^ Ei&er his indolenee, or the jforce ef eircnmstanee, hMliaed 
hhn tewKTds turf puisnilK; and frem il^s time fbvward he ai- 
da%ed his ^gaaaxm. fbr hoanes wstk hDise^sachoi^ withi^ot/ieeftHttst 
Aecnst^ned from his earliest iax&ncy ta Hv^ agaMtkg^ 1|OA«0 — ^£ar 
Bugelj Me is famions tkroughocst the mMBai^ cotH^siesr-lie was 
not long m steqmsmg the expennye hMi» aad uiseroiMiloiis 
practices of the horse-dealing fraternity. Ife eyemtsalBy became 
Ml owiier and breedl^ of race^ht^rses,. afod betted freely and 
largely. 

Among the horses known to have T)een owned m part of whole by Pahner, the Mkfimaa^ axe 
the most unportant :— " Goldfinder,"/* Doubt," "Mermaid," **I^ Van Wmkle," "Polestar," 
" Chicken/* Mid " Nettle." It is a^great mistake to suppose that he had only one trainer, as 
has been represented ; he had two or three. 

The stables which Palmer had for his brood mares, are in the outskirts of the town of Rugeley. 
They present the appearance of a long well-built shed; the roof is thatched, and mride- they 
appear to have been carefully fitted up with iron troughs, Ac. In addition to the padcb^ 
where the ^tables are, several fields adjacent used to belong to Pahner, and were used fbr iSm 
horses. 
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Tfie groom wbtr shcmied ua over the premiaes, informed us that Palmer never bred any horses 
to ran, tikot Me knew of ** I know/* he continued, that " he bought a good many, and gave very 
Ito^ priees fbr them ; he had about three or four brood mares, but there was generally a good 
many young things about. 

•* Be iBjed t© sell them for most curious prices. He sold two for £10. He wanted money, I 
suppose ; but they were worth a great deal more than that, you may depend. He bred some 
good horses, I can assure you, ar. 

**H6 always seemed to seU his horses for a great deal less, and buy them for a great deal 
more, than they w«re worth. I don^t think he betted well ; he lost large sums of money. 
" *He-¥rai'aTery n^DgnliEurman. He never changed countenance whatever happened. We 
used to notice it as he passed by. We never could teU whether he had won or lost. 

'fVImer^ horses were not all at Bugeley j he hadiKxne at Hednesford, ai Sannte's, tbe 
trainers. He would! havo three mares at a iune wi^ eotim «t Riig«l^. 

" He diid breed some horses, but he bought naaay. His nee^honna wtr« idl purchimK 
Those who know BOthing aboot hone-racing except ffoifr wliat they me #hflii tih# nmoiiig 
aetvally takes place ; who go to tie Derby as Aey would- ta the firti' night of «• new flay, aad 
erftieise the perfbnmmeet of the different horses at they would Aoie of t^ aolor»i wMtoUt 
hofiDg- any knowledge of the difficulties Quit havet taketr pttce at tbe rr h ear ta U, or etvr bimiig 
been **'belkiBd the scenes^ in eitfaev case, can f«m but a faint notion 'of tbe extraorlfBary pre- 
|MNratioA0, tie eares, the amneties, the seheoies, the tricfcSi the ** dodgee/^ wfaleh MBonpsny 
the racer's career, from the moment of bia birth until he starts fbr his great rmie. 

The colt— the oflkpring of aome celebrated wihner — iir, of coane> the obfeet of tbe moat 
fnteoseintereatlo hie owner, who, it may be, has bees heaTtly involTed by previous Ibssea, 

and who looke to this new coeaoF as a 
drowning sran wovM' loelt to the rope 
thrown out to save Bfm fromtbei aea of 
diilciiltiea, the* waves of whici are oloting 
over him. With breathless anxiety he 
watches every movement ef tbe colt ; 
eagerly eonsults the groom upon the chances 
of success that thia new acNentere may pre- 
sent ; and listens with delight to the flatter- 
ing prophecies that the l^gh Priest of tbe 
atahle- utters. Tfte graem is satisfted— there 
never was a colt like this coIt> - he baa known 
many, and may be allowed to judge. And 
if the maater wilt hut take his advice and put the ** pot on pretty strong/' not only will all past 
dfiaslers be rsmedied, bat*~ 

The piouue that he dsaws of wealth and prosperity to come^ it almost too dazzling a one for 
us to fsllow. What,, tbough his master has already sunk some thoasands, the money is not 
k>at, bat iinrestsd ; aad-, with a colt like this in his posteiatoa,, must come back again a hundred 

f&Kt, 

Weffmay the youthful' aspirant for racing hoaonrs proudly toss his hea^ as he gallops round 
tbe paddock in which his eariy days are spent« Such interests,L such hopes depending on him, 
who shall dkre Idame him if, in the pride of conscious importance, he fs a Ifttle wild, and now 
and^then kicks out playficdTy and breaks the arms or lege of one or two plehiim staWe hoys. 




44 



THE IJF£ OF yfUJUiM FALMEB. 







"What an their Tuliar uuiUimies eomptro^ 
with hit importanee. Hig mightj spirit 
mast Bot be controlled; hit high mettle 
fpoiied b/ oontradicdont. Send t^ 
wounded itable»boyt to hospit«l«, and mb 
the colt down carefalljr, and corer him op 
well at- nif hty lest he catch cold after the 
exertions that attend, the kicldog exercise 
he has just been iodnlging in* 

A name is next bostowed upon hio^* 
not, it is true, with any sacred rites« anch 
as attend the christening of human javeniles^bat still with solemnity and doe deliberation. 
It is a matter of some slight importance certahily to choose a name, which it is fondly hoped 
will make a noise in sporting circles, and some day figure at the very head of the betting list. 
The colt is named, and becomes at once an indiTidoal member of society. We cannot look 
upon him as such before tiiis period : the preliminary description of him by a reference to his 
projenitors is nothing. Our next door neighbour's little boy, till yesterday, could not be said 
to possess any individual rights of citizenship, or any personal existence. Yesterday morning 
he became, for the first time, " little Johnny," and acquired personal standing in socieCy ; 
befofe then he was only << Mrs. Jones's baby,'' just as the goods and chatties that surrotuided 
him were Mrs. Jones's chairs and tables. 

But we are wandering from the subject of the colt — the future race-horse. The tine baa 
come when something must be attempted towards his education. Although, as we have said, 
his haughty spirit must not be subdued, his juTenile inexperience and childish eccentricities 
must still be accommodated to the usages of equine society. He must be taught, in the first 
place, to carry riders on his back. Accordingly, as human bone and sinew, although held cheap 
enough in all conscience, still costs more than timber, a wooden substitute for a jockey is 
strapped upon.his back. It is, of course, immediately flung off by the indignant thorough-bred. 
But the '' dumb-jockey " as the log is called, being only wood, not flesh and blood, is not much 
hurt in falling ; and is picked up again and once more strapped on, to be again and yet again 
flung off, until the colt becomes in some degree accustomed to it. Then, when the horse does 
not rear up, and plunge, or throw, or kick up quite so often, the log of wood is laid aside, and 
a cheap stable boy placed on his back instead. 
About the same time the operation known as '^ Ringing" is commenced ; a bridle is put on 

the colt's head with a long rein afllxed, and 
the head groom holding the end of this long 
rein, forms the centre of a circle, ronnd.the cir- 
cumference of which, the oolt, with the 
" dumb-jockey" before-named on his back, is 
made to run, to gallop, jump, kick, dance, or 
plunge, or get round any way he chooses, 
incited thereto by the occasional application 
of the groom's long whip. The groom atill 
stands, his eye fixed on the colt, aa t^ 
late Mr. Widdicomb was wont to sUnd at Astlej's, (only that in this pLioe the « ringing " is 
performed without the rein, except when very young children ride, and hsTC to be tied on witii 
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eords, as nearly infiaibla ai poirible, ao as not to* take offjanjr of the speetatort^ pleasure at the 
^OkcML danger). The head groom fs asnally aocompanied by one or more inferior stable-boys, 
who wateh the operation with the same breathless interest that is inTariably displayed by Mr. 
Merriman in the Astley's " ringing '' before alladed to. 

The colt Is now sent to the '* trainers/' an establishment which may be regarded as a kind of 
college, for which the practice already gone through has served as a preparatory school. Here, 
as befits his high position amongst the aristocracy of horse-flesh, the fntnre racer has a private 
footman or groom attached to his own person, whose dnty it is to see to his food, to rab him 
down, sponge him well, and generally poHkh him off whenever necessary. 

We have likened the trainers' establishment to a college. In one important particular, 
however, the routine of the two establishments varies materially ; for whereas in colleges for the 
human race, the inmates lead a life that may be called, in some degree, irregular^-not to say 
dissipated, do now and then drink rather too much wine, and smoke more cigars than is quite good 
for their juvenile constitution ; at the trainer's, the quantity of food given to the horse at this 
point of his education is calculated to the grain of com, the thread of hay, not one atom being 
giyen more or less, than is jnst suited to produce the finest possible state of health. His drink 
too, is, if possible, more closely looked to than his eating, and the allowance of water reckoned 
to the gulp, or *' go-down," as it is technically called. 
When the colt has been for some time in training, he is taken out for his first run to try his 

paces. He is led out with several others , 
who are formed into a line — or rather let us 
be technical and say, are put "into the 
string"— and conducted to the exercise- 
ground to try a gentle gallop ; or, in the lan- 
guage of thetraining stable, ''a pipe-opeace." 
The trainer accompanies them, riding on 
one side and about the middle of ' * the string " 
so as to be able to observe each individual 
horse's doings. The colts are ridden by 
their own particular grooms, the trainer 
fitting calmly by as umpire of the race. 

The greatest care is taken of the horses after the '' pipe^opeace." Their legs and feet are 
carefUly examined to see if any injury has been sustained, or any swelling brought on. They 
■ra bathed with hot-water, and then bandaged ; and, instead of water, the horse frequently ha s 
gmel given him to drink, and a brand mash in lieu of com to eat. They could not have more 
care bestowed upon them, even were they reasoning human beings in a workhouse. 

Bnt it will often happen that they — ^we mean the horses in training, not the paupers in the 
workhouse, by any means— gain too much flesh. This must be brought down by a course of 
perspiration ; we will not use the stable term for it on this occasion, for the word is not a pretty 
one (it rhymes with ** betting.") The horses' allowance of hay is lessened, and extra clotha 
are put upon such portions of his body (when practicable) as require bringing down. Thus 
he starts off to the exercise ground, at a good canter, accompanied by two or three other 
hones, and, on the word being given, away they start at the top of their speed, as though ran- 
ging a real race. 

When, In the truner's opinion, they have galloped long enough, the horse is taken to the 
*^ mbbing-house," where more clothing is piled on him, until the perspiration rans 
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from hia limbs In siraams. Tl^eii the 
■mallest possible qaanAity of wster is 
given him— from a bottle— jnst as » ro- 
fresher after bis flKeriions: his ooatrilst 



lips, and face are well sponged, his body 

scraped all ever, wiped down with wisps of 

straw, and sabseqoentij rabbed natil there 

is not a damp hair left upon it. A fresh, 

dry suit is then put on, hood, cloths, and 

all ; another qparios'drai^ht of water given 

from the bottle, and the horse -cond acted 

back cool and comfortable to his stable. 

Daring the greater portion of the period that a colt remaios in training, bis ordinary time of 

exercise is, on an average, about three hours daily. The exercise, like the food and everything 

else, is varied according to the individual temperament of the horse ; the whole object of Uie 

training process being, of course, to get the animal into the best pl^ysical condition possible. 

But we will suppose the training over, and the horse in the prima of strength and beanty, 
entered for some great race — we will say the Derby. Now there may be innocent and unsus- 
pecting persons who conceive that after all this trouble and expcDse in preparation for the great 
event, there can be nothing hut the obvious fact of meeting a superior aoimal, that can preheat 
the horse from winning. The owner may think, having gone to so great an outlay, in order to 
get his horse into first-rate racing order, having, too, such a prize before him as the Derby 
stakes, must at least with his horse to win. To such untopinsticated mindf, the statement, 
that it is not always absolutely sure that the best horse will win, might seem ridiculous. 

And yet, if they would bear in mind that large, though the Derby Stakes may be, tt is ^ill 
possible to make the betting considerably larger, and tfaat^ by judicious book-maUni^ and ex- 
tensive wagers against his own horse, (layed by friends for him, of oourse ; were he to do it in 
;propria j^ersouaf the trick would be expounded at once,) the owner's interest may i»ot always 
point to his horse's comiog first in for the Derby — and it may turn out far more profital^e — 
jparadpxicftl though it may sound— for him to lose than win. Why all this trouble and expense 
then in the horses' training ? To make him look as much like a winning-horse as p4XSsU>k^ ?nii4 
■ kad those not in the secret to lay wagers on him. 

And. yet, to see the admiring glance his owner casts upon the noble animal* whose im- 
patience to be off almost prevents his jock^ 
mounting him, you could not in your heart 
believe bat that that owner's whole delight 
was in his horse's powers, his every hope 
wrapped up in bis success. You ai« not, 
of coarse, aware, that the jockey, now 
struggling into the saddle, has had in- 
structions given him beforehand, to *' rope" 
the favourite — or, in other words, to pull 
him short up in the middle of the race, 
and thus ensure his losing. 

But even if the owner ** runs hia hone to 
win,'' has backed him heavUyv vod may per- 
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chance be rained if he lose the race; even though, as far as he is'conoeraed, everything has heen 
conducted " on the square/' there are a score of dangers that the race-horse has to run before 
the eventful day arrives. Though men are paid to watch and guard him night and day with 
the most jealous care, to keep off everything that could by any possibility injure him; though 
bi« health and safety are, to all appearanee, more vigilantly cared for than that of the infant 
heir to hii^doma. What if these ^uardiani should themselves find it their interest that their 
precious chaiga should lose the coming race ? Such things may have occurred ere now. We 
hsve heard cf a stable-keeper coming like a thief in the night, and when idl was still, no eye 
upon him to detect bis doiqg8» administering deadly drags — not in such quantities as to kill ; 
that ^ould spoil half the chances — but in sufficient doses to remove all possibility of the 
jbtvoiirite's winning. This is the operation technically known as " making a horse safe/' al- 
though we must codISbss we 4o not see the ''jnfsfy/' ao Isr, at least, as the poor horse is 



Sut there are ^ofliar "ws^ of mdLiqg honws *'«iie,^'-— even supposing that his guards are 
fBithfiil, and im ihnMiii isiii i^pvoach to tamper with his food. One plan, a most effective one, 
iiiBUBweb as ^e hnm omms even on to ^fte course in full health and vigour^ and is more 
largelyhackedinJooMSfDeiiee— 'is theso^calkd ** painted bit" Instead ef^e pfuson being 
giveaitt the liorse'a food, it is smeared on fhe^it.; so wlien tte hrase is saddled fpr the start, 
and every bodiy lankm with pride and hope upon him, Jhc hridle is pat oa, the ** pahited bit " 
aa^ced lothin his mouth, and instantly the drag eKsrtsits pomr. Xhe hone ^ta»ts, then 
4i«lde«ly Jsanw at the mouth, staggers, turns aide, «Btl «— - lases. 

One liigfaly effsetive method of preventin|; the hast hone from winning, fennerly much in 
-wogue, has, wedWKewa, been put wn and to% an aheraiwi tf the. laws of racmg. This was the 

Mse^itaft.'^ The same proprietor entered 
two hovHB far :tiie race. One of these was 
intended, if It wsie possible, to win ; the 
other wss to ^^dsmke the running" against 
the rival hoiae. Aaeordingly, when all were 
stationed at ^tt starting-post, and the word 
to ''go" was ^iven, the horse that it was 
meant to win with stood quite still, the other 
starting off at a gaod-^peed. It was a * ' fake 
start," the whole not having gon^ off at the 
same time. Th^ wasre called back, and 
agaia, and jet again the wocd to start was ^ven. The horse that might have viron, got thus 
fatigued and irritated by .tiiase eonstaat pulfiagt up, while the one who had not yet left the 
8tarting^poet was iresh as whan he left the stable ; and so, when he thought his rival bad been 
fatigued by the false sterto, he went off boldiy, with all this advantage in his 
ar. 

But to enumerate a tenth part of the tricks of horse-racing, would be an endless task. Nor 
is it an agreeable theme to dwell upon. We will suppose the start has taken plaee. 

"They're offl" sounds on the course, the same two syllables cried storaltaneoudy by 
thonsands of voices, while the crowds that press against the ropes so closely that it seems 
impossible for them to move an inch, yet do accomplish the seeming impossibility, and are 
covpieised faito one-half the space, as every eye is strained and every neck out-stretched to 
catch a glimpse of the flying steeds. 
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On — on I Xilte arrows from a bow ; on, 
on 1 Likethe rmhing whirlwind. Bat ail 
these ai .viles are trite. On come the horses, 
through a Umg lifing Jane of intoifly gazhig 
eyea — of witdiy-cheeriog throats— K>f fran- 
tically geatieolating anM--of sMffly waving 
hatsi On, on J ^3(l9iUCf Jsvongst aU^lMse 
thousands of spectators, every one aatmmm 
oat aneouragingly the honse^a jnme, on 
/ljZJ: whose sneetss his {^Ina depend, or f4k 
-indignantly if he beholds his faofse bdifna tiienrest. On, on ! whHe every factflty »vsta>tbed 
in the intense excitement, every nerve strong up to the extreme point of tension ! lor «on». 
^hing like two minutes and a-half, and then the race is won— and lost! 

Oh ! how the winning itorsoik idoftMS 




'by his baokera ! Hfiwviii^^ockffoa 
-~J dieer him 1 'With what jpsn^ ^whaEt jogr* 
.^: they ^aze upon diim, as he ^miSas :^owfy 
psst towards tfaoHsealffs. And vtiMt^thoae 
who are not wiimew ? ^marmwttBMsl 3t^ 
may he liray ;iwve oliked tfaafar lall— ^tiajf, 
more ; 4;bey may hsne ndced ifact whi^ wss 
iiot -their own mgponrtiMsfnaB. How i 
these shouts of ^tsinntph to tiidr - 
^i«h what foeUoes do ttbey.1flR& i^onttiiiB 
splendid animal, now walking jHWuttly along in the midtt of his exulting admiren. WbtAMoei 
his victory portend to them ? Haiti, ilefpair, dif^^raee ! Well, let us droplttse curtain— «ia, if 
we do hear iff dist»nsing soici«i«slfidllowmg the ^eat nsse so nobly won, let'4iBs^ 
•Call in the conmep-^awcar in tiie jury. 1V%rdict, "Tempowry Insani^," and there's an «id 1 
The race is won and lost. The idol of the hour is conducted back intrhiviphito hia^tabla. 
Fresh victories are in «tore tor him. IHe wms another race, boA yet another. ^Re oarriea aH 
tefore him. And, for i^tune, is'tite theme of nniven^l convcrtation, of univcffsal adulation I 

fiut for a time. 



Another iiorse eonies out 

and wins his races iu^is turn. Brief pc^m- 

larity ! A few years and the Pointer fovou- 

Tite is entirely forgotten. Or, ifa«mev- 

hwed At all, when a poor worn ont^i^MEdow 

jof his jformer glorious Eelf, turned loose to 

spend ihe iii^ief remainder of his days on 

j^oble ease nfter his mighty tnumphs-^iM 

is but pohited at, lialf ,pityhig1y, half lieei- 

sively as the once celebrated So-and-So that 

won the Derby such a year. 

Well, well ; would we could all of us with any reason hope that after we had done our work 

in life, and done it well as has that race-horse, we might rest calmly, peacefully, nid hare as 

comfortable an asylum found us by the world, that we have done our best to benefit, as has the 

'Superannuated race-horse. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



f ALHBB AS A BACSOia AST) BBTTIKd KAK. 



* ;^5 



AVING initiistod tha reader into the mysteries pertaining to the 
breeding and ijr^OEig of raoe*horses, wh now return to our nar- 
rative of PalaaflB «0eer. 

A gentlenuoi, iviMe name we are not at liberty itomentom, but 
who is well acquainted wxtii the <arcgm«t«noBg, liainSied VBinrith 
iAiB ^fflondng informstafla?-— 

^Bafanei^ in %he first plaoe^luui been an Hk tnf Ibr cdx yam^ 

lie 1VM a de6ndter:fifire yeasrs ago, aaid it w inooaMequenoetif thst^ 

HSutt he 18 nut admitted a mendier of TjEttersall'fl. He was a 

^fte&nlter agm^ I don% sefloDect in wli«t year; but I do know, 

ibaft, sbortily aeftei^ "he «oidd not mn 'Qoldfinder/ in oon- 

«iNg[nence. Buxton, of Stafford, «Bd Jkdrton, of Birmingbam, 

Hm mosey to pay his %ei». He ran ' Goldfinder* for (fSie Chaster Cup, and, with 

■wney he won, bought * The Hawthomes,' at Stafford, just over the raSwqy bridge^ close to 

iter's. ^ The Hawthomes' is a very pretty place, and farmerly belonged to a dergymaa 

the name of Anglesark. Pahner gave 2,5202. ; he might have bought it the night before 

1,8002.9 but he waited for the public sale ; told his agent to bid as long as he kept his hand 

his waistcoat ; when he took his hand out he was the last bidder, and the price was, as I 

said, 2,5202. He mortgaged It, the very next day, to Cooper, of Xewcastle^ for £1,^60. 

[er let it to Green, all except the land, and that Painter had.*' 

" The Hawthomes' " was lately sold to George Spilsbury, Esq., SoUdtor, of Stafford, and 

•k to the County Magistrates, for £1,820. 

Another gentleman spoke of Pahner as foUows :—^ 

" I knew him, sir — I have done business with him — I had a great difficulty in getting my 
' — ^he was bad pay, mr — ^he was not admitted as a member at Tattersall's, nor was he 
Lved by iibe first-class betting men. Pve seen him over and over again take his place in a 
of comer immediately under the grand stand just with two or three — and, amongst thenu 
little dwarf of a man, name of Dyke, who used to stick pretty dose to him — ^but none of 
jike nobs went anear him." 

\ When Pahaer ran Nettle for the Oaks, he stood to wm a matter of about £10,000. At 
./rtarting, the betting was 2 to 1 against her, Nettle, while second, just after passing the mile- 
\4/b(mB on the brow of the hill, bolted to the left. Mi over the chains, and afterwards made her 
^way down among the ftnrze bushes. Marlow, the Jockey, was thrown, and unfortunately 
fractured his thigh. 

^ Had Palmer won this race, the amount of his gains would have been nearly suffident to 
jhave extricated him fix>m his embarrassments. George Bate dates Pahner's ruin fix)m this 
imtoward acddent. And yet when Mr. Dorling at the time oommisserated him on his mis- 
,fi)ctime, Pahner, who seemed almost indifferent to it, merely remarked, " It i« a bore though 
isn't it?" 
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Am<»ig the m;ore disreputable portion of tHe racing fraternity, there is a practice which is 
more general than at first sight would be imaged, which goes by the name of ** nobbling,' 
and, means, in phdn English, the doctoring of horses. Scarcely a race is run at which 
some cases or other does not occur. Of course the wealthy and unscrupulous betting man, who 
is the most interested in it, is not at all seen in the matter — ^he neither brings the poison 
nor administers it; in fact, he generally contrives to be fifty miles away, while the nobbier, 
who has quietly bought his favourite^ drug (possibly strychnia), waits about for days, until 
on opportunity occurring, the horse is found prostrate in his stable. It is more frequently 
noticed that the horses are "doctored" rather than poisoned, the object being not so much to 
kin as to disable. 

It is stod that Palmer was his own "nobbier," and this, if true, wiU at once account for 
mne grains of strychnia known to have been purchased at Apothecaries* Hall fifteen months 
ago by Palmer and Cook, under a certificate from a London surgeon. 

*' Nobbling^' it a crime necessarily somystexious, that but few records of it are obtainable ; 
bat the following is reliable :— < 

Mr. J^bn Scott, the trainer, has extensiTe training stables at Malton, in Yorkshire, and also 



HIS BACINa AND BETTING. 



• farm tdjacent. At the fturm. on the 26Cli of lait Dooemberi a btek of the name of Auriffbr 
wme poisoned under tery carious cireamstanees. It seems that a portion of the fiurm stables 
•butted npon the road, and through a hole in the end wall a carrot was thrown, which had 
preriously been scooped out and filled with arsenic. This being eaten bjr the horse, a violent 
4e«th immediately ensued. Proceedings were taken to infestigate the affsir, and a poster , of 
which the following is a copy, was extensively distributed through the kingdom :— 

;^00 REWARD. 
'Whereas, on 26th day of December last, a eacb horse in the staUes of Mr. John Scott, 
at Wbitewall-house, near Malton, in the East Riding of the county of York, was wilfaUy and 
malidoudy poisonrd by the administration of arsenic. 

A reward of j^200 will be paid by Mr. Scott to any person or persons who shall discoYcr the 
toUl^ parties ; or, if the pariy who actually administered thepoison, will faroish Mr. Scott with 
i informstion as shall lead to the apprehension of the persons who incited or procured bim 
y administer the poison, the reward shall be paid to him, and an application will be made to 
I Secretary of State, to obtain her Majesty's pardon for any person giving such information, 
litehall House, Malton, February 14th, 1856. 
his, howcTcr, proved of bo avail ; an anonymous letter was received, soggestmg that anotiier 
^100 should be offered^<-which was accordingly done— but without success. 
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The d«teetiva ikifl of Mr. Fiel^c— the judgment and experience of Mr. Peart, John Scott'S' 
«< right band mao/' were^ all alikox insafficient to diacoTer the perpetrator— and we hare heard 
that aceward of i?l,000 would have bad no more eflfect, aoch was the wealth o£ thoaewho- 
were yartiea to the Clime. 

A strangec unj^revided witk aa intcodoctiim, and that of the very highest or4er» to be 
procured from a racing-man whose character was above all suspicion, might as soon attempt 
to walk into the Queen's boudoir, as into a racing stabie-yard. Indeed, as soon as it is known 
thvl anf stfanger bee arrived m the M^hboorbood of a tramiiis estebUsbomrt, tiie pP Ma ntf on 
of exi^evfenees, which are always ezeesaire, are re-doubltd. We have bawd fro»a KeSlhie 
and perfectly authentic source, the foUoiwng story of tbcr " nobbtiog^''^ •! tb* fiuroante ftv a 
tery heavy stake. Thedeteils were precuted fram the eonfletMBB of the '^aobUer" bwaaelf^ 
who was afterwards bransported fur anotiMT crime. Ofew evening^ ia June, a tail, ihm, apafe>" 
looking matt arrived at tie ooly iap in tbe nfiage of » stfaaatsd btlwsen Epaooa and 

Aseot; He engaged a private roeas, and desbed that any ons asking, foe the name oi IBLmem^ 
sbevU at eace tie sbenrit vp to him. So(m after duak, a broad, tlikk-sefc man, dressed in a 
heavy overcoat, long leather leggings, and a wide*briMKned consiCtyman's hal^ eaqnirsd far Mr. 
Batven, and was aeeovdingly shows vp to the. staaa^as's Btenu Tbey w«r» dssated fiar upwards 
of pne hour ; the cowatryaaan then retired^ and the akivng^t velisedt to raaft^ Frosa bis asfrae- 
quent confession, it transpired that, rising at about 2 a.m., he made his way 'to the stable in 
which be knew that the favourite, whom we shall call Blueskia, was installed. With the 
exercise of much natural agility, he climbed to the top of the stable, removed the slates, 
cut asunder the battens, and made a passage mde enough to admit bis body. Creeping 
through this aperture be found himself in the loib over the stable, into wbieb latter, 
be finally descended, sawing Uuroagb two bars of the rack, tbmHigb n^ch he dropped on to the 
straw. His course was now tolerably clear ; enticing the horse to him with a handful of oats, he 
slipped off its mnsxle^ aad instantly pulled forth a twitcb, i. e. a short thick stick abon( two feet 
long, ternanaiid H^ Sklbe^ of stout whipcord, into wbtdi the upper Hp of the borae was at once 
inserted. A MMr«f«feftst])^ tben produced such excructatilBg^ pain, that BkeskuL opened his 
mouth In afefli9„ twi 9k thafc insianlt, Mr. Raven's hand eoateshuif Hui dfia^gjed bali,, went half- 
way doanlbft iMBM^tiMeet and retmrned eas^. BetaaaisQ^ bf 1^ saai» way tbait be had 
come, «Hin|Ml^t VNSjHAiiii^^ even t^tika- alatos «ad lacbbaaaw Kaamt osnls the beat of his 
way tft mawmwii Mi bfii SMyft^jer of hi» sisccbs. la tdi* cava fihaaa^ was ^ n^wbere ;" an 
immema> n i iM >Mi <r etf wm aa jy ebufft p rir bmdi^ anal tJto: ssoeft mm acaar dfocavend ont^ several 
years bad dhywdL 

Som»:fmm99»^mAhttlumit^weki9itAmd&.^ the 

Perbi^wMh a^ Madl wkmm w%fMk taftWatibdui^and' an upisamaftpa»l^,,aiulf fteu return 
by tb» wni m m a > wagnt — idfe tor m umm,i m mkam^ raw.. WebamftbaMsdit^particttbicsof one 

The WimmiwwiMioiTl a*. tA« very o^ e£' tlto> vaoe-eoucsflr^ whsaa; a* 8(diaiiiib4Uik£Bgold gen- 
tleman 4m9Sit^^gM!^hafm» ^ biikiNe^wbssebfli wiMi.bidioiiitbs:bea^ bjr » jnewdfiaii: thrown by a 
monstached sw^ on Sr ^»g,.aii4 beoomoiyiBdigiiftnt, was iinmedntflj^ aeeaflb^wSib a very frail 
storm of musical pears, snuff-boaresi pincuslMiins^ drffe, and all the variety of « knock^'em-down/' 
prizes. There was a van filled vRt& ebea{('eBodiaiq^ a bad investment to bring to the Derby, 
and that is, of course, immediately stormed; Everj' carriage, cab, or omnibus that passed waa 
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iwnloc t witk <jiMfl^ mikk in Mie ftnfe umttiDce, 'fttit giowiag stormy and aBiuive mi<£er proroca- 
Iter loBg^ewttoG^nra wewprodtteed; and voSdys of misi^es blown against l^e windows of the 
booses in Cheam and Sntton; post-horns, which during the day had, by the simple insertion 
ot a oork in the mouth-piece, been turned into drinking gobletEr, now once more become post- 
horns, and blow defiant, sentimental, and drunken notes. Palmer's party were more up- 
loarious than any on the road; and when t^y pulled up at the Cock, at Sutton, so much 
fld^tional liquor was imbibed, that even the driver lost his head; and, just before they 
readied Eennington-gate, ran into a gig, in which a stoutiold gentleman was quietly driving 
home with his wife, and, to use Mr. Watkins?8 elegant exprefislbn, " i^set the whole biling of 
'em." Such an accident as this, however, was buit little thought of on the Berby-day, and, 
after a few minutes. Palmer and his Mends were again on their way to town, to wind up a 
day of excitement with a night of debauchery.. 



CHAPTER XII. 

M»B wmamerBB^ c^mtf of foibonh!^ — ak mESQ^nnunm enmo — mbs. TmmsroN 

THE CHICKENS AlTD THE PILLS — THE T0inW» KAN KiLMBB BLY. 



^. OME time after hifr marriage, William Palmer had 
ao. ilXegitimate child 1^ a Bugeley woman, of the 
oomL' of Jaaie Mumfbnc^ and he had, in consequence, 
to \)af finr iiss keep* It ia. related that this child, a 
littLt' gn^ wa» bfioni ^ to Mm. that he might satisfy 
hiiu!ktf tbit rt waft s^33l aSre ; he saw the child, and 
t^oQL Iter htBBOf wffosL. SlK>ri>ly afterwards she died. 

Tlifr owe of Mrs* Thornton, Bilmer^ mother-in- 
law, \& pregnant with suspdon.. She reaided^'as we 
Luvo be&restated^ behind St. Msaf^iiaack, Stafford^ 
auil was a person of rather eceentarlMdlili^ not keeping 
any boramts^ lA&oagh p on M fiiM i A of eoseiderable pro- 
perty. n^BMg, it 8qeiB% rmnin t» sa»hcr for the pur> 
po«e itiharrmmg moiiey; he wtftm great difficulties 
from the want of a ]ilAi& ready ca^ and it is fair to 
suppose that he had ^bready tried to obtun some from 
hn own molfaer ; however, he came to Mrs. Thornton, and not only asked her toieiid it him, 
but to come and live with him. She said she had a great objectton to landibg him the 
»eqmred amount, birt a stall greater one to Kring with him. He went away very angry, 
and the old lady, fearing that her dai:^hter might probably be ill-used, wnt ham a cheque 
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^or £20, drawn on Salt and WebVe bank^ the ooraer-honse in the Maiket-square ; but 
Pahner, not satisfied with £20, again and- a^finn urged h» to eome and iive with him; 

t.-. — -jji; I'L ,."i^;, I VlJ i]l 




and at last^ over-persuaded, she went, using these remarkable words previous to her departure, 
— ** I know I shall not live a fortnight !*' , 

Nor did she. 

By her death Palmer became possessed of the nine houses behind St. Mary's chnndi ; but 
recently, by an order of the Court of Ohanoei^, he has been obliged to disgorge thenx^ia favour 
of a Mr. Shallcross, proved to be Colonel Brookes's next heir. 




Ai other suspicious case is that of Bladon, who came down to receive some money, ;^400, 
it is understood, and never went back. 

" Comejdown," Pahner is rqxMted to have written, " and you shall have some sport. I will 
pay you before you go bick." 
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Mr. Bladon was a native of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, and a brother of his still resides there. It 
was in May, 1850, that he visited Palmer at E-ugeley; and^ while there, was driven over from 
that place to Ashby by Jeremiah Smith. They spent tiie day with a Mr. Bostock, and ' 
retomed to Bngeley.the same evening. Bladon was at that time in good health, though not 
quite recovered from the effects of an accident ha had met with. He had more than ^100 on 
his person, and also a betting-book. In less than a w^k' he fell desperat^y sick, and after , 
William Palmer and his assistant, and subsequent partner, Mr. Benjamin Thirlby, had 
exhausted their skilly old Dr. Bamford was called in to " prescribe a mixture." Palmei^ nevet 
sent tb Mrs; Bladon to acquaint her of her husband's illness ; but a friend of Bladon's, named 
Merritt, on his return from Chester races, caUed to see hun at Rugeley, arid found him in s04- 
fearfril a state of illness, tliat he thought it right instantly to proceed to London by the express 
train, and send her down. She arrived there to find him on the point of death and speechless, 
and having, expressed a wish that her husband's friend, Mr. Bostock, or her husband's brother, 
should be sent for, Palm^ made the excuse idiat Ashby was a long way off, across country 
roads, and would take two or three days 'fw the journey, although he knew very well that 
Sladon had only a very short time before been driven to Ashby by Jeremiah Smith, spent the 
day there, and returned to Rugeley the same day. There were other suspicious ciroumstances .- 
foic instance, she was only allowed to see her husband for a very short space of time, and was 
then hurried out of the room, and was not allowed to see him again, neither whilst living nor 



58 THE UFE OF WlLLLVM PALMER. 

after death. The reason assigned hy Pahner, a£ber Bladon's death, was, that his hody was fast 
decomposing and not fit to he seen. He was also buried with indecent haste. 

Upon Mrs. Bladon expressing her surprise that so little money was found upon her husband's 
person (namely, £15), as she knew that he had a considerable sum with him. Palmer said 
that Bladon had been to Ashby, and paid away a good deal of money there — ^the contrary 
being the fact, as he had money to reeeive in Ashby, and none to pay. Another circumstance 
was, that his pockets had been ranmMged, his papers all turned over, and some abstracted; his 
betting-book, too, was misdng. Hk death oecurred immediately a^ber Chester races, and 
there were strong reasoos &r h^Etenag tlwt Palmer had lost oonsderably to him. 

A very suspicious cizciiiiiiUiiee eo m nM s t ed "wiih. the al&ir wm this : Pahner used veiy'great 
exertions to induce Mn. BkAm to s^ a oertaia doenment, wliidi iet torOi that Bladon was 
indebted to him in the mooot cf iSSO, whereaii^ ftetwM the rerjrerene. Tlus she would 
have done in a moment had her affinn aot heen aubuimme d, and bad Pahner not said he had 
never borrowed a fiurtlniig fnnt her 1w!ffJ*"«*^ m lus fi£e. The end ef tiie matter weis, that 
although Biadon's htother, and serend of his friends, entertained rery grave aospiiiions of 
unfair prooeecBogi^ and one vent to ifae extent of writing to ilie polioe at Sngeley on the 
subject, yet Mrs. Bhwloii vm dhfiosed to feel pleased with mdx treatment she thought her 
husband and herself had reeemd^ and was opposed, without aome proof more than mere 
suspicioti, to aeennng any one of m finl a enme. She coonsdled Kr. Bostoek^ the 
friend who had shewn fahnsdf BMwt aelire m ihe matter, if his mmd was not easy, to go over 
himself and make inqmriea, hot to panse ere he did anything to render Mrs. Palmer so uneasy 
as so dreadful a suspicion must sttke her, and «9dmied Mm to think, in such a case, wbat the 
feelingg of his own wife woold he^ and to rmmder hta. 

The following is the letter wTitt& hy Mjeb, Bkdon to her friend, Kr. Bostoek, at the 

time: — ' 

^* June 14, 1850. 

" Dear Sir, — ^I am exceedingly obliged to you and Mrs. Bostoek for the kind interest you take 
in my affairs, and have no doubt, from the respect you bore my late husband, you would have done 
what you say ; but if you take into consideration the afflicting circumstances I was placed in, with 
no one of my own friends round me to advise or counsel me, ignorant of the distance (wMcli I con- 
sidered much further,) bowed down by grief as I was, that I d|d not aet with <h.e eoolness of after- 
reflection. In the midst of my trouble Mr. Palmer insisted on my ogning a paper for £SB, £60 of 
wh&eh be said Mr. Bladon borrowed of him, and the £9 he said he had paid him for twenty gaJloas 
of gin^ which he had not received. The gratitude I felt for the kind treatment Bladon had, I 
thought, received from tiiem, would have induced me to have signed it in a moment, could I faave 
done so without distressing myself; but knowing the embarrassed state of my afuurs, whidi I 
candidly informed them o£^ still Mr. Palmer insisted on my signing the paper, urging, if it was not 
in my jpower to pay, he would not compel me to do so ; and I think I should have been indu<;ed to 
have done so had he not said he had never borrowed a farthing of Mr. Bladon in his life. I knew 
in that he told a falsehood, as I had seen a letter in which he acknowledged £100, and told him so. 
From that moment he ceased to insist on my signing the paper, telling me he would make me a 
.present of it ; and on Mrs. Palmer coming into the room, from which she had been absent a short 
time, he told her to ^ow the paper (which was lying on the table) into the fire. Kow, as regards 
the notions that If illiam and you seem to entertain c^ his brother's death, I entertained no sua- 
picioae. I felt, and still feel, extremely obliged to Mrs. Palmer for her kindness to me, vbieli 
could not be greater if I had been a relative of her own. Consider how shocking it would appeak, 
without some proof more than mere surmises, to accuse any one of a foul crime, which your letter 
more than hinti^ at. If your mind is not easy, go over yom-self and make inquiries ; but pause ere 
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;you do anything to reader Mrs. Palmer so uneafly as so dreadful a iii«|piQi»a wmai Make ber. 
Think in such a case what the feelings of youi* own wife would be, and consider nine. That Mr. 
Palmer has acted unjustly in money matters y I have good reason to believe ; hia letters I have 
placed in the hands of tlie Brewery firm, and if they think proper, and that l^re are sufficient 
gTX)unds, they will, no doubt, investigate the matter. Thanking you and Mrs. Bostock for your 
Idnd inTitation, of which 1 shall be Tiappy to avail myself, allow me to subscribe myself your 
smocTC niend, 

•** E. y. Bladon." 

We can readily sympathize in Mrs. Bladon's anxiety with respect to Mrs. Palmer, She, 
poor lady, was dreadMly agitated when she heard of Bladon's death, and exclaimed, " My 
poor mother died when on a visit here last year — and now this man. What will people gay ?" 

What win people say, indeed ! Beyond these deaths, there were also other grounds for 
suspicion, and rumour, with its thousand tongues was soon at work. People called to mind 
Abley's case, and then the sudden death of one of Palmer's imcles on the mother's side, under 
•circumstances of grave suspicion. This uncle was one of the Bentley £amily, and brother to 
Mrs. Palmer, the old lady, and was known everywhere by the nick -name of Beau Bentley — 
ifor he was a great fop, and continued so to the time of his death. His real name wvim Joseph 
Bentley. He lived at Longdon Green, near Lichfield. All the Bentleys' were well off. 

This man's first wife was a woman of property ; she died, and he inherited it. He married 
again ; and his second wife died very strangely. After the death of his second wife, he lived 
iBvith a woman as his mistress, and by h6r he had a daughter. Horrible to tell, his own illegi- 
timate daughter fathered a child upon him. From Longdon Green this Beau Bentley moved 
to Dodsley, near Uttoxeter; and, whilst there^ married a third wife. She was a widow at the 
time, and very badly off, and there is no doubt she took him to get a home. 

Whilst Beau Bentley was living at Dodsley, William Palmer went to see him* It is the 
^neral opinion that Palmer wanted his uncle out of the way, and it is reported Uiat they 
<irank some brandy and water together, and that next morning Bentley was taken ill, and three 
days afterwards died. 

Palmer has another uncle who is possessed oi a good property, and oonsiderahly ndTanced in 
life. He is a cripple, and consequently confined to the house. Mrs. Bentley, his wife, has 
always exhibited suchc are and affection for her lame husband, that her fiither-in-law, on dying, 
left her, in case of her husband's death, the property— so Mr. Bentley has no power of willing 
. the estate away so long as she lives. One day, when the old lady was in town at William 
Palmer's, she compltuned of not being very well. He mixed her up a couple of pilli^ telling 
lier to take them that night at bed-time. She^ however, feeling better, and disliking pills, 
•determined on " cheating the doctor," and not taking them. Early the next morning cane a 
message from Mr. Wm. Pabner, to inquire lipw the old lady was. The messenger appeared 
very much disconcerted that she had not tak^ this medidne, and said, Mr. William ^t v«ry 
anxious about her health, and that she was to be sure and take the pills the next night. 
Instead of that, however, the old kdy thought it better to throw them out at the window. 
Unfortunately, she chose the window locddng into the poultry yard, and the diickens^ ea^g 
the pills, died after their meal. 

Here is another case, which is put forward on the authority of the " Norfolk Chronicle ;" — 

" It seems that a few years ago a young man named Bly, resi^ng near Becdes, had formed an 
unfortunate connection with the turf, chanced to be professionally attended by William Palmer, 
either at Bugeley, or at some town a<]yaoent to a race-conrse, by many said to be Leicester* Bly 
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had, singularly enough, won largely of Fdmer, when he was thus taken dangerously iU. His 
wife, on hearing from him, immediately hurried to his hed-side. On her arrival, Palmer tried 
to persuade her not to see her hushaud. She succeeded, however, in having an interview -with 
him, and he told her he believed he was dying, and after expressing contrition for his ill-spent 
life, stated, that in the event of his death she was to apply to Pklmer for £800 which he o^wed 
him. He died shortly afterwards, and after his funeral Mrs. Bly related to Palmer the con- 
versation. Palmer replied, that it was only a proof of the state of mind in which the deceased 
had died, for instead of his owing him £800, it was just the reverse, the money being due from 
the deceased to him. He added, that he should never have applied to Mrs. Bly for it, if she 
had not mentioned the subject to him." 

Beyond the above rumours of deaths by poison, it came to be noted as a singular circum- 
stance, that Palmer's children, with the exception of the eldest, all died][in earliest infancy. 
The last of these died in January, 1854. Ere, too, a few short months had gone by, it was 
destined to be the poor mother's turn. 




CHAPTER XIII. 

THE ILLNESS AND DEATH OP PALMEB'S WIFE. — ^£13,000 NETTED BY THE TRANSACTION. 

T was discovered by the legal fraternity some years since, that the 
language of Colonel Brookes's will, conveying the bequest to 
Anne Thornton, was not sufficiently forcible to convey it to her 
absolutely, but only to give her a life intereqj in it ; conse- 
quently, at her decease, it was liable to be claimed by the heir- 
at-law to Colonel Brookes. Under these circumstances, there 
would be nothing unusual in Pahner's insuring his wife's life, 
in order to protect himself from the loss which would ensue 
in case of her decease. And since her property consisted of 
seventeen acres of land, valued at between three and four 
hundred poimds per acre, besides nine houses, and the inte- 
rest of the sicca rupees — ^upon however, which he had borrowed largely from his mother — 
there could be no doubt of his having such an interest in his wife's life as wotQd 
justify insurance, though certainly not to the amount eventually effected. In January, 
1854, Palmer seems to have insured her life for £3,000 in the Norwich Union, and during^ 
the following March, in the Sun for £5,000; an insurance was also effected in the 
Scottish Equitable for £6,000. It is a remarkable feet, that the annual premium on the 
policies exceeded in amount the income which William Palmer's wife enjoyed in her own 
right. Supposing her to have died, the greater portion of her income descended to her son. 
Pahner, therefore, could have had no interest in her life which could have warranted an 
assurance to the extent of £13,000, though that was only half the amount he endeavoured to 
effect. In fact, the propdSUs declined by other offices amounted to more than £16,000. 

On Monday, the 18th of September, 1864, Mrs. Palmer accompanied her sister-in-law. Miss 
Sarah Palmer, to a concert at St. George's Hall, Liverpool. The former lady ventured here m 
light summer costume, and fanded she took what is commonly called a chill. She slept at 
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Liverpool that evening, and spent the following morning there. After partaking of a luncheon 
of cold roast beef, she started with Miss Pahner in the train for Bugeley, and on her 
arrival there appeared to be very unwell and went to bed. Next morning her husband 
took up to her room a cup of tea with sugar in it, but no milk, and some dry toast. 
Soon afterwards vomiting commenced. Whatever substance she received, tea* gruel, and 
once a little arrowroot, was prepared by the servant girl Eliza Tharm, but adminis- 
tered only hf, Mr. Palmer, or Ann Bradshaw, a deaf old nurse subsequ^tly .called 
in. On Sunday, Dr. Bamford (aged 82, be it remembered) waa sent for, and bemg given to 
understand that the case was one of English cholera, though the patient was then suifering 
from constipation, he prescribed some piUs containing calomel and colocynth, and an opening 
draxight. On Tuesday evening he again called, and found that only one pill had been taken, 
and that the bowels were still unmoved. This was the last time he saw her. She died on the 
following Friday; and at her husband's request, he, without a moment's hesitation, signed a 
certificate that she died of English cholera. Another medical gentleman, Dr. Knight—one of 
the antiquities of Stafford, he being also above 80 years of age -the deceased's very deaf guar- 
dian — also signed the certificate with equal fecility. He saw the patient twice on Monday, 
when she was too much reduced to hold any conversation with him. However, hfer husband 
supplied the deficiency, and described all the usual symptoms of English cholera. It does not 
appear that he ordered anything but a small dose of diluted prussic acid to relieve the retch- 
ing, nor is there any reason to believe that he made any further inquiries on the subject till 
Saturday, when he heard that the poor lady had expired on the previous day. A third medical 
man, Benjamin Thirlby, Palmer's partner, likewise saw the sick woman. It was on the day 
she died, and when she was so completely prostrated as to be unable to answer any questions. 
Thirlby recommended some arrowroot and brandy, which the nurse promised to ^ve her. In 
addition to^the medicines prescribed by the doctors, it appears that Mrs. Palmer frequently 
took effervescing draughts, which were ^ven to her by her husband. " They were given in my 
presence," said the nurse, '* in this way : — ^He brought some clean water in a glass, and a 
tspoon with some'powdep in it. He put the mixture into^thc water, and when he stirred it 
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with the spoon it effervesced. It looked like the ordinary effervescing draughts, and Mrs^ 
Pahner used to say that they were very refireshing, and did her more good than anything else^ ' 
She took these draughts two or three times in the course oiihi day/' 

During the ilhiess of the pwr wonuui, her chie^ and indeed only anxiety appears to have 
heen for jher little boy. VThatk the dergyman came to visit her wbA to pray with her, she 
asked his prayers on luar ^tSBot 9^3tdti belialf . Of five ch]ldTeB» iht Dndts oi her marriage, he, 
the eldest born^ was the only one that survived, and he had evBr Wm t» her a source of deep 
anxiety. Whetksr or mat any dftrk saapieious ever crossed her mSad » t» the cause of death of 
her oth» dear liebes,, ]4 i» n^HMnble to say. One lady, 'hEmmo-f, rdHfees; that while staying* 
with Mirs. P^dimer at th» ae»4ide, whither she had gone fbr the-VoH^ ti" her health, speakings 
of her chlU, ske one cby said, " My dear hoy— 1 hflfe he is sqfi f* andi 19u% qcdddy recalling 
her word!^ site »clairaed„ ** I mean, I haj» he- i» vniL" 

Shortly alter the poor mother's death, JPfchiwr jland 1^ Btid» fiibw, then between six and 
seven years of age, under th» care ef Mrs. Skll. When h» Hamf^ the child to her, he ap- 
peared greatly affected, and^ whh tears in his eyes^ said, **I Im* hanB^ht dear little Willie ta 
you. It was Annie's desire, aod I wish to carry out my dear wife^s last injunction, which was 
to place him under your care.** 

The nurse tells us that when poor Mrs. Palmer was at her last gasp she rang the bell, and 
Mr. Palmer came up. "He did not quite come round the bed. I said to him, 'I fear Mrs. 
Palmer is dying.* He appeared very much hurt, and went out into the next room, and 
returned again directly. I think that then she was gone. After she was dead, I stayed with 
her twenty minutes. I went into the next room to Mr. Palmer. He appeared quite uncon- 
scious of what had taken place. I asked him to take a little brandy. Upon this he looked at 
me, and said, he thought that he had been asleep, rubbed his hands, and he appeared a little 
•better." Palmer chronicles his wife's death in his diary in this wise : — " Sept. 29th, (1854) Friday 
— My Bpor dear Anne expired at 10 past 1." Nine days after he writes — " Oct. 8th, Sunday—^ 
At church. Sacrament." The mortal remains of his dead wife were laid beside those of her 
mother and the sporting bagman, in the family vault of the Palmer's in Rugeley churchyard. 
According to all accounts, at his wife's funeral, I^lmer appeared to be greatly cUstressed. The 
first time too that he saw Mr. Dawson, after his ^dfe's death, he seemed very much depressed 
in spirits, and said, crying, "My poor Annie is dead; I shall not stop long after her V Nine 
months subsequently, however, when his maid-servant, Eliza Tharm, gave birth to an ille^ti- 
mate child in his own house, and of which there is little doubt he was the father, people 
naturally enough thought this grief had been assumed for the nonce. 

We have heard it stated by people who knew 'V\Tlliam Palmer well, that although he most 
probably murdered his wife, he was nevertheless undoubtedly fond of her ; but his aims and 
desires were so low and debased that he could not afford to let her live. 

Mrs. Palmer being dead, application was made to the various insurance offices, who paid the 
amounts without a murmur, though not, it appears, without some suspicion; for it has since 
come out that the London manager of the Nor^dch Union communicated with the Sun Office, 
and suggested withholding payment until a full inquiry had been made into the circumstances 
attending the death of the deceased. The directors of the Sun Office, however, thought that,, 
as three medical men had signed the certificate, pronouncing Mrs. Palmer to have died of 
diarrhoea, they would not be justified in postponing payment. Acting upon this impression, 
the Norwich Union and the Scottish Equitable thereupon paid the money. Nevertheless, sus- 
picion was rife in the to\m, and the matter was even hinted at by sportiag men for away firom. 
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the county of Stafford. One old Yorkshire trainer was heard to observe at the following 
ElMsom meetmg : " Hoi's noa going to win Oakes as hoi poison'd woife." Shortly afterwards, 
at ^Newmarket, too, where Palmer, as a betting llian, was well known, an old man, in answer to 
an inquiry about Palmer, observed: "What, do yon mean Palmer of Eugeley? Ob, yes, I 
know him ; the man whom the little boys in Kugeley gay poisoned his wife. Mind, it's only 
the little hoya in Bugeley say so ; I don't." 

Many people who knew Mrs. Palmer well, thought, that fear some time preceding her death, 
she had become rather proud. They now beHeve that it was melancholy tliat made her so 
reserved; she had seen her children die, one after 'the other; and, after the death of Bladon 
and her mother, she instinctively seemed to dread the fate, seenm^ly reserved for herself and 
her boy. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

PAXMBE FEBED PBOM HIS PECUNIABY DUnCFLTIKfl — HIS MAID-SEETAlfT BLIZA THAEM — 
A BASHIONABLB "HJBIJL" AND CASINO. 

i^ylMn mi2jj "JiimjjJL w HE money received from the Insurance Offices was soon 
swallowed up in the discharge of pressing liabilities; the 
I larger portion of the amount going into the hands of Mr. 
Ftattj a West End lawyer and bill-discounter, who had been 
advancing Palmer money fsamk tisie to time, at nunons 
rates of interest, on biBs presumed to be accepted by Mnr. 
Plalmer, sen. The death of the wife relieved him, therefinre, 
from a load of pecmriary embarrassment, and, what was of 
equal oonfleqiirance, it left him at fed! liberty to gntify his 
sensual appetites perfectly uncontrolled. 

Eliza Tharm, the maid-servant, openly stated several 
months since, that she was certain Palmer wouM have taken 
improper fiberties with her before Ms wife's death, if idie ha^ 
atit^ given him encouragement. Whatever may have been the relations existing between 
the parties during the Kfe-time of Mrs. WiHiata Palmer, Palmer's diary leaves us in no doubt 
as to the nature of their relations Eubsequent to this event. Whether or not he speak the 
night foiQowinghis wife's decease in the guilty emhraees of his servant-maid, is known, of course, 
only to themselves ; but it is certainly jnregnant with suspidon, that nine months afterwards 
Efiza Tharm gave birth to an Ulegitimaite child in Palmer'* own ho«ise. 

VSasA Tharm was a pretty-looking girl when i^e first went into service at Pfthner's. Sha 
was good-tempered, quiet, and unassuming, and was at all 4xmes doatingly fond of Kt^ 
Wniie, never even checking him for things for which, in the words of our infijimant, •* anybody 
else would have even shaken Inm well." 

Pdmer's radng pursuits, of course, continually carrkd him away from home, and much of Ms 
time was necessarily spent in London in reference to Ms betting transactions, and to procure 
the ^Eiscount of " Sarah Palmer's" Mils. It is not to be supposed that when a man of PiJmer^s 
temperament arrived in the metropolis on occasional exeursions for betting purposes, that he 
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remained quietly in the coffee-room of his hotel until «lev^ o'clock, and then retired to bed, 
or that he &,y<mred Exeter Hall or the British Museum with much of his company. On the 
cimtrary, though a small drinker, he liked good liying, and had a taste fov all tkote qtuui 
loose places of resort which, although there is really nothing particularly objectionable h& 
most of them, are seldom, if ever, hinted at before the female members of those famiHes 
by whose sons and brothers the establishments in question are principally supported. 
Palmer, however, we are informed, did not confine himself to frequentmg merely those 
places of public resort which most provincials, during a trip to London, seldom fiiil to vicdt. 
He required the exdtement of the gambling-table (»r the equally vicious betting-room. With 
the first of these phases of London life we have the best of grounds for stating him to have 
been familiar, and • he is well-remembered, as an occasional visitor, at certainly one first class 
< hell,*' in the aristocratic neighbourhood of St. James's-street, the characteristic features of 
which we will attempt to describe, It is a house with the usual bright &n-light over the door, 
with a couple of police constaUes generally standing in front of it, one on either ude of the 
doorway. Some years ago the son of an eminent statesman, recently deceased, lost a very 
large sum of money in one of those places, and, since tha^ time, the doors of all suspected 
gaming-houses have been watched by the police. They are supposed to take an accurate 
account of the number of persons who enter, their style of dress, and apparent position in life. . 
The chances are, that one or both the peelers will wish a quiet " good-night" to those who 
pull the ivory knob communicating with a spring bell that does not make the usual clatter, 
but sounds only once; and for that "good- night," should the viritor win, he will perhaps 
tip the peeler half-a-crown as he emerges into the cold grey light of morning. The sergeant 
passing on his rounds will, perhaps, see the coin slipped into th^ hand of his subordinate, 
and, in return for his " good-morning," will, in all probability, be paid with a cigar. On 
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the g«y spirits of the metropolis do the proprietors of houses of this stamp mainly depend, 
and many little perquisites like these solace the arduous duties of the west-end night-police- 
men. 

No sooner has the hell sounded, than, as in the story of the White Cat, the door is opened, 
by an unse^i hand; and, on the entry of the visitor, it is immediately closed behind him 
he finds himself fiiced by a second door, panelled with iron, and covered with green baize, with 
a small square aperture in the centre, at which a gleaming eye appears; he is recognised — 
an iron bar is swung back, two bolts withdrawn, and, having ascended a flight of most softly- 
carpeted stairs, he finds himself face to fiice with the mysteries of a London gambling-house. 

The first floor is generally the portion of the house in which play is carried on. The 
basement may be a tailor's or bootmaker's shop; the mysteries of the upper regions have 
never been penetrated, but the drawing rooms contain the real Lares and Penates of the 
pn^rietors : and v^*y handsome rooms they are; brilliantly lighted, warmly curtained, and 
plentifully mirrored. The table spread out in the back-room is covered with cold fowl, ham, 
tcmgue, beef, and salads : these, with wines, spirits, and dgars, are provided gratuitously; 
indeed, the more a viator drinks, the better pleased are his hospitable entertainers. 

He will generally find a knot of men lounging in the door-way, and discussing radng 
matters— (what an odd thing it is that your horsy-doggy-kind of men always congregate in 
door-ways !) this he will break through to make his way to the play-table, which is an 
ordinary billiard-table, fttmished with pockets, cushions, &c. ; and yondiw, in the comer, stands 
a rack of cues— an arrangement which has. been adopted recently, in consequence of the 
fi«quent vints of the police. And now let the visitor look round at the conq)any. 
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That tall, dark man, standing at the centre of the table, is one of the proprietors of ihe _,u 
house, and a handsome, dashing Israelite he is. He is very rich, always dresses id^^erieciAim, , u 
and, besides h&ng the owner of two or three raoers^ keeps a cabriolet and a miil '^h&etoni ,[ 
in one or the other of which yon may see him nearly erery afternoon in the Park ; and yoa ^^ 
seldom go down to dine, dther at the Crown and Sceptre at Greenwich, oi the Star and ii^ 
Gartor at Baehmond, on a Sunday, without finding his " trap'' at the door dxuring aome por>> ..[' 
tion of tiie evening. Idiotic goardsmen, wonld-be-aristaerstic stockbrokers, green hands from > ., 
the mnveniiies, and fiist yonths abont town, hare paid for that vehicle, and honest Mo8» .., 
giyes tiiem a sobduedy bnt intefligoii^ nod of recognition as he drives in it* h 

The diaip-looking, wiry little mtea, opposite to him, is -tibe eronpier. He calls the odds, and ' ,, 
temt makes the sUghtest miscakcdaHon; sees that the proper sxmw are staked at a »ngle . 
g^ksnce; and helps his pruicipal to pay the winners and sweep np the stakes of the losers. For r ; 
Jtbis latter pnxpose they do not nse rakes, such as you may have seen at Wiesbaden or Aiy, but 
small hodced sticks. The rakes would be too jprpnonces in the event of any magisterial .p 
intemiption; and, moreover, firom the aze of the table, they are not required, 

^Seven's the main!^ sdioots that taQ, blond moustached, handsome man, taking up the ^* 
box. . 'h 

** Seven's the main!'' r^eats the crou^er; "make yocir game please; the castor's backing , 
in at seven, gentlemen I" Down comes the box, out roU the dice : *' Eleven 's the nick," says ♦ 
the croupier ; and stakes are swept up, winners p^d, and a fresh main called with inconceivable, 
rapidity. That man .with the dice-box in his hand is the type of a certain class. He is of 
excellen* femily, holds a commission in the Household Brigade, and is one of those feUows you 
see everywhere. Driving a drag full of other solemn and moustached Heavies to the Derby; , 
leaning against the orchestra at the Opera, and examining the house by the aid of his enormous 
torgrtette; bestriding a beautiful horse in the park, or ponderously waltzing at Almack's; he 
is always " about.** He does not come here for the purpose of increasing his income, or even 
for the sake of excitement ; he has to pass the house on his way home from his club, and 
ha^ng a horror of going to bed, looks in merely to pass another hour. 

Of a very (Afferent stamp is the man next to him, the old miUtaire, with the tightly- 
buttoned frock coat, well-clipped grey whiskers, and careftilly brushed hat. They call him 
"the General/* for he is an old Indian officer with a small annuity, to which he largely adds, 
by a systematic method of play. He is a regular attendant here ; is never ruffled or put out ; 
and is reckoned to win on an average three sovereigns a night. 

That heavy-eyed, dissipated-looking man in the brown great-coat, was once one of the 
gayest spirits at Cambridge. Brought up to the church, he conceived a violent cGsgust for s 
quiet Hfe, and determined on entering the army. Play, that dreadful demon, which had cast 
a cloud over his otherwise brilliant college career, pursued him still; he became irretrievably 
involved, and was at length compelled to sell his commission. Since then he has existed, one 
can scarcely tell how ; but, from the terms on which he appears to live with the proprietors, 
and from the fact that he is always seen here — ^the first to risk his few shillings at the com- 
mencement of the evening — ^he is believed to be an em^lotfe; or, what is commonly termed, a 
" bonnet *' of the establishment. 

This is a fair description of one of those particular night-houses In which we knoto that 
Palmer occasionally passed his time when in London. 

If the reader is desirous of being introduced to another favourite place of resort where 
Palmer, while in London, was frequently met with, we will give him the opportunity of ^Tsit- 
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iDg it Tmder oar guidance. It is in the height of the London season — ^the time is between 
Bine ttnd ten o'clock at night, and the streets are thronged. Clerks retnming homeward, after a 
long detention «t th^ jikuses of bnsinew; men abont town, who, having dined at Simpson's or 
4fae Welliiigtony have turned out to begin the pleasures of the evening; thrifty matrons bent on 
aiaking cheap purchases before the final ciosiBg of the shops ; miHiBer ^Is toiling under 
heavy oil-skin-covered wkker boAkets ; yomig gents and '{nrentices released firom behind the 
eoonters of the neighbouring shops, dressed in excrudatingly bad taste, and smokes cigars, the 
odour of which wofold cause DfesraH. Hudson, Bensen, er Bryant, to &int;- stout, broad-bmlt, 
flGrid-&oed men ^m ther eonadbry, m woodrous-eat eiethesy and hats^ the long nap of which ia- 
all ruffled and awry; pafe, ronghisb-IcMiIdBg Bicn with, simken eyes; sharpers from the 
neighbouring bil]isrd-room»; tbasuBOf^ heggKn% Milft wai iaaaaie ; iSxtj, i^eless boys, with 
brooms, with whiek they mtk» vaat pretenee of ammBpog nothing, at 1^ wme time imploring 
atrifle for "poor Jadcf^ — aB Hiew fO i^ streets^ arad g» eastward and wvrtward in two ever- 
flowing streams. Let us enter at this large door, and paying our shilling each to the money-taker, 
proceed into the vast haU. How warmly it strikes ! What a crowd there is ! and what a dust 
irises t For an extra sixpence we can ascfflid into the reserved seats, and the money wiH not be 
ill-expended in escaping all the warmth and the crowding. Now let us look around us. At 
the further end of the gallery, and built across the hall, you ^ee the orohestra. In. it there are 
fifty performers, and the gentleman conducting it^yi the white choker, standing upright in thfi 
midst of them, is Ml Henri Laurent, the lessee of the establishment. The band, is judged by 
eonnoissews to be the beat in London for dancers,, and is highly patronised too ; fbr not only 
are its strains devoted to the enlivenment of the shilling public who frequent the Argyll 
Booms (for it is to that locality, indeed, reader, that we have introduced you), but Majesty 
herself condescends to trip it to tunes composed by M. Laurent, and at every ball at Bucking- 
ham Palace his band is stationed in one of the principal rooms. A polka is going on, and 
locking over the balcony, you will perceive that nine-tenths of the mass let in the haU below is 
in motion. In capital tune, in the most decorous manner, the dance is carried on. You, 
gentle reader, from Bolton-le-Moors, might find it difficult to perform many terpsichorean 
feats with your hat on, and with your hand clasping the knob of a thick walking-stick, as well 
as your partner's di^ts ; but the hahitue of the Argyll seoma such slight matters, and can per- 
fonn his favourite steps even when encuaabered with the thickest poncho or the stoutest 
nmbreUa. Ton will perceive that there are several maatexs^of the ceremonies, distinguishable 
l)y their levee evening dress, and by the gaudy rosettes ott i^oar coats, and that the slightest 
impropriety is instantly repressed — ^to the grsai: aitonishmenit ef M. Cabriole, from Paris, the 
rival of Brididi or the Count Chicard, wiiose agile jumps and explanatory gesticulations are 
immediately cut short by the authoritiw^ Here, in the eomeB of the gallery, you perceive 
a buffet for refreshments, but if you are not particularly thirsty, we would caution you to wait 
imttl you retire, as cheapness is not an item that has been overlooked by the proprietor in his 
catering. And now for the company : Here, in this gallery, where <3ie more select are sup- 
posed to congregate, we have seen Peers of the realm, Offieeia of the highest rank in the army 
and navy, leading SJembers of the House of Commons ; aye,, an^d Judges of the land ! This 
young man, lounging idly on the velvet-covered seat, and ap]^axentiy absorbed in the conversa- 
tion of his companion in the drawn bonnet, though in reality settling the cm*l of his 
moustache in the gilded looking glass ; opposite to hito is an earl and an officer in the House- 
hold Brigade. He has dined late, as usual, and has just come in here to kill an hour or two. 
He is utterly stupid, but perfectly good-natured, and is regarding with much more astonish- 
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inent than liisgust the costume of his neighbour — one of Swan and Edgar's young mea^ \|^ 
talks'much louder, gives himself a great many more airs, and is altogether much more haughty 
and imperious than the peer. Mark those three men standing together in the comer of the 
gallery, heeding neither the dancing nor the crowd, but deeply engaged in their oonversaiion. 
These are the men with whom Palmer associated while in town ; turf-men, gamblers, l^s, set , 
forth in every line of those deeply-marked faces, every leer of those deep-set eyes — set forth iU;. 
their cutaway coats, and trousers fitting tightly to the leg; in their bell-shaped hats, their blue 
and white neck- ties, their queer jargon, their muttered oaths. ^ ^ • 
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CHAPTER Xr. 

PAIMEB'S BSOTHEB waiter — HIS HABITS — HIS ILLITESS — ^THE IXSUBANCES ON HIS LIFE— » 
THE BOTTLES OF POISON IN THE STABLES OF THE JUNCTION INN7-WALTEB PALMEE'S 
DEATH. 

j IVING at Stafford was a brother of Falmer'g, named Walter, 
' who was possessed of his own nnhappy taste for racing and 
|w betting. He was a great heavy drunken man, and seemingly 
< j ] very simple-hearted. He selected for his occupation that of a 
^ I ^ oom-merchant; and, when abont sixteen, was placed with Messrs. 
I j Procter and Co., of Bnmswick-street, Liverpool; and, aftei' 
remaining with that firm for some years, he left Liverpool for 
Stafford, and entered into business in the hitter town as corn- 
factor. He was at this time a great fiivourite amongst the 
.members of the trade in both Stafford and LiverpooL He visited 
Liverpool on business weekly, and was well-known on the 
Com Exchange amongst the merchants generally. He married, in Liverpool, Miss Milcrest, 
ft lady-fike and accomplished person, still most pre-possessing in appearance, the daughter of a 
Liverpool ship-builder, and possessed of an income of £450 a-year. Her sister had inajried 
'3&. Joseph Palmer, and strongly dissuaded her from entering such a fletmily ; of course, in 
'vaiii. Devoting more time to his betting-book than to his ledger, he bec&me bankrupt in 
1849. But, beyond his betting propene&ties, he was the slaves of the most intemperate habits, 
and it cannot be a matter of surprise, that under these circumstances the union proved an 
tmhappy one. While residing in the Isle of Man he' had an attack of delirium tremens, 
'during which he attempted to cut his throat. With great reluctance Mrs. Walter was 
compelled to separate from him, fbr, in spte of the unpleasantnesses resulting from his habits 
' of mdulgence, they seem to have been attached to one another. 

Staflford, we have said, was Walter Palmer's place of residence. This ancient town, which lias 
Irince obtained a pdnfrQ notoriety in connection with Ids suspicious death, appears, when first 
Men from the railway, to be built of red hricks, with slate toofis, and a tall, square, white church 
tower standing up in the midst of them. Around it are flat meadows, covered with water, for 
'the ftrmers are just flooding their fields to manure them. This tekes away from the liveliness 
of the landscape, for the big patches of shining water give it a greasy look. The river has 
divided itself into about twenty rivers, making each ditch a stream, and it rushes tearing along 
with its yellow water as if it were mad, and in a hurry to throw itself into the Trent below. 

Stafford is an andent borough and market town, c^brated for its red bricks and for its 
shoes. It has about 13,000 inhabitants. It is a very ancient city, and used to be called 
Betheney; it was built in the year 219, by Eth^eda, '*the heroic widow of Ethelred, Earl 
ofMercia." 

The town of Staiferd contains som^ of the oldest and newest houses in the county. The 
new ones are in red .hock, and hurt the eyes, like staring at a fire ; but once cross the long 
Wooden bridge, with the white railings (bijilt by the railway), turn round by the flour mill, 
tod follow the lane until you come into Greengate-street, and there you will find aU the old 
Wises standing on a row on both sides of the street, jumbled together, " the tall ones next the 
■man ones," of all manner of different heights — some four, some two storeys — and with all 
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manner of shaped roofs — some high and pointed, others broad and sloping, with heavy caird 
gables. To be sure, the jeweller** house hfts been ♦'repaired" in stucco, and adorned witi) 
wreaths over the windows and doors. The Dolphin Inn has also been newly done v^ sM 
beautified: and they both look like bold-iaced upstarts beside their andent, respectable brefUire^ 
and seem cold and miserable in their coats of white paint, next the rich brown wood-woiij 
and warm-coloured plaister of the half-timbered houses. . 

Hmtb is a home next to the maiket-^aoe^ with a 1% forehead, that hangs half-way ovec th4 
paveoaeDi> with lai^ bay window^ like four-port bed«teada let into the walL The yelloii 
eaken beams that show through the plaster week, are arranged in all manner of line^ 
tattooing the body of the house with a half-savage grace. The firm of JeoidnaOD. and Coi 
laige linendrap^r^ occupy tiie premises now, and the shop window is decked out with €yer| 
article " that fiuiuon can lequire, or beanty desire," as the advertisement says. Festoons 4 
j^ink and bhie riband hang elegantly from side to side, and yellow driving^gieves are ranged is 
staight lines across the panes. At the entrance door is placed, like atand of arms, a ivimdle ol 
umbrellas ; whilst, through those immense bay windows on the first and seoond floor, yon caa 
see piles of blue hst boxes, tall slaljs of Imeos, and square canvas blocks of nnpadced good^ 
bound round with bands of iron, as if to keep their figures in. 

The Town Hall is a big Portland-stone building, situated far in the square, with & diid^ 
stuck np against it like a target. It is not a pretty building, for it has no moie omMnenil 
upon it than a sheet of writing paper — indeed, the windows are more like holes than, anythiq^ 
else. But then it has old houses, in their cocked-hat roofi^ on each side of it» all half-tiByberai{ 
till their fironts seem slashed like a soldier's unifonn : and they impart to the squaitt and tbi{ 
pale stucco dead-wall of the Toivn Hall a kind of digniiy as if yon could judge a homise \ffM 
conqpany it keeps. 

Walter Palmer was^ daring iiis residence in Stafford, in the halnt of fi^equenting ths 
Bowling-green. like the general ran of drunkards, he had bec(»ne v^ reaenrad in 
his habits, and would walk up and down for hours without speaking^ exoq^t to las moA 
intimate Mends. Tliat the reader may see what manner of man he was, we may mfntieB tklfe 
he one night took Mr. Yates and another friend heme with him, and after dinner pro* 
dnced champagne, and made them dead drunk. He had a very thick glass for himarif tbil 
held scarcely anything, while they were treated to glasses so thin as to hM. tmaa tin 
quantity. 

In December, 1854, less than three nxmths after his wife's deaths William FiabBer aK>eni 
to have entertained the design of insuring Walter Palmer's life for no less a sum than £S%(M 
Proposals were made to six offices with this view, as follows : 

The Solicitors' and General 
The Prince of Wales 
The Universal 
The Indisputable 
The Athenaeum • 
The Gresham 




Total . • . • £82,000 

Of the six proposals above-mentioned, there is evidence that four of them, at least, namely, til 
♦Solicitors' and General, the Prince of Wales, the Universal, and the Indisputable^ were iaM 



HIS BBOTHES WALTSB'S DEA.TH. 71 

^■> dticed directly or indirectly by a Mayfair solicitor, named Pratt. The Prince of Wales office 
i»: ucoepte^ and he gave his cheqne for £710 13s. 4d., receiving back £106 128., as commuted 
lancaminiBsion. A Mr. GreviUe, a solictor in St. Swithiiir'a-lane, brought the proposal to the Uni- 
,«* "veraal Office, and told the Secretaiy (Mr. Impey) to send the acceptance paper to him, and the 
ill' policy and the renewal notices to Mr. Pratt. Mr, GrevUle also requested Mr. Impey to allow 

him to withdraw the proposal if the directors of the Universal resolved to decline it. The pro- 
ttfi'posal referred to Mr. Waddell, surgeon, of Stafford, as medical referee, and to Mr. Cheshire, 

the postmaster of Rugeley, as a friend who had known him for some years. Mr. Waddell re- 
^' ported Walter Pahner to have been, on the 6th of April, "healthy, robust, and temperate;" 

bat added in a note under the head of " Opinion on the Life" — " Movt confdentiaZ, His Ufe 

has been rejected in two offices. I am told he drinka. His brother insured his late wife's life 

for many thousands, and after first payment she died. Be cautious." The proposal to the 
ti' ' Indisputable Office originally came through a Mr. Webb, who said that a friend of his, a 
p*- solidtor in Old Boswell-court, was requested by Pratt to get an insurance effected somewhere 
Hi for about £14,000. Mr. Eobertson, the secretaiy of the office, said he would make inquiry; 

«nd inquiry having been ikiade, the proponl was declined. The united premiums upon the six 

policies, taking them all round at £S Os. per cent., the per centage charged by the Prince of 
jai"- Wales Office, would amount to £^469 per annum, a sum which it was very improbafile that 
'iff WiBiam Palmer could have paid, considering that he had to get a bill for £1,500 discounted 

■by Pratt, to enable him to pay the premium on the Prince of Wales policy. On the 31st of 

i January Pratt wrote to William Palmer, stating that he had got the £13,000/policy from the 

^) ■ Prince of Wales, and that it was now all right. In other letters to Palmer he cautions him 

bit : against pressiiig on the other insurances too &st, adding, " What would the Sun or Norwich 

Union say (these offices had not then paid the claims made upon them in respect of the death 
ii\ ' of Mxs. Palmer) of your speculations, if the Solicitors' and General Office were to offer them 
Di any of the risk ?" The proposal was made to the Gresham on the 28th of July, 1865 ; but the 
^1 • office realised to accept it, unless upon the condition that no claim should be made, under any 
^L cnrciimstances, for five years. 

^'!" Walter Palmer was very anxious to have his life insured, as his brother William had pro- 
Ik" 'mised to lend him a sum of money as soon as the insurance was effected. He had no idea, 
^i ' however^ of the amount of the proposals that had been sent in. Mr. Waddell, the surgeon, 

who very properly gave the eonfidential caution to the Universal Office, says — " I met him out 
Ih. 'imUdoig about the middle of July, when, in a conversation I had with him on the Castle- 
fj knoiO, he stated that he owed his brother William £400, and he wished to repay it ; that I 

had prevented him insuring his life several times; that I must be aware his habits were 

entirely altered ; that he then only drank three glasses of bitter beer in the day, and that he 

eat like a ' thresher.' " 

Walter Palmer was not long, however, in relapsing into his usual drunken habits. Dr. 

Waddell again met him : — 
j " WeU, Walter," said Dr. Waddell, " how are you now ?" 

I *' Why, lad, I'm very bad indeed," replied Walter; "I shall never get over it ; I'm a very 

wretched man." 
i "Nonsense I nonsense !" said Dr. Waddell, " 111 guarantee your cure, if you will on'y obey 

I mj instructions." 

¥ • « Well, I think not," continued Walter, shaking his head ; " but my brother William is going 
r . to bring me over some pills to-morrow." 
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DR. WADDELL. 

" Tlieu," said Dr. Waddell, decisively, " if you take medicine from any body else, even your 
own brother, I give you up. Good morning." 

Immediately after which his brother William removed him away from his lod^gs in Earl- 
street, close to Dr. Waddell's, to a house beyond the railway station. 

Walter is not seen for some time, tiU Waddell runs against Walkenden, who has a mourning' 
band round his hat. Says Dr. Waddell — 

" Good morning, Walkenden; and pray who have you been putting under ground ?** 

"Poor Watty/* replies Walkenden. 

" Poor who ?" returns Waddell. 

" Walter Palmer ; I have just come from the funeral.*' 

We can imagine the astonishment of the medical man, when he heard of the death of the 
patient whose health he had only the other day guaranteed. He was terribly shocked «nd 
cried out, " I will let the Assm^nce Office ^know of this," for the doctor had a presefntlmetM;' 
that there had been foul play. 

How the matter came about was In this wise : — It was in April, 1855, while these assurance 
proposals were flying about like hail, that Walter Pahner was removed from Earl-street, 
Stafford, to Castle-terrace, close by the railway station. A man named Thomas Walkended, 
a broad-faced, powerful-looking man, with a singularly flat countenance and coarse featores, 
received some SOs. a week to live with him. Walkenden's chief business seems t6 
have consisted in supplying his friend and master with gin. Sometimes there waa 
a cask in the house, but more frequently a bottle was procured as required. The 
average consumption exceeded a quart per diem, and a bottle, perhaps, three-quarters ftill, was 
placed by his bed-side every night, with a water-jug and a glass'. Not tmfr^quently iSbe 
wretched man would toss off half a tumbler of raw spirits at a gulp, and then turn quite hkA 
in the face. At an early hour of the morning Walkenden took him a cup of coffee, which he 
would swallow and cast up again. Then he would " set himself up" by drinking three or four 
glasses of gin and water. He was constantly complaining of pun all over him^ bat particularly 
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I THOMAS WAKBNDKN, WALTER PALMER'S BOTTLE-HOLDER. 

under (the shoulder-blade ; he also coughed every morning very severely, and expectorated a 
great deaL 

The following statement respecting Walter Palmer was taken down from Walkenden's own 
lip.:- 

" As Mr. Walter Palmer felt he was fidling ill, he repeatedly begged of me, in case I saw he 
was likely to have another attack of delirium tremens again, not to take his gin from him, as 
I did at my own house ; for he said, ' If I had only had my gin then when I wanted it, as I 
had before, I should not have been half so bad as I was/ 

" When he had the delirium, I would not give him any gin, because Dr. Waddell said he 
was only to have two or three small glasses a day. But I used to see that he was sinking, and 
periiapfi I would give him a glass or two more than Dr. Waddell directed, when I saw there 
was any necessity. But what was I to do ? the poor fellow used to beg and cry for it as if it 
warn his life. 

*' He used to do all he could, and be cunning to get gin. One morning, after I had been' 
sitting up with him all night, I thought he was so ill that he could not possibly leave his bed, 
and we went down sturs to the kitchen, which was under his bed-room. Whilst I was eating 
a kittle break&st, I heard a noise overhead. * Why,' I said, 'that sounds as if he was out of 
bed; but it's hardly possible.' I ran up stairs, and I found him crawling on his hands and 
knees, and searching for something under the dressing-table, in the same place where formerly 
be iised to hide his gin, to prevent us taking it away from him. ' Halloa, sir,' I said, * what 
are yon doing there P ' I cannot find it,' he answered. ' No,' I replied, and never will ;' and 
I lifted him up in my arms and placed him again in bed. He used to hide his gin bottle in all 
sotts of i^aoes — ^under his bed-head or under his mattress, or in his boots, or anywhere." 

. J£r. John Burgess, innkeeper and spirit-merchant, residing at Dudley Port, supplied spirits 
for the use of Walter Palmer, and also wine and porter. He commenced supplying him on the 
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13th of February, 1855, and contmned till the end of July. ^ He supplied nineteen galloiM oF* 
spirits in that interval ! The orders were given by Walkenden, and he was paid partly by 
Walter, and partly by WiUiam Pahner* 

On the 3rd of August, Walter Fliimar went to Liyexpool and saw his wife, and remained, 
with her for five days, keeping perfectly sober while hk bottle-holder wafno longer at his 
elbow. He returned on the ^h, and went to Bng^ley, and spent the day with William Palmer^ 
It must have been on this very day, or, at any rate, about this time, that he wrote the aooom* 
panying letter to his wife :— 

" Castle-terrace. 

*^ My dearest Agnes,— I left you kst erefimsg^ sftd did fieel I possessed a light heart ; but on my 
arrival at Warrington I found ttie South Exfcesa wn teve-qiuurtos of an hour late, owing to the- 
flood washing away archesy &e. I was knelf^-only myerif in the carriage. The rain on my 
arrival was iueessant. ThaiJES to God I had not very far to go. I have been home to>day ; am 
truly sorr^' to say mother has heoi wiy unwell, but is better. I told Sarah you was going to the 
concert on the 27th, and she wishes to gOv Please to write to her^ and she can come with me. If 
I should bring little Miss Barber, you wen't be jealous, dear, wiB yom } But I don't know whether 
we shall meet or not. I should like you to know one steady and sensible creature upon earth, but 
not a teetotaler on principle. Bhe says, 'I never drink one glass of wine in twelve months, and 
have, therefore, no occasion to be a teetotaller.* I wlQ write you to-morrow, and explain a few 
little secrets. Good night, God bless you, and ever believe in the affection of 

"WiiTEK Palmek.** 

OnSvadfty^the 12th»Mr. B»y,tihe smgecyii, caUed at CaflOe TennM% and fbnad Wiffiam 
Palmer there, and Walter Pahner intoxicated. He called again in the aftemo(m of lh» same 
ay, when the door wan opened by WUUiu» Pirdmer, who laid thai; bos braither wai ao noisy 
and intoxicated there was no use in seeing him. On the following day, William Palmer went 
to the Wol^vrhampion races* Oit ibe Tveaday, WaUsr also wvot to WahfeziwBiptaB, aceam- 
panied liiy hie eriK geniua Waikenden^ and inet htt boreftl^ WiUiami^diner 

has iiie ftllowiBg entry m his diary r-—" 14fck Angost«-Went by Staflbed to see Walter; 
came home by ^ from Wolverhampton. 

Geetge Wbrpman, awMtant to Mender and Co., whokeale cikesnets of Wblmrkampton 
CGSXobecated on nanbeeqiienidBy tiua eotiy in tile diary, but auggeeted tUa Ufetie eaaplwnpf 
additieBiolt^Kie*: that Wilfiam Pintmer.OHiae to tiieir shop entlu^ day,VBtw«ena qnarter 
paet tw^^ and a qnavter to one o'cied[» and pnrehased an enaoe (^ prassie aeid and Mone' 
other articles of him. This statement Palmer flrmly denied. Strange, however, to aar^, Tchb 
Myatt, the ''boots'' ai the Janction Hotel, Sta&rd, wilo knew Palmer wefl fron Ua «on. 
stantly caUii^ at tiie hoaae on the oceaotm ef hia J&eqnent jooineye to and fiEom Btaffind, waa- 
oon^dent that it naaon tins day tha4 Pidmer gave hsm two botflen, w r ap pednp in. white paper* 
« I aoBldtell£ram the ftel thai they were bottlee. They wete about &ar imdtts kng. fie«c^ 
me to keep thenk tm he adced Ibr tiieni again, and not to expose them to the air. He caome- 
afterwards, on the same day, and fetched theu away. He was away; about an hour, and when 
he casae back he told lae again to take eare of tiiem.. He said nothing mfire that day. He- 
called the nezfe BMrnbig and aeked me for them again. I brought them down to the jrtnUe- 
to him. He took one of the^ botttot oat of my hand, and, taking a very endHl hoWe^ abcmt 
one and a-half inehes higlv h& ponied a little of what waa in it into the larger bottle^ and then 
ba^ into the smaBor bottle^ Mr. Uoy^ the huMGksd, eame in when we weae therq, and 
I walked ont of the ■table doer and left thcna together. Mr. Pahner only took the very small 
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bottie with him, and left me the others to keep for him. In the evening he came again, and 
t<^ me to put the hottles in his gig.'' 

The landlord of the " Jmiction," Mr. Lloyd, happened, by the merest chance, to go into his 
staMes just at the moment Palmer was engaged in his mixing operations. His account of the 
affiiir is this :— > 

I was coming oat of the garden and np the stable-yard, when I warn Fkdmer standing in the 
stable, near the doer. He must have heard me coming, but he did iwt kok sorprised or 
flnnried J Bofc in the least. He was dropping it very aaeBaSij out of the one bottle into the 
other. I Mid, ** Qood morning, Mr. Bdmer ; how is your fevo|hcr this morning ?" and he 
aay%*'Hc^st«iyiII,very low; Tm goiaip tone fan, to take him aomething more stimulating. 
Br* Day is attending bom, bat he is noi m well an q n aiittad with hk habits as I am, and 
taking his drink awaj firona bom wad pmng loam medkwe wiD not do lor a person who has 
been in thefaabii of drinkiiig, and I hope tlus wiB do him good.'* He aim Mod, ^'Hewent, 
very foofialdy, to ihti laces joilcrdvf, and it a&ight have been the death of him, from the 
state he was in.'' He eontiniied to say, what a sad thing it was that people would injure 
themselves by drinking themsdm to deatti. H^d got the fittle bottle in his left hand, and he 
kept on droppii^ it aU the thae lie was spfaJtrngi, It was white, and, as I thought, sal vdatile. 
I did not take the least notice of the other bottle. On the Saturday prerioosv WilKam Piahner 
came to me, and asked me for a bottle of the very best dd brandy for his Isother. He took 
it away with him, teiling me that if his brother wanted any more, I was to lei him have it, 
and he would pay for it. 

The stable at the ** Junction" is situated in the courtyard of the hotel. It is a low roofed, 
white-washed stable, with stalls for five horses. On one side is a ladder flat against the wall, 
leading up to the hay-loft. Palmer is said to have stood close to the stable door in the most 
open manner so that all might see him, and to have held the bottles up in the air a little above 
his eyes, whilst he slowly dropped the contents of the small phial into the other and logger 
boMie. 

This seene with Hie bottles, it mmt be reooOected, transpired on the Wednesday, yjow let 
us see how Walter Pfedmer was going on in the mean thne. On his return home from the 
races on the day befiire, he was quite drank, but Walkenden did not the less sv^^y him with 
gin to drink hi the night. AD next day, Wednesday, he was in liquor, llfir. Day called to see 
hiRi, but was told by WtSkeodea tint Walter wasat the raees. Walkeiiden has subsequently 
admittediiuitWidterBdmerwasnot at WohrerhamptoQ races, but was at home, and £d not go 
out aH day. Asregards William Bdmor, he dept at Bugeiey on tiie night of the IStii, and left 
home the following morning, stating that he was gorag to Lfi^w raees. He did not, however, 
go to the races, but went to Walter Plafaner's house, at Stafford, where he recoved in the . 
course of the day, a telegraphic message from Mr. Jeremiah Smith, sdicitor, of Rugeley, 
his very intimate Mend, stating that a horse of his (Pahner's) was likely to win the Ludlow 
stakes. This message, directed to Palmer at the Stafford station, showed that Smith was 
cognisant of his movements throughout the day. 

It was exactly thirty-two minutes past two o'clock when this message arrived. At that very 
moment Widter Palmer, who had been drinking hard for the previous six-and-thirty hours, 
drew his last breath, his brother l^illiam and Walkenden bemg at his nde. Twenty minutes 
previously he had been suddenly seized with an attack of apoplexy. Ere his brother's corpse 
was cold, William Palmer oonunisslons the ** boots" at the Junction Hotd, to take a message 
to the Stafford railway station to be telegraphed to London requesting a friend to lay £60 on 
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STABLES OF THE GBAND JTNCTION. 

a particular ]|or8e— >mo6t probably his own horse entered at Ludlow ; for, at a quarter-past 
four, despite the melancholy event that had transpired so recently before his eyes, his anxiety 
as to the results of the race is such that he must needs send this message to the derk of 
the course — "Pray, Mr. Frail, send me word who has won the Ludlow Stakes." 

The instant the breath was out of Walter Palmer's body, an undertaker was sent for, who 
asnsted to take the body upstairs and place it on the be4. 'WiUiam Palmer said to him, "Poor 
fellow ! Walkenden has suggested that you should maket]ie coffin ; make it, and make it quick. 
The shell was sent home that very night. He went to the house again on the Friday night, and 
on the Saturday night — ^when the shell was sealed^ip, and also the lead coffin — and again on €h'e 
Monday, when the shell and the lead coffin were placed in the oak coffin. Nevertheless, the 
undertaker could not tell what the object was of having the shell made in such haste, for the 
body was not at aU decomposed, even when the coffins were closed. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

imXIAX FiLLM£S.TI8IT8 WALTER'S WIFI— SENDS THE UTSUSAVCE POIJDCT TO PBATT— THE 
OFFICES BEFUSB FAYMENT — MAKES A DEMAIO) ON WALTEE'S WIFE — ^PROPOSES TO IN- 
ttV^m TS:S LIFE OF OEOBGE BATS, ESQ.— MOBE ''HOT*' BBANDY. 

lUGUST letb, 1855, was th6 date of Walter FkUmer's 
death. The next day hia brother William proceeded to 
IdYerpool to make the wife of the deoeaaed aoqnainted 
with the mdancfady event. She naturally adced him why 
he had not written or telegraphed to her, for np to this 
time she had been in ig^noranoe of her hnaband's iUness 
even. To i^ Fkilmer replied, that Walter told him he 
could write himself if he wanted her. Mra. Falmer 
proposed to go off to Stafford instantiy to see her poor 
husband before he was buried, bnt William Pkilmer 
observed that they had been obliged to close him up in 
lead, and that her gping would be of no use, for she could not see him. Under the head of 





SIB FITZBOT KELLY. 

the 27th of August is the following entry in Palmer's diary :— '* Went to Stal^rd with 
George and Tom to follow Walter to his grave at Rugeley," Walter P&lmer was buried 
in the same grave with Mrs. William Pahner, Palmer, senior, Mrs. Thornton, William's four 
<diildren, and Bladon. 

Kow that the brother, hermetioally closed in lead, was under the green turf of Rugeley 



^78 THE UFB OF WHXIAH PALMER. 

churchjard, it was time to see about the £13,000 dne from the Prince of Wales Life Insnrance 

Office. The necessary papers were acqordGn^ly dJaspfttehBd to Mr. Pratt; Dr. Day, who had 

attended Walter Palmer a short time previous to his death, but who had been revised access to 

him by the officious Walkenden the day before it took place, certified that his patient died of 

apoplexy. This time the Offices not merely hesitated, but positively withheld payment. They 

had been told that the insurance was intended to cover an advance made by Mrs. Palmer; but 

it now tranc^ired that the assignment had been made in &voar of William, in considenUaon of 

an aMamed loan of £400, though the deceased had zeo^ved no more tban £60. Otiier oir^ 

cfrantnoes ooevrrdd to excite suspieion, and the reendt wma, that the ^^erent Offices oombined 

fir Hhmr madsatl defence, ajid ref«r Mr. Pkaitt to their seliators. Pratt updsi tfaas lays a case 

before 8ir Fitzioy K<^y, who gives it as his opinion thast WiOiam Pahner did not ieoov«r oa 

the gvoxBuL of want of consideration, but advkes that some member of i^ faniSy dioaM take 

out administration to the estate of Walter Palmer. The Srst pereoa entitled to take out 

administration was Mrs. Walter Palmer, the widow, bat as it was known that she would not 

take out admimstration, and as it was necessary to <AABia her fbinial ventmciation, Mr. Pratt * 

proeored two oopies of rentmciaiaon from Doctors' Oonamons, and fbrwarded them to Palmer, 

one to be ngned by Mrs. Walter Palmer and the other by Mrs. Sarah Palner, the piisoner's 

mother, who by law was next entitled to take out letters of administration. 

Baulked at the unexpected turn affiurs had taken, Palmer, who was dreadfully pressed for 

money, knew not which way to turn. He, first of aO, writes to Walter's wife, asking her to 

, pay him sundry sums, which he stated he had advanced to his brother. First of all, " £85 lent 

on the drawing-room fomiturft;" then a myaterioas £40, which ** you know all about ;" next, 

bills amounting to £200. ** I ftd eertaia poor Walter mu^ have told you how very, very 

often, and on very many occajdons, I had^tood his friend, and I believe I and his dear mother 

(except yourself) were the only fiieods he had on earth. I only wish his career through life 

had been a different one. He migii Jmoe heen alive, but, poor fellow, he is dead and buried." 

But we will give the letter in exiiemo : — 

"Rugeley, Sept. 27, 1856. 

^^ Dear Agnes,— I' hope the ehange of air and scenery has, by this time, done you good, and 
that you are more quiet and reooneiled than wkea I eoBunnnicated to you the painful, the sorrow- 
ful, news of the death of poor dear Walter. JUi, poor IjbOpw, I often think of him, and only wish 
I could have done now for Ma tliat I did wlule he was alive ; and, I assure you, I did a very, very 
great deal for him — ^pexh^a, a great deal note tiban ywa are aware of. 

*' I know not whether Walter told yon fiut I had advaaeed him on the drawing (room) furni- 
ture £85 — of coiurse, I was awaie that Mne of it belonged to you, but he, poor fellow, told me 
that you would n^pay me the money— which I feel sure you will after I have told you— and I 
shall have much pleasure in sending it to your orders. There was also one other item you must, 
if you please, assist me to— vis., £40 fat a bQl, which you knew wdl of the circumstance, and I 
must be excused going into partiiBulars. Hiis amount I diould not ask you for, but Walter said 
if I would only take up the bill yoii would pay me, and I fed. sure yon will after all the money I 
have before paid. I have received bills amountiag to £200, whidi, I suppose, must be paid by 
some one. What say you to this ? You cannot for one single moment ^nk but that I ought to 
have assistance from some one, and I crave yours, because I feel certaio that poor Walter must 
have told you how very, very often, and on very many occasions, ■! had stood his friend; and, I 
believe, I and his dear mother (except yourself) were the only friends he had on earth. I only 
wish his career through life had been a different one ; he might have been alive ; but, poor fellow, 
he is dead and buried, and I hope and trust he is gone to heaven. — ^With kind regards, yours ever 
truly, **Wm. Paxickr. 

*< Mrs. Walter Palmer, Edith Lodge, Graham-VDad, Great Katvem, Woreestershire." 
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To t^ letter 2fo. Walte JPtfmv i^€« ia tiM f<dk»wiiig teem 

'' Pear Willuaa,— I haTe j«it xeoelTed jour note, aai murt ttjr 1 am mim^ mrprmd $i its 
^oimtents. What light had you to lend your moneys soi^osiaj^ that I would repay it^ without oon* 
suiting me on the subject ? Poor Walter's explanation to me over and ov&r agam^ was, that you 
had insured his life for, I think he said, £1,000. ; and that you had promised to advance him £500 
of the money, hut that you had put him off from time to time, and were just giving hirw a few 
pc»tm& now and flien to go on with, until y<m coxdd find means to pay Imn the whole, Now, if 
HiaA is tsmc, and T am much disposed to heHeve it, yon are the proper person to pay all that he 
owes ; hut if you make that out to be incorrect, and I hare no way, I am rery sorry to wy, uf 
piPMingiityictilliiMvldiMieonndertliatlflEBitiM pei«(ntobe kekedtotopay hit deMs, nerer 
hammgieadwtd^ iaIiiagirmML karn^ ^ Uaa^ kgfit lajlum,m tbe wiiole wurm of «nr nuoried 
^i^ I ib«iUd sot tiimk your notha: <^a be aware that pm an applf^ 
4mn* B^UM^aad I miXafi/thaLY^ it iBKA mnoa^ Ja. 

'^lomiimm, J, be( of you to remenhfiEr, and bevase how yoa belie the dead.-~Iamf traly jona, 

"A,A,P4r.,MKB. 

" Mr. William Palmer, Eugeley, Staffordshire." 

From the ahov^ it is very evident that neither husband nor wi& knew that the Mt bed 
lieen insured lor £13,000, or that proposals had been sent to diffierent offices for as laige a eom 

It was now that Paliaer sent his Mead, Jeny Smith, to Hrs. Walter, to get her to sign a sur- 
render of her interest, as Walter Palmer'a wife, in the policy. She, hxmew, prefers tlMtt her 
soilMatQr should see it, to which Jerry Smith replies, " by all means;" nevertheless, he takes the 
paper «way with him. 

JiM Palmer gained nothing by this move^ and liabilities were pressing on, he casts about for 
another life, and fixes on that of Geoi^e Bate, a decked fiixmer, empLogr^ by him as a kind of 
ikrm-bajliff on a small scale, but whom Palmer describes in his proposal papers as a gentleman 
:and an esquire^ desirous of insuring his life for £25^000. John Parsons Cook, and Cheshire 
:the postmaster, were the two referees, and his firiend Jeny Smith, was to have the eolidtor's 
canunisnon of five per cent, usually allowed by the <^ee^ and not Mr. Thomas PHutt^ of 
Qneen Street,, May Fair. Smith writes up to the "Midland," and gets appointed its agesi^ 
.and it is r^xnted that he then submitted the name of William Palmer, as the medical referee. 
This being ^^roved o^ Mr. Jerry Smith, very soon afterwardG^ forwards to this office a 
proposal for an iosurance on the life of *' George Bate, Esq." for £10,000, being, of course, 
merely a part of the aggregate sum of £25,000, which it was intended to nuse, but which 
was probably considered as much as any one office would be likely to take on the life of « 
^pentleman in the position of Mr. Bate. 

According to the account which Bate himself gives of how the affiiir came about, Pahner 
^wtts very ^iendly towards him, and the reason why he wanted to insore his life was this : — 
** He wanted," said Bate, '* to better my position, and to do something for me, and heproposed to 
inaore my life, and advance me some money j" but^ candidly, if I had Imovm that he was going 
to insure my lifis for £25,000, 1 would never have had anyi^iing to do with the matter, I 
iihiak Pahner was a friend of mine, and as he never cUd me an iiyuiy, but rather tried to do 
me a service when he could, I cannot imagine that he woald have served me badly ; but yet 
carcumstances are so strange, that I am grateful that the assurances were never effected. 

When I signed the application^aper. Cook was present^ and witnessed the signature. On 
-that day, I, and Cook, and Jerry Smithy and Saunders (the trainer), dined with Palmer at his 
.house. We didn't talk about it during dinner. A week before, he had talked to me about 
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aflioriiig my life, and I said somediiiig joking about my Ufs not being worth mocb ; and tliiHSff, 
alter dinner, Jeny Smith and Baonders went out shootiBgy and Cook aayg, ** Palmer, I thi^ 
George had better sign that paper/' and I signed it i but then the mnonnt was not filled np^ 
yon see — ^that was the grand secret. I never asked him what anumnt he had fiBed up; fbi 
to tell the tmth, I didn't see him for several days after, for he and Cook went off to some race 
meeting or other. 

. The insurance offices were by this time thoroughly well up to the dass of cns^nners they- 
had to deal with, and they tiiierefore engaged a detective to visit Rugeley, and to make soatte 
inquiries. 

" Inspector Fieid, of the Detective Force," as he is generally catted, though he is not only 
not an inspector, but also not a detective^ according to the meaning attached to that word 
was the individnal fixed upon. It scans that Mr. Meld, dnoe his retiiemept^from the pdBce 
force, has been in the hatnt of undertaking c<mfidential inquiries of ahnost ercary descriptioii ; 
and the insurance company, to which the life of Bate had been proposed by William Bdmer, 
thought Field would be the proper person to carry out the investigation. 

At this period every one in Bugeley appeared to be a Mend of Palmer's. The postmaster, 
Chealure, was, as we have already mentioned, one of tiie referees for Bate. ^Oi him, Mr. 
Reld first made inquiries, and, in answer to questions put to him, Ch^hire stated !BtttQ to be 
possessed of an income of three or four hundred a-year, free froyi debts and all incumbujimcei^ 
and that he was leading the life of an independent gentleman. Particular attention was 'exiled 
by Cheshire to Mr. Bate's fine cellar of wine. Field, who would appear to hav6 a t^^t 
weakness for port— or, at all events, to have afiected it on this particular occasion — ^inqtl%Sd 
whether the Inns containing the wine in question, could be spedally recommended. CheshSl^ 
assured him that they were celebrated in Bugeley ; at which Inspector Field expressed hy|; 
gratification, adding, that that was the hour at which he usually took a glass. ' ' .4 % 

The individual known as " G. Bate, Esq.,'* was next visited, and found hoeing turnips ^^^ 
field, and the misrepresentations which had been forwarded to the insivance^ office; were |^ 
once made evident. Bate was living in a fiurm-house, occupying a room fi>r which he paii^^a 
few shillings a- week — or rather for which he owed them— fi>r, at the time of the inquiries ' 
being made, there was nx months' rent unpaid. 

In answer to Field's questions, as to the amount to which his life was to be insured. Bate said 
for £6,000. Of this sum, he stated that he hhuself was to have £2,000 j and asked Mr. Field 
whether he considered that a fiiir share. " G. Bate, Esq.," we need scarcely add, was entirely 
ignorant of the nature of life insurance, and hardly understood the meaning of the word. 
The real sum for which William Palmer was endeavouring to insure Bate's life was £25,000, 
but Bate was ign9rant of this, and indeed, knew so little about the matter, that he could not 
tdl the inspector whether he himself or Palmer had signed the letter of application. The 
people in the neighbourhood seemed to &ncy that Bate was about to become; a very important 
person, and Field had been asked whether he would be entitled to a vote for the county. 

After Field had called on Bates, Bates told Palmer of it ; and he said if they came agalfi; 
he was to say he should not proceed any further with the assurance, but let the matter drop. 
Palmer cUd not seem at all put out, or angry, or disappointed. "He was a man" says Bate, 
" of such a kind that I never saw his nerves shook." 

Whilst the detectives were on the spot, they thought it advisable to investigate the cir- 
cumstances under which Walter Palmer departed this life. The inference they arrived at was, 
that he had been made away with, and they communicated as much to their employers. It 
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■eeiBM that when they caOed on Wafiaiii Fdmer and told him of the ra«[Hcions that Walter 
Ipd not heen fthrl^r dealt with, and that they weve going to make inqniriei^ Fdmer replied 
fQvHe right,? and never even dianged oolonr. Umb they thought tiiey would try him 
liorther, and said they also had their dodbts about his wife's deaithi but he never said anything 
hcgrond '' Very right and proper." 

Simpson, one of the detectives in qnestion, is reported to hkve said, that he never witnessed 
9MB^ an impassibility in all hia Bfe. He eiqpected Ftdmer would have jmnped up and knocked 
titfsn down, hnt he never even stirred, hot went on sipping his wine and craddng has walnnts 
as nnooneenied as possible. 

Among the other individoals wliom Simp- 
son and Field questioned on the snljeet, 
was Tom Myatt, *<boots" at the Junction 
Hotel, Stafford. Palmer, who, of oonrse, 
knew these gentlemen again, ooidd not see 
them engaged in deep oonversation with 
Myatt, without feeling somewhat curious 
on the subject. When tiie offieers had left, 
he asked Myatt therefore what they had 
been sayingto 1dm; and as Myatt hesitated 
— ^not being quite so ready with a ooc^ an- 
swer as Mr. William PAhner would have 
been under similar circumstances — Pslmer, 
with a view, we will suppose, of unloosing 
his t(nigue, asked "boots" what he would 
take to drink. ** Boots's" &vourite liquor 
being brandy. Palmer brought him a glass, 
which ''boots" swa]l0wed,and quickly threw 
up again; nevertheless, he was ill for some 
time afterwards^ and now protests that he 
is certain he was poisoned. 

This is what he himself sayson the subject. 
"Now, Tom, tell us all about Palmer 
poisoning you." 

Tom therefore rube his bur, as if he 
were shining up hk thoughts, and then, 
whilst he is speaking, picks bis nails, or 
hugs his boots — ^wbich latter articles, for 
a "bootsV* boots, are singularly devoid of 
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" It was some time about October, that 
Palmer met me on the road, 'twixt here 
and the station, and he says, Tom, whatTl 
you have ?" I says, "A drop of brandy, if 
anything." 

Then we came back here and had it. He 
mixed the brandy-and-water. "Have it 
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here?*' besaya. To wUdi I sMd, <" Wdi, Td ntiier bvve it aaUUer <«:S^oi luLveit kow,?' 
tie wjfl; and I had sL It 4iia't taite quoer* tnit ww jut like eamMiat'btmMai^-md-\a^bet,mm t 
]8iiladeh«t,«ratii«««aB. l4dK)a}dm'tlMte dznokitifitliiidniituMaUv^ 

Jiftorrd«b«A:iVI«wtAtotbe7«id,«iidtheaIwut^ i Mt araik, SBke. I: 

-didn't know where I was, like. I certainly had some recoUnnttw, but Ter^ fittSe; my «pia» 
w«rogai^ IttuL J)ira(t]j rd drnk k, I kim tlMTtt WW «>BBdii^ Idq^ped 

aay.taidcnriflrwyjMiitl^aodiVBoatthitwaylafcoiheyard^ (newrw; 

4oQk tiwfe iray bafinw afliar dii&]diig tandy. I dnit drink ao mnQh of it I gwkenii^ driika 
brandy neat. At one time I used to drink a good deal of brandy, all day, like. I tuad t»: 
b^gin in tka WMwidjkg and caanry it on till night, and I kept tUb gaau up for pretty near dght 
.year. I was navtor wk in Biy lift atee, after drinking. 

IiraataBdli^iBedown In the kitdwai, I think, and the imam aqii^ *" Good God! why^ 
wlnrt^BtkeaMtter,Tyim?''aiidIaayB,«Well,Ithmkrmp(sioned.'' «Wlr^, what have you 
bean faaYinc^f" ^Sona bcandy-and-water along with Pahner,''^ says 1^ and then something 
waaaaii, X think, ttboot hsvmg a doctor ; but I hadn't no doctor. I wentand lay me down 
is oae of tiM ■teUa of the atabla. I Ait qneer for three or foor days afterwazds. I rementer 
very Utfle ahavt wihm. I Vkwcke, nor Imw long I lay tharc Tha oatlar oMno and ^hock at ms^ 
4MMlaDf«rod9Beiiipwlllin^. I ^iras ** aa black aa ooot in &e fivx)/' he aaid, and he oouldn^t 
hear me breathe no how nor nothh^, so he thought I was dead. 

I never v»ned it to Pdaser. I oa oMnt pon<iye gwear that he gaye me anyadng; yon aee." 
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f AXHSB'S CUKSEXlOy wixa HB. TBATT, THE WEBT-YSJi SILL BlSCCnJinSS IITD fiOZiCIXQB. 

' J HE refusal, on the pwt of the Insurance Office, to pay the 
£13,000 claimed on tiie policy on the lifie of Walter Flahner, 
and th^ Airther refosal of other offices to Inte at new pro- 
posale on the £fe of Bate, placed Palmer in a poeition of 
extreme embarrassment. He had found it extremely diffi- 
colt far some months past to make his accounts square. The 
money that came to him on the wife's death, had made 
matters comfortable for a time, but Palmer was pursuing a 
reddess downward oonise of speculation, and a few months 
sufficed to bring i?n the same extreme d^ree of pecnniaiy 
preasore as ihat from which he had ao recently esoqped. 
He was borrowing money from Prati^ a. wedt-end boll discounter and aofidtor, at the rvdnons 
rata of sbdy per oent. per annum. It certainly lequires no great axithmetioal genins to 
cakpilate viint £1,000 at sixty jier oenl^ payable monthly, will amount to in a ^vcn term of 
yean, nor is there nmeh foretiMught necessary to show a man fta^ with tiie most nnoeasing 
and fJartonate eaertionfl^ he is hardly likely to extricate himself from debt ¥^uch increases with 
such terrible rapidit^. Palmer's oanmmon with Pratt is an old tale, and often told, — Ihe &8t 
small loan duly, r^uud, then a larger aom, then the borrower's acceptances, then those pre- 
aiuned to be his motber'e^ bills renewed, interest payable jnonthly, threatoaing letters, 
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«Btreatie8 for deUj, fiklsehood, fingoy, appropruUaon <^ another man's money, and then the 
ietH crash. It is worthy of attention in all its naked ompliflity. 

About two years and « half soiee, tbe aeqnaintance between IMmer and ^nAi hegao. Jfr. 
Bntt, we flbotdd nien!iao% is a tall, large man, cather iaddotiable in hia style of dress, with «i 
€tfnBonspnir#fhro«lLti4iulDerii^ and having the £iae <if a small LoiMion boy, attdth&knr 
v«ieeef«ff«tiitQgfeBiafe. Tbe fiist ttansaotun he had wilh Admer wte th« loaa to jb^ of 
£MiOO, wfakh vnm, of tonne, dvly repaid. Mare aeems to have been boiwwKd dnring the 
e«ing year £mn IVatt or other persons, fer when Anne Bahner died, and Mr* Pnitt leosmd 
iB^OSOfkesitiieofliees eni^aoeoant of 1^ polkies on her iife^ jBfigSOO was at onoe a^ipKed in 
payment of bills due. In April, 1855, Mr. Pratt was a^^ applied te £» a loan «f £3/000^ 
on a bill purporting to Ije accepted by Mrs. Sarah P&hner, and by November, 1856, there were 
€ight Mils held by Mr. Pratt or his clients, the total amonnt being £12,500. Some portion of 
tbis amonnt had been advanced to enable Palmer to purchase two race horses — *' Nettle" and 
the '' Chicken." The interest wais paid monthly. With two exceptions, these bills were dis- 
ooonted at the rate of sixty per cent. Thus the interest to be paid by Palmer for money 
bonowed within seven months was probably upwards of £6,000 a-year, the income of a leading 
IsRister «r phyn^an. If Bahnarhad. become possessed <tf an annuity equal to t^e mlary of a 
Jtt%e«r a Ifinister of State, it most have been swept aiway yearly during his whnla life in 
nenly paying theinterest «f this tnqiocary ** afrnmnaodatiwL'* And yet Pratt^ when ques- 
tiened l^ theeoniDer at the inquest onthe body of Walter Fafaner, with i^egard to lyty loss he 
weald aastaiB, makes tiie fi)ilowing reply z — *' Oh, do not ask me that cpiestaon, I am a young 
pFofessioBalman, with a wife and three diildren, and I hare been nearly ruined by this man. 
Bew eaa ]yi0a ask me soeh a ^pKatioB?** 

Kr. BratI, nevettheless, looked diarp .encnigkaftor his money, if we are to judge by the 
Qfgentletten he wvote, and to which evasive answers, wereretomed by his dient. Walter Flal- 
owr js dead, bnt» erenif the Priaee of Wales Ittmrsnee-offiee wiUpay the i^S^OOO, it camiot be 
veeeired ^Brectly ; so Pratt writes, " Do pray thank'Sfaoat yonr three bills so shortly becoming 
due. If I do net get a positire appcnntment from the <]^&ee to pay, whieh Z do not ezpeot» 
yea mnst beprepared to meet thees, as agreed. Yontold me yoor mother wall iDoaung sp 
tkis moi^h, and would settie them." Again, on the Sd of October, '' bear in mind that yoii 
mnst be pr^ared to eorer yoior mother's acc^tanees due at the end of the month.'' On the 
18<h, " I send oopieaef two letters I have received. As rngaids the first, it fihows how fan* 
portant it is tlMt you or your mother should prepare lor the payment of ihe £4,000 doe in 
a few days." What is the position, then, of Palmer P He has £4,00P to pay, and can OBttly 
pay £260, and promise £250 more. 

It is on the 28th October that Palmer, in answer to a letter of Prattfs, tlsaatemng proeeed- 
iftgs, writes thos anxioosly :— - 

"I will send you Ihe £260 from Woreester on Tuesday, as airanged. For ^oodaess's aake do net 
dnnk of writs ; only let me know that such steps are going to be taken and I will get you tbe 
money, ei^ea if I pay £1,000 for it; only give me a £ur efaanee, and you ahaU be piid Ha whole 
of the money." 

On the Slst of Octofeer Pratt wrote to Palmer : — 

" The £250 in registered letter duly receired to-day. With it I have bef n enabled to obtain 
consent to the following :— That, with the exception of issuing the writs against your mother, no 
proceeding as to eervioe shall be made until the monlfaig of Saturday, the 10th, when yon are to 
send up the £1,000 or £1,600. Ton will be debited with a month's interest on the whde of 
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• i/f 
£4,000 out of the money sent np. I impress upon you the necessity of your being punctual as to 

the bills. Tou will not forget also the £l,5()i() due on the 9th of Xovember." 

On the <H;h' of November Pratt issued writs against Palmer and his mother for £4,0C)(^ 

He sent them to Mr. Crabbe, a soU^ntor at Bugeley. On the 10th of Koyember Pkdmer 

called on Pratt and pidd him £900, which, with the ti^'o smns he had before reodved, made 

up dS800. £200 was deducted for interest, leaving [£600. Palmer ^was to endeavomr to tSi 

IVatt have a Airther remittance. It is possible, Pratt states, '* that writs were mentioned, I^CR 

I have no recollection of it. No doubt Palmer knew of them." Let us now qidt for a wlii^ 

Mr. Pratfs office on the ground-fleor of a smart house in Queen-street, May-fiiir, and betake 

oursdves to the Shrewsbury race-course. ' I 




CHAPTER XVIII. 

SHBEWBBITBT BACES — POLKSTAB, THE WDfJflNG HOESE— ** BITBIflNG" BBAJfDX AJfD WATSB. 

Among the strange admixture of company that thronged the 
Shrewsbury race-course on the momisg of the ISth of last 
November, were two individuals, both of whom appeared to be 
deeply interested in the results of the forthcoming race. One 
of these had more the cut of. the g^entleman. about him than the 
other ; in feet, he was what is commonly styled aristocratic lock- 
ing ; and, had the reader seen him, he would have guessed him 
to have been much the younger of the two, although there was 
only a feW^ years' difference between their respective ages. He 
was rather tall and slim — ^his fiice was thin and pale, his com* 
plexion dark. His hair was lopg, and he wore a slight whisker, 
and a smaH moustache. He wore a loose overcoat with large sieves. A gold cable guard 
chain dangled from his watch, and two or three rings might be noticed on his fingers. He 
resided at Luttern^orth, in Leicestershire j was supposed to be possessed of some littiie property, 
and kept a few race-horses. He had been brought up as a solicitor, and at one time had offices 
at Watling. It is very certain, however, that he was a constant frequenter of the various 
race-courses in the Midland districts, both in term and out of term, and that he was not 
> unknown at the different sporting taverns in the metropolis. 

Among his tolerably large circle of friends he was a universal favourite, for his easy good 
nature and the mildness of his disposition. 

The companion of this gentlemanly-looking young num, was an individual some thirty 
years of age, but appearing several years older. He was of a largeish build, though not more 
than five feet seven inches in height, very broad about the shoulders, and with rather a thick 
buU-neck. His complexion, which was florid, gave to his features a sHght expression of 
coarseness ; his scanty hair was of a lightish-brown, and was worn brushed back; lus whiskers 
inclined to red. The top of his head was almost bald. His style of dress was not remark- 
able frirther than that he was in mourning, and his hat was encircled with a deep black 
band. 

There was a something about the heavy figure of this indi\'idual which gave him, perhaps, 
more the appearance of a gentlemanly fimner than of a practitioner of the science of medicine. 
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which h6 really was. He bad a pleasant nod^aiid an agreeaUe smile for almost every one; 
and yet, deq>ite this apparent cheerfulnesB^ he most have been sadly wretched at hearty for be 
waaatthat moment involved in deeppecmiiary difficulties, which threatened, unless bis ''book" 
o& tiie f ortheoming race turned out well, to deprive him of house and hom^ and banish bun far 
aftime from the society of his fellow turfites, of which be seems to have been passionately 
^d— oh ! far worse than this — ^to place him in the felon's dock. Need the reader be told 
tif^ the younger of the two individuals, whose portraits we have attempted to sketch, was 
Jolp F^ffsons Cook, and that bis friend was William Palmer, the sporting surgeon of Bugeley. 
..^Gook and Palmer were on what may be styled intimate terms. Cook had lost a small inde- 
pendence on the turf, and be looked to the turf to restore him what it had deprived him of. 
He and Palmer indulged their dreams of success together. They owned race-horses in con- 
junction; occanonally betted for each other; and raised money on joint accommodatiffloi bill£. 
They were at this time both in embarrassed drcumstances; nevertheless, the liabilities of Cook 
were trivial in the extreme, compared to the heavy burthen of difficulties that Palmer was 
ordained to bear. During their racing trips they invariably firequented the same hotel, and 
\^iild occupy the same sitting-room. 




Cook's horse, named Polestar, was entered for the Shrewsbury Handicap. The race was 
run somewhere about two o'clock, and Polestar won. The owner was naturally enough elated 
with his triumph, for, as happens at all races, a good deal of money changed hands, and 
Cook's pocket-book was crammed ftill of bank-notes. It is said that for two or three 
minutes he could not speak. Good fellow as he was, to commemorate his luck, he gave a 
dinner at the Raven, at Shrewsbury, and treated his guests to foaming beakers of provuicial 
champagne. 

The same evening he accompanied Mr. Jones, the friend with whom be usually resided when 
at Lutterworth, to see him off by the last trdin. The next day he was on the course, as usual, 
and, apparently in perfectly health. After the race he returned to the Raven Hotel, where he 
diaed. 

A singular incident transpired at the Raven about eleven o'clock that evening. It seems 
that a person of tlie name of Mrs. Brooks, liad occasion to see Palmer at the Hotel. She, 
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tiMugli tt female, was eomieeted with the ttorf, toA betted on coimnissfefii. SSte had at her 
disposal m estabfiidiment of jodoes, fbr whom she aeted as a sort of register, and for whom 
she made engagements. Mmer's horm was to ran the next day; and she came to speak 
to him about a jodbey whom he wanted to emphyj and having* ascended liie stidrcase, tnmed 
into a lobby into which Palmei^s room opened. As die tnmed into the lobby tite saw Mmer^ 
whom she knew perfectly well, heading np a tumbler to the fight of the gas'wMcdk was b«n- 
ing in ^be passage, and looking at it wit!^ the eaotion of a man who was watdnng to' see wl^t 
was the conation of the ISqind. Having^ lotted at it throngh the gaidig^t, te witiidiew to 
his own room, and presentlyjretnrned with the glass inhss hand, and then went into the apart- 
ment where his friend Cook was ratting. 

Later in the eveonig, Mc Fisher, who went in the room in whidi Palmer and Cook wire, 
and fofiad them ntttng in conTenttltoB at a table. Cook having a tnmbler, halft-fall of brandj- 
and-wster, before him. Fisher went in and sat down, and Cook iorited Urn to ha?e somethiog 
to dffiak; at the same tuse, saying to Palmer, *' Yon will hare some more/' **No ;" ttyt 
Palmer, '' not nnless yon ffaish yevr glass/' On which Cook said, ^' That is soon done.'' H» 
took ;up his glass, half-fall of brandy-and-water, and tossed it off at one gulp, leavhig a 
tea-spoonfal at the botUNOi of the tuaUer. He had scaroaly swallowed it, when he said, '* Good 
God ! there is something in it that boms my throat." Palmer took up the glass and draok 
what remained, and said, *' Cook luicies thoe ia aBietlfing in the brandy-and-water ; taste it»^ 
On which they said, *' It is rery easy to ssy taate it ; bat yon hare left none." Within a hm 
minutes Cook snddenly left te room* He ittemcd after a few minutes, and ealled Fisher out, 
and told him he had been ilirfently ill ! addKag, that he thought '< that damned Palmer had 
dosed him." He tlisa gave Fisher the money he had about him, between seren and eight 
hundred ponads, to take care of. He was then taken with violent romitings. After a little 
while he was so had thait it was naeeasary to take him to bed, where he romtted again and 
again, in the meet Tiolint way. It becaaae necessary to send for a medical man. Theie 
Tomitiags esatimied for a eonple of Imnbs^ the man retcldng with the greatest ^olenoe ; the 
mediesl gentlemen prepaaed an eaaetiey iHuch lUaaer would not hear o£i They got him warm 
water, put a tooth-bniA to his throat to make him ijeet what he had taken. However, there 
was no occasion tar that, for the remiting went en. After that, seme stimulants were given to 
him, some c e a s f ert ing aaatter, and, than a pill and a pwgative dese. After two or three hours 
he became more tranquil, and about two V three o'doek lie fell adeep, and slept till the next 
morning. 

** On Thursday morning, the 16th,** says Mr. Q. Herring, (another Mend of Cook's)— 
** Mr. Cbok came to my room while we were waiting fi» hreakfhst. He drew me to 
the window, and began speaking to me about money and racing matters. Dnriog^ 
the conversation, the name of Palmer was mentioned^ but I caimot reoolleet by which 
of us." I remarked, 'how about that brandy-and-water you had?' And he replied, 
Oh ! that villain did me. From the previous conversation I remarked, 'You mean FSlmer P*^ 
and he said 'Yes;' I then observed, * It *s a very serious thing to accuse a gentleman of such 
a thing; what could be his motive ?' and he replied in a sorrowM tone, 'You don't know «D» 
He then continued talking about racing matters, and I interrupted him by saying, ' Good God,, 
if you suspect tins man of such a thing, how can you go back and breakfiist with him ?' Be 
again replied, in an absent manner, as he was walking towards the door, *Ah! you don't 
knowalL'" 
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CHAPTEE XIX.. 

COOK AlTD PAJUGBB AT BVOSLEt^— C0aK*l9 lUanSB— TECE PnilS — A PSATH-BXD SCEK^E. 

H 9gii0 of wliftt we have namted above. Cook and Palmer- 
weve verf soon Mends ^;ain, and brother sportsmen. In the 
aftemoon ti Uranday^ November 15, they started together 
for Bogdej^ wlme Mr. Ccxik engaged a room at the Talbot 
Arms, exactly opposHe to Oe snnggery inhabited by Mr.. 
William Pblmer. Thursday, in other respects, seenw to have 
been a &r 9om, but on Friday Mr. Cook dined with 
nhner ai|^ Jeremiali ftnifii, at Fadmer's house, returning to 
the Ttdboi in a state of jpattct sobriety. On the following 
morning he ftlt qnafamsh and uncomfortable. He threw up 
a txxp of eoi^ administaed by tbe chamber-maid, and after- 
vfmrd^ a bass of broth smt by Mr. Pthner. It seems that 
Pyhoaer desired a woma& of the name of Rowley to go to aik 
bm in Buge]ey„ the ABbion, and get some btofli. The woman got the broth, took it to Pahner's 
home, and put it in a saucepan on iiie kitefacii fire to waim. She had something to do in the 
\mk kitdien, and meaA into tbe bade kitcheaB— ^le mw no more of the Iffoth, or P&hner, until 
Fdnur, having poured it into a basin, broogbt it to her, told her to take it over to the Talbot 
Anns^ and to tell any one to whom she might give it to take it up to Cook, and say Mr. Jerry 
Smith had sent it^ 
Thnmgboiit tihe whole of tihat day Palmer was constantly in and out, ministering to 
■ Cook a variety of things^ and whenever he £d administer anything to him, s ickness invariablr 
•easaed. Br. Bamford, aged 8^ is called in» and sends a oou]^ of opiate pills. The next 
morning he is again sent fbr. On this daj ( Stm da y) some more broth is brought over fit>in^ 
Mmer. This time it is tasted bj the dbandier-maKl belbre it is taken into Mr. Cook's room.. 
She merely drank a eavapie of iaUe^KioiifiilB. IVithin half an hour of that time the woman 
was taken violently in ; vonuliBg came on, whidi lasted five or ax boors; she was obliged to 
go to bed at 12 o'dock in the day ; she oould not get up tall 5 or 6 in the aftemoon; and she 
imnited not lees than twenty times. 

Palmer, during the Sunday, writes the following note to Mr. Jones, of Lutterworth, the- 
firiend whom Cook had seen off to the train on the daiy of Shrewsbury races : — 

"November 18, 1855. 
" My dear Sir^— 1&. Coek was taken iH at Shrewsbary, and obliged to call in a medical man ;. 
nnce then he has been confined to his bed here with a very severe bilious attack, combined with 
disnfacea ; and I think it advimUe for you to come to see him as soon as possible. 

"WiLLiAst Palmer.'* 

On Monday mosming Cbok was better, and able to eat somethii^, but he stiU lay stretched 
on his ydOow-K^irtained bed at tiie Talbci Arms. In the aftemoon he gets up fbr an hour or 
two, and talks to his trainer and jodi^eyB. After seeing Cook for a few minutes m the 
mondo^ Palmer, it appcsnv hmried n^ to Tienffasi to get his fitiend's accounts settled with 
respect to Shrewsboiy races. Mr. Heiriiig, to whom Cook had hinted his suq^icions r^^arding 
the braady-and-water, mBed on Mmer at his town lodg^, 8^ Beaufort-buildings, Strand, 
in compliance with a letter received ftmn Mmer that monnng. " I inquired of him," states 
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Mr. Herrings "how Mr. Cook .wag;" when he aaid,- ''Oh, heVi all right; the physidan lia« 
given hhn some calomel, a^ ropommended him not to come out, hemg a damp day ;" and 
added, " What I want to see you about, is settling his account,^ holding out half a sheet of note- 
paper. I rose slightly to take % when he sidd^ ^* You had better take it down," tearing some 
letter-paper, and pushing it to^K^ards me at the time, with pen and ink, saying, " What I have 
hare will be a cheek against you.** • 

Mr. Herring, it appears, held three £2)00 bills «f exchange, one drawn by Mr. Cook and 
aooepled hy Palmer, the others drawn by Palmer and accepted by Cook. One of these* had 
been settled at Shrewsbury; the remahider were now paid and cancelled. The various sums 
to be'recdyed amounted to £1,020, but of this £110 was refused, on the plea of a set-o£ He 
theiifiire wrote word to Mr. Cook, at lHJr. Palmer's, Rugeley, to the effect that he had not 
bee^ able to remit £350 he was to have sent to Mr. PAdwick, but that he had duly sent a 
dieqpe for £450 to Mr. Pratt, the lawyer usually employed by Pahner in his monetary trans- 
actions. A telegraphic reply was directly returned by Palmer from the nearest station to 
Ra^Bley, requesting him to advance' the. amount necemary to make Mr. Padwick all right, and 
thatpie should be repaid W the Thursday. Mr. Herring prudcbtly declined. Subsequently, 
wh^^he original melnorandum sent by Palmer to Colwich was sought for, it appeared that 
Ids yiuenee had availed to procure its restitution. Consequently, no legal proof exists that it 
was^liL his handwriting. 

I%ir9& near upon lO o'clock at night when Palmer arrived at Rugeley from London, yet at 
tfais'^Iate hour he hast^ied to call on a Mr. Newton, assistant to Mr. Salt, a surgeon at Rugeley, 




whom he asked for three grains of strychnine. Newton weighed it accurately and gave it to 
him, enclosed in a piece of paper. Palmer said nothing further but '* Good night/' and hurried 
of^ taking it away with him. 

On this same night Cook took two pills, which made him excessively ill. He screamed 
wildly, rolled his eyes about, and beat the bed-clothes with his hands, while his head moved 
convulsively, and his Hmbs soon after straightened. Mr, Palmer, being sent for in haste, gave him 
some comforting words, two more pills, and a thick, dark-coloured draught, which smelt like 
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opiun. Tbe side man Tomited almost imine&tely, but there was no appearance of the pills^ 
and presently he fell into a refretdiing shonber. The landantnn, if snch it was, had been ad- 
nmuiiftered In too large a dose for the state of the stomach after so nmch irritaticm — otherwise 
it might hare soothed him into a sleep from which there wonld have been no awaking. Ihiring 
Toesdaj, the 20th of Kovember, Pahner^ Imown not to have any large practice goes to a 
diemist's shop in Rugeley, and buys 6 grs. of strychnine, and 2 drs. of prtissic acid. In the 
afteroooix of ^e same day^ Mr. W. BL Joms, of Lutterworth, arrives to look after the mik man.. 
Old Dtr. 'BnaStitd. again.oa]ied, and after tecuig Im patient, goes swi^ with Fahner t» pre- 
pare tbe aeoessaiy mediiaaies. Whea he had ram^ them up and put tbem ihto a box; Fabner 
adEecl him to writ« upon them the ftireetioii of ham tlwy were to he takou Tkaa stradc Bam- 
ford as heijig ^xtnaovdinary, because^ as I^ifaner himself was a medical many and wm going to* 
give the pills to ihe patient, there tonkA be no neeessity for wriliBg the dSareotioii, which a 
miw^cal man iwoaliy does when anotiier mei&ail man does not intervene to see the dase- 
admixBsterad; but by Pahner's desire he did write the directian— ^' pills to be ladcen at bed- 
time." Se pat the box into a paper aad sealed it vp. Three-^piiarters of aft hoar ohyod 
between the time the ponsoaer left BaaKfimL and came to Oeoh. When he did eame he gave 
Cook twoplk; hat be£we he gave ihem he opened Hie bos, and eaUsd the a^teartaon of Ur^ 
JonaiitotfaadhBe0tion,«ai3ria^,ina£bBMtoMr^BiBaibr^ "faewwonderftdltwas 

that a man of eighty should write so good and strong a hand." Yomitij^ cttsiwd immsdiatety 
after the j^Im had been admiaistefed, hot the jnlle renuuned on the atonadi. This was at 
a little past eleve^ o'doek. Mr. Jc^ies slept in the same room with his friend; the foot 
of the beds were opposite to each other, the room being sufficiently large, and Mr. Cook 
lying between the door and the window. Aboat midmght Mr. Jones undressed 
hims^f and turned in. He had not laid down above tweaa^ minutes, when his friend 
called to him in alarm^ and begged that Mr. Palmer might he sent for immediately. 
That gentleman was by his bed-side wxUdh tiuree minutes, feofia^ volunteering the remark 
that he had never dressed so qnidd^ in Ins Ixfr belbre. He then gave lum two pills which 
he broo^ with hdm, sayin|^ thai i^Mjy were aunKmia pilla— n pn^aratkm never k^t ready 
miade v^ beeanse of evapom&n. A tenifaie scene mmr cinsned. Wildly idiri^ng, the 
patient tossed ahout m ftarfid eenvakkms; Ms finha were ao xi|pd that it was in^[)OflBibIe to 
raise lunv thoa|^ he entreated tibat tikey wonU do t^ aa he fttt that he was saflfoeating.. 
Every ranscift waa ecnmndBed; his hedy hei^ m w ynids like a how; fhey tnmed Inm ovior on lus 
leftside; tibe aei»m ^ the heart gradoaOy ceaaed, and he was dead. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

cook's STEF-FATREB comes to BrCKEUtT — THE MIBSTFTG BBTTIIf G-BOOK — F06T-li:0«TEM 
EXAJtnrATIOlf— PALMER ATTEMPTS TO BBIBE THE VOBTTStTT — ^IS MOBE FOBTTNATE WITH 
THE POSTMAflTEB — ^TBIES IT OS WITH THE COBOKEB — IB ABBESTED FOB DEBT — ^IS FOTTIfD 

crtnxTir of wiLFtnL mitbbeb. 

OOE being now dead beyond all qnestion, Pahner sets to 
work to possess bknself of his remaining effects. He had 
already appvopciated bis wiumigs at Shrewsbury, with 
the ezcepUon of the Handicap Stakes ; these he could not 
tODch, as they were not payable till a week after the race, 
and then (miy in London. The evening that Cook expired, 
but be&re his aetnal decease, Pahner posted a cheque, 
which purported to be signed by Cook, to the secretary 
of the Jockey Club, for £350, on account <tf the said stakes. 
The day following, he writes off te Pratt, saying; '' Mind, I 
most have Polestar;" and fiirther, ''should any one call 
i^n yon to know what monies Cook ever had from you, don't answer the question." 

The breath was hardly out of Cook's body, before Pahner orders some one to be sent for to 
lay t2iie body out. The women on entering the room, find Palmer searching the pockets of a 
coat, which, there could be no doubt, was Mr. Cook's ', they saw him hunt under the pillow, and 
under the bolster ; they saw some letters lying oa the mantel-piece, which there was every 
reason to believe had been taken from the coat ; on the following day, Pahner again rum- 
mages among Cook's things, under tiie ^wtence of seeking for a paper-knife which he had 
boRoved §0F faim. 

Hie death of Cook was conamuidcsted to his relatives in London. Palmer, when he heard 
ivW; had faeon d(me, is reported to iMKve exclaimed, '* Gtwd God ! why, he has no rdativee !" 
On Friday, the 23rd, Mr. Stephens, wbo married Cook's mother, came down to Bugeley, aad, 
after viewing tiie body of his rdative, to whom he had beoa tenderly attadied, asked Pahner 
abont his aAdn. Mmer aaRn*ed him that he hdd a pi^er drown up by a }awyer, and signed 
by Cook, statibDg tiiat, in respect of £4,000 worth of bilhf, he (Cods) was al<^ liable and that 
Pirimer had a daim to that amount againsthis estate* Mr. Stephens expre«edhis amasement, 
and i«Fiwd,that there would not be;4,000 diilfings for the hxMwi of the bills. Snbsequeutly 
Pkfaner displayed aa eager offieioasiieeB in the matter of the funeral, taking upon hunself to 
Older a shdOl and an oak coffin. Mr. Stevens ordered dinner at tiie hotel fer Bamferd, Jcmes, 
and himself, and finding Fahoaer still longing mboiit, thought it but civil to extend the invita- 
tion te him. Aooordmgly they an sat down together, j^fter dhmer, Mr. Stephens asked Jones 
to 1^ mpetairs and bring down aBl books and papers belonging to Cook. Jones left the room 
to do so, and Balmer flowed him. They were absent about ten nmmtes, and on their return 
jTooes observed that they were tdaable to find the betting-book or any of the pap»8 belonging 
to itie deceased. Pahner added, '^ Hie betting^book would be of no use to you if you fistond it, 
Ibr tiie befai aie void by bos death.*" Mr. Stephens repBed, « The bode must be found;" and 
then Mmer, changing Ins tone, said, " Oh, I dare say it will turn up." Mr. Stephens on this 
rang the beO, and when the hooseke^er came, derired her unmediately to go and take posses- 
wm ef whatever there might be of Mr. Cook's j to lock the door, and aUow no one to have 
access to the place until his letom flnom London, where he had made up his ndnd to go to 
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obtain the assistance of a solicitor. On his arrival in London, he consulted his solicitor, yfbffi 
gave him a letter of introdnction to Mr. Gardner, a respectable gentleman practising i^ 
Rugeley. In returning from London the next day, on the train stopping for refreshment n^ 
Wolverton, he met Palmer, who was a passenger by the same train, having been up to Londoni 
to pay some more money to Pratt, and Mr. Stephens communicated his determination to ham 
a, po9t'fnoriem examination. Palmer was particularly anxious to learn who were the pmKmn 
who would he employed; Mr. Stephens did not inform him, but he did tell him he iiiteikled 
to employ a solicitor to inquire into his step-son's offiurs; on which Palmer offered to reooooh 
mfend him one, an offer wliich Mr. Stephens thought proper to decline. :) 

On Sunday, the 25th, Palmer goes to Dr. Bamford, and asks him for a certificate of ihe 
cause of Cook's death. Bamford replies, "Why should you ask me for it? he was your patient?' 
"No," said Pahner, "I would rather you gave the certificate." It was thereupon discussedf 
what the certificate should be, and finally it was entered " apoplexy." 

On the same day, Palmer sent for Cheshire, and produdng a paper purporting to bear the 
signature of Cook, asked him to attest it. Cheshire glanced over it. It was a document v^ 
which Cook acknowledged that bills to the amount of £4i,000, or thereabouts, had been* 
negodated for his (Cook's) benefit, and in respect of which Palmer had received no conadera«i 
tion. Cheshire refused; whereupon Palmer carelessly observed, " It is of no consequence; I. 
dare say the signature will not be disputed, but it occurred to me that it would look more 
regular if it were attested." 

On the evening of tlie same day. Palmer writes another note to Pratt, urging him to be 
silent with reference to Cook's aflEairs. Here is the note in question : — 
" (Strictly private and confidential.) 

" My dear Sir, — Should any of Cook's friends call upon you to know what money Cook ever had. 
from you, pray don't answer that question^ or any pother about money matters, until I have sees, 
you. And oblige yours fiaithfully, " William Palicea." 

About seven o'clock the same evening he sends for Mr. Xewton, the person from whom 
he obtained the strychnia on the previous Monday. Newton thereupon goes to Burner's house.^ 
Palmer was sitting by the kitchen fire reading. No one else was present. He asked Newton to 
have some brandy and water, and then enquired of him the proper dose of strychnine to kill a dog, 
and also as to what would be the appearance of the stomach after death. Newton told him 
that there would be no inflammation, and that he did not think it could be found. Upon that 
Palmer snapped his finger and thumb in a quiet way, and exclaimed, as if communing with, 
himself, "All right." On the following day — ^Monday, the 26th of November, the post-mortem, 
examination took place. Palmer, hearing that Newton was to assist, invited him beforehand, 
to have some brandy, and persuaded him to drink a couple of glasses, neat. Palmer was pre- 
sent at the post-mortem, and seeing that the intestines and stomach presented a healthy ap- 
pearance, could not refrain from observing to Br. Bamford in a loud whisper, " Doctor, th^ 
won't hang us yet ! " The stomach and intestines were taken out and placed in a jar, and it 
was observed that Palmer pushed against the medical man who was engaged in the aperation,. 
and the jar was in danger of being upset. It escaped, however, and was covered with skins^ 
tied down, and sealed. Presently one of the medical men turned round, and finding that the 
jar had disappeared, asked what had become of it. It was found at a distance, near a different 
door frtnn that through which people usually passed in and out, and Palmer exclaimed, " It's 
all right. It was I who removed it. I thought it would be more convenient for yon to have 
it here, that you might lay your hands readily on it as you went out." When the jar was re- 
covered it was found that two slits had been cut in the skins with a knife. On the evenlag of the 
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nune day. Mr. Stephens having made ap his mind that the stomach should he sahmitted to 
ftmlyris by FtafeBSor Taylor, engaged a fly to oooyey him from the Talbot Arms, Rngeley, to the 
SiaAid railway station, intending to cany the jars np to London himsdf. The fly was 
BtmStf horsed and waithig, and while the postboy who vras to drive it was hnnying from his 
IM^glfaigB to the hotel, he enoonntered Palmer, who offered him a £10 note to upset the 
viehiele. The postboy flrmly reAised the tempting bribe. According to nunonrs, which, 
bmrefor, we do not credit, Pidmer was afterwards, in company with othens seen following the fly. 

' Mr. Stephens reached London safely, and gave the Jars into Professor Taylor^s custody. The 
flme evening that Mr. Stephens started off. Palmer was observed walking aboat the streets of 
Bageley drunk !— dnmk, too, as they say, for the first time in lus life ! 

While Dr. Taylor was engaged with his analysis, the Coroner smnmoned a jury together, 
and opened an inquiry. At the first meeting the proceedings were merely fiormal, the body 
Ikliiig only viewed and identified. Palmer appears by this time to have felt his position to be 
a drabtAil one. He was a very reserved 'man to those who were not intimate with him ; never" 
thelesB, while the inquests were going on, he treated everybody at the Talbot Arms to any- 
tUng they would have. His main trust was in his friend, the postmaster of the town, Mr. 
OfaeBhire, who, it will be remembered, was one of his referees in respect of " George Bate, 
£Bq.'' It seems that Pahner used to place his carriage at the disposal of Mrs. Cheshire on 
Sundays, on which day that lady indulged in an afternoon drive, so that Cheshire owed him a 
good turn ; this Cheshire proceeded to acquit himself of in the following fiuhion. Of course, 
ftmn Cheshire's position, the correspondence passing to and fro between the solicitors and Dr. 
Ts;^ could be easily tampered with, and none but himself be the wiser. It was tampered 
with; and no doubt every letter that passed through the post-office referring to the case was 
shown to Pkilmer by Cheshire. At «py rate, we learn from Cheshire's own lips that Palmer 
caDed on him on Sunday, the 2d of December, and gave him a hint which he was not slow to 
take. He goes to Palmer next morning to tell him that nothing was up. Palmer was then 
in bed ilL Cheshire visits him again on the Wednesday, and this time with the joyfhl intelli- 
gence that no poison had been found ; he having opened Dr. Taylor's letter to the solicitor 
to ascertain that AmH;. ** I knew they would not,'' sud Palmer, " I'm as innocent as a baby." 

No doubt this little bit of information helps to raise Palmer's spirits. He thinks that all he 
lus to do now is to make it right with the Coroner, W. Webb Ward, Esq. ; so, on the Sth De- 
cember, he writes first of all a note to Mr. Frantz, poulterer of Stafford, ordering some 
"nice pheasants and a good hare," and then a note to the Coroner to accompany the said game. 
In ^uB latter note he lets out^ that he had seen *' in black and white," Dr. Taylor's statement 
to the effect, that no poison had been firand, and he coolly enough suggests to the Coroner, 
that he diould like a verdict, "died of natural causes, and thus end it." These notes Palmer 
ctRumits into the hands of Mr. George Bate, who starts off to StafR>rd. He goes to Mr. 
Frantz, the dealer in game, who says he is a pheasant short of the order, but will send the 
other things to Bate, at the Junction HoteL* Bate re-directs the parcel, and g^ves a lad 3d. 
to carry it to Mr. Ward's office. He next goes in search of Mr. Ward, whom he unearths in 
the smoking-room of the Dolphin Inn, which owns the only billiard-room in Stafford. George, 
having *' tipped him a knowing wink," the Coroner came out to the foot of the billiard stairs, 
and there received the said letter. 

On Thursday, the 13th, George Bate is again wanted on a similar errand. The adjourned 
inquest meets on the morrow, and Taylor's evidence will then come out. Palmer is still ill 'u 
bed, and when Bate arrives, he is sent to Thirlby (Ben that used to be at Salt's), to borrow a 
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£6 note. ThiB he euae iNiek mii^ but Filmfisr, m the meanwiiiie, aeems to hmv& tiioxiglii thd 
amowit t<to Hitle fer bis pnrpese. He tiwrefoKe nti Bate to kont &r Indk-note m a lookng- 
gioBt dxaiwer. George can oidy see one ftr £50, wiiiciL FalncK, ve saj^poee, thioki teo nuwh, • 
and yet it is a qvestiott of life and deatk witk him. At iUa jiiiictiDe» a sheriff^ flAoar m 
annoraneed. Soit has come tothat at hwt; tlwee hiUs^ whick he bad oet afloat^ payix^ aa maeik - 
as 75 per oent. per aanvm ^ diaconvt, hav« at vlength eatangled him in the M i ihe aaf the weh. 
Bate is vm offered to retire while FUmcr holds some little ecanexmJAm with the oftsor. 
When he eomes hack again, Fabner hands hin a letter to take to W. W. Ward, Siiq^ whack 
he is to he sore no one sees him deSrer. Qeorge ^d not fike so muck seeresy, and he aalGed. 
Mr. Palmer if he could not send some one else. Flnlmer npfied, "Why, Oeorge, aa to this 
poor fellow Cook, they will find nothing in Uon; 1^ he was the best 'pai' I ercr had in. my 
life; and why shoiild I hare poisoned him ?•* andke added, "I am as iimooeiit as yo«, Gtatg^" 
George therenpon goes off to Stafford. Thaa time he eatches WilHam Wetoh Ward on the 
road between the Station and the Jnnctioii Hotel, and there dily slips tlie note into his hand. 
Not a word passed ; both of them no donbt imderstood eaek other. 

Thenextday, Friday, Dec. 14th, was a d^ of deep anxieftyfcr William Palmw AMioigk 
matters looked black enongh as they stood, still, nntil the Nemesiaii, Dr. Alfred Taylor, earne 
down to Rngeley, and threw the weight of his evidenee into the 8cale» there was notkisg mope 
than vague, though serious, suspicion atta^nBg to our spcvtang saigeen. 13ie witnouaca had 
described Cook's death, with its minutest particalars; the medical eridenee agreed i^iat these 
partictdars unmistakeably indicated tetanus. Dr. Taylor panwed that that tetaniB was pro- 
duced by strychnine ; and Charles Robert, in his tarn,' prored ikmt he sold atryidimne ta V 
Piahner only a day before Cook's death. • 

Palmer is summoned; the answer giren is, that he is too iH to attend— perha|Mi the dieiiff's 
oificers feared an escape. Next day a verdict of **W!1M Murder* is zietiimed, and Palawr's 
friend — ^the recipient of the *'fine pheasant and a good hare^ — the sui^iected reapieni of the 
£5 note — ^W. Webb Ward, Esq., coroner for Staffordshire — makes out his warrant of ooKiaQit<>^ 
ment to the county prison. 

Mr. Hatton, the local police superintendent, proceeds to Palmei^s house^ and anests him. 
He is still m tise custody of the sheriiTs officers; and still too unwell to bezemofed.- Agua^ 
of 'pofiee officers is therefore left behind. So throughly did Palmer^s ^nends believe in 
his innocence, that when notice was given him of his arrest on the c barge, a fiun^iar oon- 
panion c^ his, who was in the room at the tame, was about to seise 9 offieer by tiie throat, 
declaring that he would never allow Palmer to be taken away oa such a diabcdical cfaaicge. 
Such a proceeding would have availed Palmer nothing. The pc^iee officers piooeeded at 
once with their duty. Every article iii the room was strictly examined; and a crowd of 
persons, whose murmuring voices could be distinctly heard in the miserable man's bed- 
chamber, congregated around the house till midnight, in expectation of seeing him carried 
away to gaol. 

Jerry Smith, the lawyer, saw him on the morning after the Coroner's jury had returned their 
verdict. He sent to see Jerry. It was some thne before the latter could make up his mind to go ; 
for, as he said, the news made him fell sick. At last, when he 'recovered himself, he entered 
the room. Palmer was surrounded by policemen. Jerry, jwinting to them^ said, * William! 
William! how is this?' Palmer could not answer him, but the tears tridded down his 
cheeks. This, the police say, is the only time they ever saw him affiscted, or betray any 
symptoms of emotion. 
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H6y ck)abtiei8» did not pass one of the cabnest ni^ts in that well-knowa zoom in the old 
&iailiar house where iie had lived so long—that room where he had, abo^t a tweWemonth. 
previoiidy; gazed, though but for a moment, on the pale features of his dead wife for the last 
iame. What would he give now to be able to re-call her — ^that she might whisper one word of 
omSort in his ear in his dire misery !-H3he who would have believed him innocent, thoi^ 
twenty juries pronounced him guilty ; and, if guilty, would have brought him to xepentance bgir 
the deep power of a woman's love. Alas ! instead of her by his side^ he aees the officers of 
JQstioe crowded around his bed, watching for that sUght change in his discrder which will 
warrant them in carrying him off a prisoner to Stafford gaoL 



CHAPTER XXI. 



FAtlfER'S FAREWSLIr^-FALMBB IK PJUSON — HIS VOLUMTAB,T STA3LVATiaK-*>HI9 FUBMI* 
TURB SBIZBD AHX» BOLD. 

E next hear of William Palmer as a prisoner in Stafford gaol- 
I Before, however, he was conveyed there, he took a farewell 
; leave of Eliza Tharm, his maid-senrant, throwiog his arms 
' round her neck, and requiting her illicit love with a £bO 
{ Bank of England note. We have already spoken of the 
child to which she had given birth. There are dreadful re- 
^ ports current at Rugeley respecting it. The child, it seems, 
was sent out to nurse at Armitage, some two or three miles 
out of Rugeley, near the Canal Bridge. Some two or tiiree 
days before Cook's death it is said that Palmer sent f<Nr the 
child, under the pretence that he wished to see that it was 
quite welL The reader will gtiesB the result, the child was 
Mized with convnlsioBt while going home and died shortly after, or aa some say on ita jaBmey 
Uck. 

When Falaser reached the prison he was still very IB ; indeed he had ziaen frooa his bed to 
«esompany the officers. Directly he arrived at the gaol he went to bed again. The Go- 
vernor took advantage of tSua to remove his clotbea, for be had been directed to take then 
away» for fear that Paioier might have poison eoncealed on his person. Another nai of 
•clothes wee made expressly for him in the place of the old enes, but theee Palmer dediaed to wear, 
«Bd stated that he neter woukU From the great anxiety he evinced to have his own clothes, 
the niReen felt persnaded that he had poison ooneealed in the aeama or cbcners of either the 
«oat, wwaUoaAp or trousers. Of course, a very smaS quantity of 8«eh a poiaoa as he was wont 
to use, would have snflloed. fHien after a fortnight Ms own dothea were retBrned^ the estire 
suit had previoBsly been seociied aa carefBlly as poinhle. The seams were opened, and the 
garments were beaten and shaken sufficiently to remove any powder, were any oonceakd about 
them. 
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Palmer in Ui despondency appears, on his first entry into the prison, to have determined on 
self-destmctioQ. He remained in bed, refasini^ to take any food, simply swallowing a little 
water from time to time. On the sixth day the Governor became alarmed by this obstinacy, 
and, at his morning's tisit to the prison, he spoke to him, as he did, indeed, every day, arguing 
with him, and endeavonring to persuade him to take his food. Palmer constantly replied that 
de did not want anything, and that he was not hungry. The Governor, finding him so deter- 
mined, and seeing that the danger was imminent, resolved on forcing him to take nourishment. 
He procured a stomach-pump, and, ordering a basin of soup to be made, visited the prisoner. 
He once more asked him to take his food. Palmer again answered that he had no appetite 
The Governor replied, that bis looks were those of a healthy man, that his pulse was good, and 
that there was no apparent reason why he should not make the effort. Palmer still persisted in 
saying he should not eat. The Governor reasoned with him, and told him, that if he did not 
take his food quietly, he should have to place the tube of the stomach-pomp in his mouth, and 
inject the soup into his stomach. He pointed out to Palmer that his resistance was useless, for 
that in less than five minutes — if he was forced to have recourse to compulsory measures — he 
could oblige him to swallow the soup, as all he l^d to do was to summon his officers, (of 
whom there were fifty in the building), to place a small gag in his (Palmer's) mouth, and in- 
troduce the coil, and in less than five minutes the tonp would be down his throat. '* In fact," 
added the Governor, " I shall juit allow you the five minutes to consider whether you will take 
^^he food in the ordinary way or not." After the five minutes had expired. Palmer seemed to 
think better of the matter, and took the soup, and ever since he has continued to eat his 
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idmIs. At me time be reqneeted that food miglit be sent to bim from bis own boose, bat of 
cowrse tbis reqaett was at once refused, in order to guard against any atteaspt bein g asade to 
eonvey poison to bioi. He was told tbat be migbt order wbat be liked, bnt tbat it mvat be 
' cooked in tbe prison. 

y' . Tbe County Gaol and House of Correetion of Stafford bas very mneb tbe appearanoe of a 

" Urge, squat brick castle. At tbe comers of tbe bailding are round towers of red brick, and 

tbere are two outer walls of red brick adjoining two red outer walls. Tbere is a red-bot g^re 

about tbe pile, as if yon saw it tbrougb red glass. Tbe principal entrance is entirely built of 

stone, and tc is quite refreshing to get near it, for it is like being in tbe cool sbade. 

Tbe Governor's boose is exactly opposite tbe porter's lodge, and bas a little bit of a garden 
before it to enliTcn it ; bat tbe grass seems to know it is in prison, or else tbe ground is on 
criminal allowance, and allowed no loxnries, sucb as manure ; for tbe Goyemor's garden is 
not flourishing, and, beyond some remarkably fine flint stones, seems to grow nothing worthy 
of notice. A pathway from hence leads to tbe debtors' airing'' court, a large piece of ground, 
surrounded by wooden railings. Tbe bake-house is next to the debtors' court ; and through 
the windows, may nsbalty be 'seen a Tast amount of bread ^ not in square loaves such as 
freemen usually eat, but slabs of bread, like three-inch deal-planks, sawn in small lengths of 
three feet, and piled together with the greatest order. A kind of grinding noise is beard, 
together with the hum of machinery. ' The powei* by which the mill-stones are put. in motion, 
h no other than a tread-wheel of 32- felon power, with poor wretches dreised in their prison 
gray, walking up " the endless stairs," which turns away beneath their feet. 

Soon after Falmers's arrest, a solicitor of Birmingham arrived at Rugeley early one morning, 
and demanded admittance into his house, in virtue of a bill of sale for ^^10^400, given by 
Palmer in thtf spring of 1855. The request was refosed by the superintendent of police, who 
' was in charge of the papers and other things in the house, and an entrance was subsemiently 
eflJBct^ by breaking a pane of glass and opening a window. Arrangements were soon-ial^ 
^ sdlhig off tbe effects by public auction, and we gather ^m Mrs. Bennett, tbe next-ctoor 
neighbour, tbat if it had been a nobleman's sale there couldn't have been more folks there. 
They camie firom Birmingham, and all round about. The sale, which, according to the cata- 
logue, was to have occupied three days, was passed over between a morning and a night. " The 
sale was too hurried," this lady said. ** If they bad brought the things out into the o^pm air, 
they would have fetched much more money ; but they didn't g^ve tbe bidding time. ' The books 
were almost given away.' Loads and loads of things went off from here to Birmingham. 
The fhmiture was very good indeed." 

** His bouse was very handsomely fiimished ;" observed an informant to us, " I know he gave 
? "ferty guineas' for a sideboard, and> sixteen pounds for a dieffonier; his chain cost four 
guineas each. He had a very good taste in Aimiture. I am a cabinet-maker, and I have niade 
many pieces of furniture under his directions. He had a very good taste indeed.^' ^ 

According to the catalogue of the sale. Palmer was possessed of 222 gallons of ale, and 
1^ '07 dossen of port,'and 43 gallons of spirits. He had more bottles in his cellar than in his 
%.^BB3^ery; He had 800 in the one,- and only 137 in the other ; but what matter where they 
'were kept, since, doubtless, all were equally employed in his drugging business ? 
' '^During the sale while the police were looking on, a deal box was put up, with some Ashing 
iacklfr and' some piHa* The auctioneer etnphasizfed "pills," but the police did not think it 
worth their while to interferi?.' It is not at fdl improbable but that these might have been 
Bamford's pills thrown aside in a great hurry ; for a medical man is not likely to keep his pilb 
in a deal fishing-tackle box. 
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A prayer4x)ok was purchased by a lady at the sale wkkii, had been presented to F^ifaner^s 
wifb by C«kMMl Bmoks. Under tbe mscription, written in pendl, in Mis. Palmer's baadwritiiig', 
thei« was a long pm3rer foir ^e safety of her diild, beseeching most earnestly that he nught 
not be cut off suddenly, like the other four. 

We wonder who bought " the handsome mahogany German bedstead, with panelled foot- 
board, carved eormoe, fringe, and figured damask hangings," on which poor Mtas. Palmer 
<Ued! 




CHAPTER XXII. 

THB SALB OF PALlCCm's STUD AT TATTBmSALL's. 

PPOSITE the grand entrance to Hyde-park, wheie ibfi carriayfli 
and bonesen enter, and where the mob stands to see the Q«eea 
go by, down by Dedmas Barton's arch, with the horrible equestrian 
statue of the late laascnted P.M., on the tap of it, is Tattersall's, 
the sancitun 9anctorum of q^ortmg men ; a haunt as familiar to the 
juvenescent Yorkshire tyke as to the best swell in London, a name 
aa suggestiva of good faith, honour, prompt payments, splendid 
horse-flesh, and noble compaay, as it is of awindHng, robbery, 
■' nojt ««/'«/^ derniniting, leTanting, screws, and Uackguards* There is a sportiog air 
about the xeholn. jilace, from the red-jacketed touts, who hang round the entrance, to the 
eh[Gwd lock of the auctioneer hunself. Come down the yard, filling already, lor the news 
tli^t Pulmer'ft iii^A are coming to the hammer has spread abroad ; and hundreds whom 
busioest would nEver have tempted, have strolled here through curiosity. Here they sore, 
1 gentle and Bimple, young and old, peers, gentry, tradesoaen, and legs« That tall old aaan, 
with the fine aristocratic face, and neck swathed in the thick white choker, is a clefgyman, 
and as thorough a sportsman as ever stepped ; the dirty little man in the brown coat, is 
a Viscount, and the tall, handsome roman-noaed man in the great oaat with the far 
collar, a butcher. Here comes the leviathan of the ring ; this tall thin man, dreaaed entirelji 
in black, with a blue-speckled handkerchief round his throat-«he was a carpenter oaoe, and 
his word is now good for £50,000. In the stables you will find the acme of neatness and 
cleanliness ; here to the right, is the subscription room, into which we must not go, and here, 
a public-house, for the bodily solace of these little grooms and jockies sprinkled here and there 
among the crowd. 

It is Monday, Jai^|jiary 14, 1856. The Rugeley poisoning cases are, of course, the ruling 
topic of conversation, and great was the interest excited by the presence of Mr. Hatten, 
chief of the Stafford constabulary, who, accompanied by Mr. W. V. Stephens, executor of the 
late John Parsons Cook, had come there to make mquiries relative to the money received of or 
paid to Mr. Cook. Notes, with ceruin indorsements on them, were known to have been in the 
possession of Mr. Cook, and information was requested respecting them. • Ere Mr. Hatton 
takes his departure he causes the rabjoined notices, to be posted in the room, and a crowd, of 
ooursci soon collects to read them. 
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'^ Ajiy gentleman who saw William Palmer in Londvn on Saturday, the 24tb of KoTember^ is 
oamestly requested to communicate with J. H. Hatton, £k[., chief of tiiA oounty caD«tahi;dliury, 
Stafford; or with Hr. W. Y. ^tephem, Ko« 11, Campden-grove, KenaiogtMi, ex«ciilor to the 
deceased." 

** Any gentleman who paid the late Mr« Cook money at Shrewsbury races, or who had, or wit- 
nessed any money transactions with him at that time, is earnestly requested to communicate with 
J. H. Hatton, Esq., chief of the county constabulary, Stafford, or with Mr. W. V. Stephens, &c." 

It was on the Monday following that the brood mares, hones in training, and yearlings 
belonging to William Palmer, of Rngeley were pnt up to auction at "the Corner." 
Many of the leading patrons of the turf, a«d most of the trainers from the north and south of 
England, were, of course, present ; bnt a Urge majority of the misoellaneoos asienblage consisted 
of persons whose motiTO was to satisfy a feding of curiosity, which the drcwnstanees connected 
with the sale had excited. 

In oert»n instaaoes eompetidon was sustained with mnch ^irit, and lugk prices were 
realiaed. In the aggregate, the sale ansovnted to ;£3,906. 

Major Grove, Her Mqesty's coBBussieMr firom the Royal paddocks, bought Tridcstress for 
230 gameas ; hot, strange to say, aUhoagh he appeared to bid anzknisly for Nettle— a decidedly 
saperior animal— be aft last let her go, Mr. F. L. Fopham purchasing her for 430 guineas. 
Nettle, it will be remembered, was first finoarite for the Oaks last year, b«t die fell over the 
chains soon after starting, and her jockey had his thigh fraetnred. The Chicken was " kaoeked 
down" for 800 guineas ; the first bid was 300, and Mr. H. Hill spiritedly adTaneed the price, 
until he reached 780 guineas,, when he stopped. The horse was ultimately aM to Mr. Harlock, 
who, it was understood, bought him for a ** noble lord.'^ For the 3 yr-old filly by Melbourne, 
out of Seaweed, Mr. Sargent gave 500 guineas. Staffordshire Nan was purchased for 300 
guiness. 

With regard to the 2-year old brown colt by Sir Hercules, the auctioneer amouuced that a 

I paper, signed by Palmer, had been handed to him, containing a promise on Palmer's behalf to 

I pay the breeder of the colt 100 guineas on the first occasion of the animals winning. This 

\ promise, however, the auctioneer stated, would, in no way, affect the sale, as the purchaser could 

pay the money or not, as he pleased. 

Subjoined is a marked catalogue, with the names of the purchasers of the different lots 
atSzed : 

B»ubt (foated in 1846), by Ola^tor, 81 guineas (Mr. Blenkiron). 

Trickstressj 8-jTS-old, 230 guineas (Prince Albert). 

Duchess of £ent, 200 guineas (purchaser's name omitted). 

Goldfinde^B dam (foaled in 1843), 71 guineas (Mr. Parker). 

Bay yearling colt by Touchstone — Duchess of Kent, 230 guineas (Mr. Padwick). 

Bay yearling colt by Melbourne — Goldfinder^s dam, 225 guineas (Mr. Blenkiron). 

Brown yearling colt by Faugh-a-Ballagh— Doubt, 61 guineas (Mr. Nicholls). 

Brown yearling filly by Touchstone — ^Maid of Lyme, 250 guineas (Mr. Padwick). 

Brown colt 2-yi*s-old by Sir Hercules— Liu-ley's dam, 105 guineas. 

Bay filly 2-yrs-old (sister to Staffordshire Xaa), 82 gineas (Mr. Hadknd). 

Brown filly 3-yn-<dd by Mdboume— Seaweed, 590 guineas (Mr. Sargent). 

Bip Van. Winkle 3-yrB-old by the Flying Dutchman, 70 guineas (Mr. Saxgeat). 

Staffordshire Nan. 3-yrs-<M, 300 gnimeas (Mr. Bryant). 

Ncttlp, 4-jT8-old, 430 guineas (Mr. F: L. Popliam). 
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The Chicken, 4-yrg-old, 800 guineas (Mr. Harloek). 

Lurlcy, 6-}T8-old, 120 guineas (Mr. Alexander). 

Morning Star (Brother to Pole Star), 71 guineas (Mr. Serston). 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

PALMSB'S house at BraELET. _ 

HE house in which Pahner lived, stands exactly opposite to the 
Talbot Arms HoteL It is a two-flo6red dwelling, with broad, 
modem windows, and fiu;ed with what builders call " rough cast,** 
painted stone-colour. It is a comfortable place for an honest man 
to live in, and has, so says a neighbour, '' some capital roomy rooms 
at the back/* 

It is not such a large house as that of Mr. Bennett, the shoemaker 
next door, nor has it so many outbuildings as those at ** The 
Bell,** on the other side; but it has been painted and done up, and has a] more "genteel" 
look^ as if thesnrgeon wished to make some difference between his residence and the ehopa 
around. It has evidently been bmlt as a superior kind of dwelling, for it]| stands back a few 
yards from the footway ; a bit of turf, not bigger than a billiard-table, and a few evergreens, 
being enclosed by the iron railings in front. 
Between the two front windows is the street-door, on which is stiU the brass plate of 
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"Mr. TinJliam Palmer, Surgeon/' but now grown rusty and dull, since Eliza Tharm has given 
over attending to it. Close against the party-wall of ''The Bell'* is the entrance to the 
surgery, with the knob of the night-bell sticking out from the door-post. After the sale, all the 
shntters were dosed, and as people passed by they used to look up at the windows, and point the 
Tooms oat to each other. " I've had many a glass of champagne in that room," says one. 
"Thafs where ihe devil nsed to sleep," says another ; and all, cursing him, pass on. 

The large window to the left of the door was that of the drawing-room. Here were " the 
l^ladsome chimney glasses," and the fine-toned semi-grand pianoforte, on which poor Mrs. 
'^iOlliam Palmer used to accompany herself when singing, — ''for she ^as a sweet singpr," as 




the pec^le say. The room was well furnished. There was, to quote the words of the catalogue, 
the "rosewood couch, with spring seat, squab, and pillow, in blue damask, and the. six elegwit 
rosewood chairs e» suite, and the very handsome mahogany bookcase, with plate-glass and 
sliding shelves," that Mrs. William used to sit and look at the long evening through, when 
her husband left her so much alone, and*was away at the race meetings. . 

The window to the right, on the'first floor, belongs to the room in which the fimiable and 
unfortunate lady expired. There she lay, extended on the " handsome Gorman bedstead, with 
panned foot-board, carved cornice and fringe, and figured damask hangings," with the half 
conviction upon her that her husband had taken away her life, and fearing for the ^Ae of the 
poor boy of seven she^was parting from for ever. Did Palmer ever sleep in that bed again ? 
IHd he'^see no other figures m. the damask nangings beades those worked oy the loom ? It is 
known that he never would^sleep alone from the time his wife died, and, perhaps, the^prickings 
of his consdence forced him to make^that partial confession of his guilt. 

Palmer had a good cellar. He Vas a man who won hearts ; and what begins a friendship so 
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flOOiia»«boltle of good old port? '* He never dnvdr kimself, bat be liked to lee bis M«nd5 
,eigoy t UeiiMnl iet.** In ilie £ning-ioom at tiw ted:, wbeie, sgaiast the wamseottiiig, fioag 
the peftraito of ''Xarlor, the joekey," wlio bi^e Mg leg whOe riding ''Nettie" ibr flieaidffi, 
and ** GeUfisder, the wfamer o^ the I>ei1»y," Pdmer, seated <»i the phuh relret seat o€ one 
of the ^ ElasEahethni carved oak chairs,'' woold press the jevial groop to try just one laore 
bottle. Here it was that he thonght " tl»t jnst one gtes of weak brandy-aBd-water wouldn't 
hurt Mrs. Thomton." Here, also, be sat and knghed with Btedos, passing round tiie bottle 
of " Pletdier's old port,'' and joldng about heel taps ! 

At the bade of the boose stretches out the garden, which eofven some half -Acre of land. It 
was weU kept up — " in very good fettle," as a labourer called it. The low hedge that divided 
the courtyard from the garden was clipped with care, and the small garden in front of the 
stable, with a little bit of imitation rock-work, " to spruce it up," was thoroughly well 
attended to. Palmer appears to have been a man who did not much care for flowers. He was 
more fond of leeks and spring onions, of which there are at least six beds. Cleanliness he 
liked, and so he kept his house wdl painted, and his garden in order. A little patch, some 
twenty feet long and eight feet wide, was all tlie apaee he devoted to his flower-garden. The 
beds, cut out of the turf, are arranged in curious shapes, such as stars and lozenges, but 
beyond a few roots of pinks and drooping waUflowen, he did not attend to its floriculture. 

There is a stable and coach-honse, with a peaitree against the bricks, and a horse-shoe nailed 
to the door. In the courtyard before them Palmer's love of horses caused lum to have every 
improvement introduced that was usefol and good. Hie large tank was of slate, and the rain 
water flowed into it, for he was too much in the society of grooms not to know that soft water 
was necessary to the animals' health. In one corner next a ^gsty a manure tank was 
sunkj into which the fifmbi of the stable and piggery drained, and there w»s a pomp to raise np 
the liquid as it was required for the cultivation of the garden. Hie hoow is larger than 
would be imagined from its frontage. The dining-room mns 6r bade, and has a little Int of 
grass and a few beds of flowers arranged before its window. 

The whole of the bmlding was locked up. Not a window, but Hbe catch was turned over the 
sash to prevent the cnrioos from raising it ; not a door but the bolts were drawn and the lock 
fastened. The plaoe seems to have beeu lately pidated and done up. The whitewash was ex- 
cessively dean, the little palings had been freshly pitched, and the woodwork repaired. 

There were all the evidences of the house having been lately occupied. The brickwork 
partition outside the kitdben door, where the ooak were kept, was still half full, and Uie old 
scuttle, in which they were canned into the house, was quietly rusting itsdf away into powder. 
On the top of the coal-heap was tiie wooden top of an oyster4)azrel witli the card nuled to it, 
and the pri&Aed portion of '* Lynn's oyster and flsh warchooM,^ and the addition m ink of "7 
paid," were siill fresh and new. Old rope mats tamed out of doors as wartUess, and a broom- 
top with the hair worn ofl; were lying rotting in the yard. 

FoUowiog tlie walk down thekiichm garden, wfaoie the dothes' poles and the cord along 
them form a kind <tf imitatian tdegrsph, a bed of rimbard was oooie to, just pushing witii its 
new stalks and pale gieenleaves l^ircMighliie bladE mould. The bed was corored witti nftwue, 
as if Palmer had prided himself on Ins rhubaih. Here was also to be found the trst bed of 
leeks. A goosebeiTy and ra^berry plantation of sosse forty trees appeared kept and praed. 
The fruit-trees trained agazni* 1^ wall had not a bough k)ose. 

On June 2nd, in the present year, a peripsctetie photognpher took up his qoarters la the 
rear of Fahnsr's house, who forthwith issued Hie following announcement :— 



MUKDEK AJTD FOl&E&T. \(^ 



FOE A FORTNIGHT. 
FHOTOGILAPHIC FOHTRAITS. 

(Co AIL>ILIBH» 

BeepecfcliUly inforaut the Ladiaiy Gentry, aai Inhaliituits of Bugeley that he can prodiice 
A VEBT SUFEBIOB PHOTOaBAPHIO FOBTBATT, 

In Gilt and other Frames, 

And solieits their patronage at the rear of the 
Premises lately oceapiecl Iky 1^. Palmer. 

Specimens may he seen at Mr. James* s^ Bookseller, 
CommeDciBg at 10 o'Clock Monmigci, nntil € m the Eyenings. 
RUGELST, June 2)id, 1«5». 



The number of fashionably-dressed persons who journey over to Bngeley from the surround- 
ing districts to obtain a sight of Pahner's house, is positively astounding. The photogn^her, 
no doubt, calculates upon a large proportion of these being seduced into returning home with 

j such an interesting souvenir as their own portraits, actually taken off in Palmer's back 

I garden. 

It is not unlikely that Pahner's house will be pulled down. Old Masters, the landlord of 
the Talbot Arms, saw Lord Lichfield a day or two before Palmer's execution : 

I " Well, Masters," observed he, " What am I to do with that house ?" 

i " I think, my Lord," replied Masters, " that you will have to pull it down." 

j ** And I think so too," replied his lordship. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

TEBDICTS OP WILFUL MITSDEB IN THE CASES OF ANN AND WALTEB PALMEB — PALMEB AS 
A WITNESS AT WESTMINSTER — ^KE CHABOES HIS WIFE WITH POEOEBT. 

UBIN6 the tima Palmer waa attempdnf suidde, bf Toion- 
tarily ataniii^ himasU; m, StafEdrd Gaol, the bei&Mof his 
wift» Am PaloMT, asd af hta bfotfaar^ Walter Palmar, were 
beiog ezhnaad. and, after s«vanl adjoonud inqmats, ver- 
difita of "WllftU Mnrder'' were retained ia both cases. 

^ WithiMpect to Mia^ Palincr, them ia ne naaner of doubt 
but thaisht waa poiaoncd by eonttaaal doaes of anttmony. 
NopeiiMwaa found ia the body of the bcotlKr ; the lead 
eoOlivandtkolei^di of tune that, had eUpeed tinoe his* 

I deatk, warn eeffioieDt to aeeoaafeior the efaporaHoa of all 
taeeeol yraene add» eegforfng that thU deedlf poboa 
bid been used to destroy Walter Palmer's life. 




I 

I 
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The body of Joliii Parions Cook was also agaia exhomecly in order tbat m nore minute 
examination mif ht be made of the condition of the' spinal ' cord. The examination whs pro- 
ceeded with by Dr. Harland, Dr. Monckton, and Mr. Dawford, in the presence of two medical 
gentlemen, named by Mr. George Pulmer, Viz., Professor Bolton 'and Mr. Pemberton, of 
Birmingham. Both the body and coffin exhibited lymptomi of decomposition. The sptaal 
cord (which was alone the subject of inVettigation) was in a state of preservation, which allowod 
a full and proper examination of its whole length. The spine was proved to be entirely free 
from disease. , .... . . ... 

On January 21 of the present year, Palmer appeared at Westminster as a witness on a trial, 
in which Padwick^was the plaintiff, and Palmer's mother the defendant. The action was to 
reoover the amount of a bill of exchange for ;f 2,000, .which bill apparently bore the mother's 
acceptance. She was called to deny the handwriting, and other members of the family 
deposed to the same effect. Clerks in banks, and solicitors, were agreed that the bill was a 
forgery. Palmer, it seems, had put this bill into circulation, and he was at lengtii called as a 
witness. The scene was dramatic in the extreme— the court was crowded to suffocation, and 
most of those, present were nervous with excitement, in their.eagemess- to obtain a "^iew of this 
individual. The door of the judge's private room was thro«m open, and Palmer appeared in court 
in the custody of an officer. He entered the witness box in a perfectly cool and collected manner, 
surveyed leisurely the crowded audience, to some of .whom, he nodded in a familiar way, and 
appeared to fix his attention on some person located near the learned .counsel, who cpndacted 
the plaintiff's case.' He wu then sworn, and in a low, yet firm and distinct voice, answered 
the following questions put to him^ betraying not the least hesitation or trepidation, and not at 
all moved by the'gaze ' of the numerous audience j collected together to obtain a glimpse of so 
notorious an individual. , , , » . . 

Mr. Edwin James, handing the bill of exchange to the witness, asked: — Is the signatare 
" William Palmer," as the drawer of that bill, in your handwriting ?— Palmer : Yes. And 
you applied to Padwick to advance you money on it? — I did. Who wrote Sarah. Palmer's 
acceptance on it ?-^Anne Palmer. ~ Who is she ? —She is now dead. Do yon mean your wife f 
—Yes. Did you see her write it ? — ^Yes. 

The witness was then removed in custody of the officer. 

At this startling denouement, the counsel for the plaintiff saw no other course open to him 
th n to retire from the case. A verdict was, therefore^ returned for the defendant, and Palmer 
was hurried back to jail. < . • . . , 

Shall we believe the statement which Palmer made with such cool deliberation— a statement, 
which every one present listened to with almost a shudder, while the man who made it was 
perfectly unmoved ? No tender reminiscence connected with his dead wife could seal his lips if 
she were guilty ; as no sense of justice — sietting love altogether aside for her memory, ooald 
check him from calumniating her, in the face of the world— if she were innocent. The secret 
lies between themselves, and the lips of both are now sealed. Scoundrel as William Palmer was, he 
may, on some false pretence, have succeeded in persuading his wife to write the name of Sarsh 
Palmer,' in a feminine hand, acrosssA blank piece of paper; or, he may have returned home some 
day, from one of his rsdng expeditions, aiid told her that he was a ruined man— that he had 
staked his all on 'tl)is last chance,' and that fortune had not favoured him— 4hat writs and 
lawyers' letters w^re pourizig in upon him like hail ; aiid, that to save their home, and what was 
dearer to her still, his good name,'but one cotif'se was opien ; and, when he explained to her 
what that course was, we can imagine how she clasped her hands tojfether in a fit of horror; but 
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itffl, how In hfnr love for him, truBtiitg too as she did in him, as only woman trusts in man, and 
bdienng his protestations that the criminal act, he required her to perform, was the only way 




to saVe Urn, she was at Itngth peiyudtd to write the requisite name with all the feminine skill 
she could command. 
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When, however, bU increasing difficulties made it neoessarj for him to inrae mora of these, so 
called, " secnritiee/' it wag equally necessarj that the lignatares shonld all be the same hand 
writing. Did it so happen that the wife of William Palmer, in her deep affection for him she 
had sworn, at the altar, to love and obey, was onee tempted to commit the crime of forgery, we 
can well concei? e that in the hands of such a desperate and determined sconndrel as he has 
proved himself to be, it would have been impossible for her to recede. Henceforth she was in 
his power ; and as the old proverb says, '* Needs most when the Devil diivet.'' 




CHAPTER XXV. 

ymMAM PAiaOEE is tmxd vob vcmNOL 

H£; exdteMBt in ttturmm to «hs Vi««ler poinniBgii, for 
sDch WM tiM deslgnaCieB givm to the crkaas wkh which 
Palmer was tkmrgfiA^ iwss to wmk a pi4di in tim immediate 
nrfghlbowhood of StaiiBvi, timt it was emuUmi, the aooosed 
winMnetsseetwilk a frir trial if tried at the aMlMs. An 
appKeation w«s ^ l e fam ««!• to tks Govt af Qaesa's Bench, 
'to anew tiMtrial to toba ptoee ia Laado^ ar at any rate in 
, another eoMtjr to tkat ia wUeh tks eriasa was eommitted. 
Thii i^pt^iealloa vaa ftaatad, bat to admit af Hw trial taldng 
place at tiw Ceatnd CrimlBal Ooart, it was neeessarf to pass a 
special Act of Parliament. Seigeant Shea tiras alhided to the drcamstanoe at the opening 
of his speech in Palmer's defence :— 

** The very eircumstanees under which we, meet in this place are of a charaeter to aauitahi 
me mmgled feelings of encouragement and alann. Those whose doty it is to watch over iite 
safety of the Qaeen's subjects, felt so much apprehension leat the course of justice should be 
disturbed by the popular prejudice which had been excited against the prisoner— they wera so 
much alarmed that an unjnst verdict might, in the midst of that prejudice, be paased agaiast 
him, that an extraordinary measure of precautien was taken, not only by her Majeaty's 
Government, but also by the Legislatnro. An Act of Parliameat, wUch originated in that 
branch of tlie Legislature to which\he noUe and learned Lord wte presides here belongs, and 
was sanctioned by him, was passed to prevent the posribiUty of an iajastioe being done through 
an adherenoe to the erdhiary forms ef law in the case of "V^Uam Mawr. The Crown, also, 
under the advice of its responsible Ministers, resolved that this proeeeation should not be left 
in private hands, but that its own law officer, my learned friend, Oe Attomey-General, should 
take upon himself the responsibility of conducting it. And my learned friead, when that duty wtf 
entrusted to him, did, what I muitaay, will for ever redound to Ids honoar— 4m lesolved that, in 
a case in whidi so nmch pr^ja^ioe had beea esoited, all the evidence which it was intended to press 
against ,the prisoner shoald, as aoan as te received it, be oomnunieatod to the prisoner's 
counsel. I must therefora tell my vnhippgr elieiit, that everything which the eonstituted autho- 
rities of the land— everything which te Legatetare and the law officers of the Crown could do 
to secure a fair and impartial triid has been deae, and that if unhappily, an injustioe should on 
either side be committed, the whole respoailbility will Nit «paa fay Lords «id ttpon tiie jary.'^ 
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On WednotdAf, M^ 1^ tbii loBg-dAfened tri4 At kngtli t^ok pUot . We need not speak 
of it hen,* fartker than to sagrr that after twelve daje' protracted proceedinga* the jarj, qq a 
brief eooaiautiaa, eaaae into eenrt with a Terdjct of *' Wilfal Murder." 

A letter haa appeared in the '* Timee'' nevapaper, written by one of the jurymen, in correction 
efn report that was prevalent, to the effect that the jary remained ont of coert for a certain 
period of time, with a view to give a greater appearance of decorum to their proceedings. The 
jurynan in question writes :— 

** On reaching the room there waa a dead silence for about twenty minutes. A diicussion of 
the facts that had been laid before ns was then commenced, and it laated for about ten minates, 
after which each man took pen and paper, «id wrote his decision aod name, it having been 
agreed that no one ehonld pronounce his opinion lest aoy other should receive a bias. The 
papers were then laid on the table ; the foreman opened them and read them aloud, when 
'' Gailty " was found to be the unanimous verdict An earnest conversation then ensued, 
hafing no relation to William Palmer. This is a precise account of the proceedings of the jury. 
** it is very material to the dignity of justice, and the jury's credit, that it should be known 
that no portion of our time waa spent in sham ; that no hollow pretence to appear decorous, on 
such a solemn oceaaion, was resorted to. Our sitnation was too dresdfnl, and too solemn to 
aihnit of hnmbng. 
" It is qnite untrue that w» were absent a lon^i; time for the mere sake of appearances/' 
After sentence had been prononneed, and Palmer had been removed back to his cell, he com- 
pluned to the Uader-Sheriff that he had not received a fair trial. Tbo Under-Sheriff observed 
fliat he bad no rfoson to oompletD» and reminded him that all the Judges agreed in the finding 
ef the jury. Pelmer's reply was, *' W^i, Sir, but that don't sstisfy me." Paring the charge 
of Lord Campbell, he repeatedly oommontcated verbally and by written mesiages, with Mr. 
John Smith, his solicitor, and the counsel condoeting bis ^ase. After the learned Judge had 
eenclnded, he addressed a note to Mr. Smith, in which he stated that Ijord Campbell's lum- 
mingup waa very unfair towasda him, and that, comequently, the jnry muat be prejudiced 
egaiast htm. He added, however, the expression of his belief that they would find a verdict of 
not guilty. When informed by the Uader-Sheriff, after the sentence was passed, that he must 
■piepeie immediately to return to his former quarters in Stafford Gaol, he asked by what rail- 
way he was to be conveyed ; and ma being told that the London and North- Western was the 
•sial and most direct route, he begged that he might be taken by the Great Western Railway, 
m he was so weU known on the North- Western that he wonld be recognised all along the line. 
fie Under-Sheriff infbrmed him that hie request eonid not be oompUed with, and be acquiesced 
wiAent any Airther obeervation. Aa it waa snspccted that the prisoner might nttsmpt to 
commit snidde, and tfane defeat the ends of jnedee, a new suit of clothes was prepared for hfoiy 
which he was directed to put on immediately affesr his ntnna to Us apartment at Newgate. 
Ko person was allowed to see falm, or to oommunicate with him, after the sentanpe was pg9«^» 
except the Under-Sheriff and the authorities of the prison. 

Buriog the trial, the prisoner expreesed a belief that one at least of the jurymen, whose 
^persomiet" appeared to attract his aMenttei^ was not the nan to retwrn a verdict of guilty, 
and on more than one occasion, in his communications with his counsel and his solicitor, he 
aSladed to this gentlemfttt. 
Before quitting the bendi. the learned Jndgea aigned the wamnts lor tim removsl of the 
• See the niusthited and Ihiribridged Sditton crfiie «TimM" Bepo^ 
Wssn * Loes-xFidipe 9iM Shining. 
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prisoner to Stafford Gaol ; and at twonty miimtes to eight o'olook on the eTeoiag of hie can- 
demnation, two cabe droTe np to Newgate, one of them entering the gaol gates, and the otlter 
remaining ontside the goTomor's entranee. In a few ninates alter, Paliner was bronghi o«t oC 
the governor's rdoor, placed in a cab, which, after the entrance of Mr. Weatherhead (the 
goTemnr) and two officers, drove off as rapidly as possible. A. great crowd had ooUeoted xawtfi 
the gaol gates, and when, a few seconds afterwards, the second cab was brought ont empty, 
they saw that they had been deceiTed, and immediately ran after the first cab, and hooted th# 
prisoner in the most excited manner. The cab arrived at the Boston station in time for the 
eight o'clock train. At the station there was much excitement, Palmer hafing.been recogniaed 
at the instant he arrived on the platform. He was thrust into the middle compartment of # 
first-ehuis carriage, and the blipds were at once drawn aeross the windows. He was dressed. )i| 
convict's costume, his feet were Ironed, the irons also. being attached to one of the keepfOf, 
and his hands handcuffed. A cloak covered the whole. 

Palmer arrived at Stafford late at night. Woollaston, the superintendent of the Staffisod 
police, who was waiting to receive him, took one of his «rms, and Weatherhead, the governor 
of Kewgate, the other. Palmer looked rather fiigged; but it was difficult to distinguish 
faces, the night was so dark. Palmer was almost the only one who spoke; he stepped in 
a puddle; " Dear me," said he, "it's very wet; have you had any rain down here ?" Says 
Woollaston, " Yes, we have." After a lapse of nearly five minutes he said, '' I've had a 
wearying trial of it : twelve long days :" and when he stumbled he said, " Bother these chains; 
I wish they were off; I can't walk properly." 

On Saturday, May 31, he was visited in his cell by his two brothers, George Palmer, the 
solicitor, and the Rev. Thomas Palmer. The latter begged earnestly that the prisoner would 
confess, if guilty. ** I fell on my knees before him," writes the brother in a letter to Lord 
Campbell ; " I implored him, by our past love and kindred, by our early recollections and hopdt 
by our eommon faith, by all the duties which he owed to man and Grod, to disburthen his con- 
science if he were gttUty, and not to enter before the presence of his Creator with a ftlsehood 
upon his lips. I adjured him to say, if he were guilty, or not guilty. Oh, my Lord ! he did 
not wince; he did not change his noble composure: he spoke and looked all . inaooeiice. 
' Calmly, earnestly, and solemnly he answered, and the seriousness of his words went into our 
hearts with the fullest persuasion of his perfeet guiltlessness of blood." On aanbieqnent 
' occasion the Rev. T. Palmer again visited the convict, and more reeently his sister, Sarah 
' Palmer, came to see him. The interview between the prisoner and his sfater was most affecting. 
She exhibited great distress, but he retained his usual oomposure of manner. He had some 
conversation with his sister respecting his little boy, expressing his anxiety respecting his 
welbre and prosperity in life. The poor little thing was ignorant of the doom awaitmg his 
father, or, indeed, of his confinement in gaol, he being led to believe that he was ill at Birken- 
head. He says ho is sure there must be something dreadful the nsatter with him, or that -he 
would be certain to come home. 
Poor little l^HUie Palmer is a nice boy, about seven years of age; he lifts his hat in an old 
- fhatnoned way when he is spoken to. He seems to be a general fiivorite with all who know 
hhn. 

His fiither^s miserable porition was, of course, studiously concealed firom him ; and he did 
not become acquainted with it, until within a few days of Palmer's execution. It seems that 
a little boy (attending on his &ther, who was thatching a bam ibr old Mrs. Palmer) was 
playing with him. Willie made some referenee to " P^m.'^ 
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-^^FRpa^" said his little playmate; '^yottr Papa is in Stafford j^." 

^ 19k»uu» Wriglxty the pfailanthropic fotrndiyman, came over from Manchester^ to 
^ William Palmer in Stafford Jail, and, immediately alter the old gentleman had gone, a 
^timovr was spread abeon trPaha rmLscol tdawo hd htaedr.eaef hessatone of the gaolers 
IjpeikiBg abont Ms oonfesolon said : — 

''Well, sir, I havn't much to wager, but 1*11 bet every stick^ and stump I possess that 
fihaer does not confess after alL Why, he ate half-a-pound of steak last might for his tea, 
aoA complained of the milk not being good. I shall never forget the look he gave me when we 
^k away his brush and tortoiseshell pocket-comb. We thought, you know, he might hurt 
kiiiiself inth the comb. He went into such a passion. ' Send for the hairdresser,' he said, 'send 
fcr ttie' hairdresser; 111 have every Int of my hair cut off." And he did too. He looks so 
dBBferent, yon can't ima^e— so sharp. Yes, Mr. Wright may be a very good man, but I can- 
not imagine Pabner saying so much as he says he did. You mark my words, sir — and I've seen 
a good deal of him— he'll die hardened, and a coward." * 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

THE EXBCITTIOK. 



V, During the last few days of his existence. Palmer's general demeanour in no way changed. 
He took his meals regularly, and slept weU. He maintained his self-possession ; and the little 
^90)ive(rsation he had with those who visited him, or were in attendance upon him, Evinced that 
}m mind was somewhat subdued, but not depressed. It seems that he attended chapel in the 
jgaol twice on the Sunday preceding his execution, and these were the only occasions since his 
.jiondemnation. The seat he occupied was screened fcom observation. The Rev. Mr. Good- 
^acre, the fihaplain of l^e prison, was with Palmer at frequent intervals, and did not cease to 
•j^reas upon Jiim the futility of expecting any remission of his sentence. The prisoner's 
^brothers, George and Thomas, saw him several times during the week. 

On Tuesday a beautiful Bible was received at the gaol, as a present to the prisoner by ]^. 
Sojeant Shee. The Bible was accompanied by a most affecting note from the learned ^eorjeant. 
.The Bible and the note — ^melanchidy souvenirs — ^wiU be kept by the family of the prisoner. 

On Wednesday, June 11, Pabner expressed an anxious desire to see the Bev. Mr. Atkinson, 
ihe vicar of Rugeley, who has< filled that office for many years, and who was, of course, well 
acquidnted with the prisoner and his fiunily. An intimation having been given to the rev. 
gentleman, of the prisoner's wish, he promptly acceded to it, and at once proceeded to Stafford, 
and was admitted to the prisoner's cell. The interview lasted for a considerable time, and the 
converBation was believed to have referencee to some of the prisoner's fiEunily afi^urs. Palmer 
was a good deal affected, and appeared to evince a state of mind much mor in accordance with 
his fearful position than he had shown at any period since his trial and condemnation. Mr. 
Atkinson saw him again on the faUowing> day, and they had anoth^ long and earnest conver- 
saticm. The prisoner was also visited on tiie same day by his brother-in-law, Mr. HeywoodL 

The prisoner's solidtor was extremely energetic in his endeavours to procure a reprieve. 
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nuunly on the plea of no strycbnift hftTing been found in Cook'g body« ^ George Grey, liaw- 
e^er, replied thst he oonld "see noOdng Sb the points pftssed ixpon hia attention to juftify Ms 
interferiag ^th the dne eotirie of the htw/' 

Folmer when told by hit soUeitor that Sir George Grey had refused ta grant a repriere, bif 
face gre# soddenly pale, and it was some minates before it recovered its osoal florid ezpressipB. 
Mr. Wright, the philanthropist, of Manobestery returned to Sti^ord again on Wedaesday, on 
which day he had two iotenriews with Palcner, whom he saw again on the Thsrwlay and Friday. 
The Ret. H. Sneyd also visited hioi. Sadi of these gentlemen endeavoured to hriog the 
wretched man to a sense of the' awfdl position in whieh he was placed. Palmer listened to 
everything the rev. gentleman and Mr. Wright said, with grsi^ attention marked by respect, but 
beyond this there was nothing to iodieate that he was impressed by their exhortations. Palaaer 
having spoken to the rev. Mr. Gbodaere in high terms of Mr. Davis, the Ordinary of Newgate, 
Mr. Goodaere commnnicated the fact to Mr. Davis, and that gentieman wrote to Palmer in a 
spirit of kindly advice. The letter wound «p with a soleun but fruitless adj oration to Palmer 
to confess the justice of his sentence, and so make his peace with God and man. 

Like all other appeals of a similar character, this appeal fell upon a deaf ear and a hardened 
heart There was no perceptible emotion occasioned by its perusal, and probably no feeling at 
all was excited on his mind, fiut to talk of making peace with his Makei, under such circum- 
stances as those in which Palmer found himself the day before the execution, appears to be an 
absurdity ; for his cell was never empty for any length of time— visitor succeeded visitor in 
rapid succession ; and the mind of the wretched criminal must have been too much occupied 
with them and their conversation, to' fix his attention upon the things that appertain to 
another world. The day was fully taken up by the things of this life — the night only 
remained for religion and repentance. And night was devoted to sleep. On Friday 
evening the final interview took place between Palmer and his brothers George and Thomas, 
who were accompanied by their sister. At this period all hope of a reprieve seemed to have 
passed away. Palmer appeared cheerful and serene ; still there was now and then observable 
a slight twitching of the muscles at the corners of his mouth, and that restless play of the &igeMI 
which often seemed to occur involuntarily while he stood at the bar of the Old Bailey. The 
brothers took a sad farewell ; the convict committing to their future care his only child ; and it 
is rumoured that he extorted a promise from them that they would, for the sake of that eh^ 
quit their native country, and change their name. It is said that the Rev. Thomas Pabkwr 
earnestly entreated the prisoner to confess, if he were guilty, hut he firmly and distinctly re- 
plied, " I have nothing to say, and nothing I shall say." 

Contraiy to expectation, no interview with his mother or his child took place^ and it was 
believed that this was so by the prisoners' own desire. 

In the morning Mr. Smith, his soiicitor, was summoned by teiegraph from Londoik to 
Stafford, at Palmer's earnest request, and he arrived there at half-pMC 10 o'clock at night, whea 
he had an interview with the convict, in the preseaee of Major Falford, the governor of the gaoL 

Palmer had declined to retire to rest until Smith came, and frott that circaeBstaaoe and the 
anxiety he had shown to have him sent for, it was supposed that he had some impwrtsat eeni* 
manication to make to him ; but it was not so. On going into the cell, the Governor i»- 
lormed Palmer that if he had anything confidential to say on family affairt to Mr. Smith, he (tbe 
governor) would keep it a secret. The prisoner replied timt he had not, and he hoped tke 
governor would lose no time in pnbliriiing all he had said. He also added, all he had .to oay 
was ^ thank Mr. Smith for his great exertions^the oiieeri of the prison for their kindness to 
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Up-^wid thai €ook did not die lirom wtry^Mm, M«jor Folford ezpreisad a hope tint in hk 
tken awful condition he ww not qmbblieg with tbeqacetion, aad urged Un to eay " Aye" o 
"No/' whether or not be murdered Coolc. He anewered directif, that Lord CamlieU 
"rammed up for poiioning by stryohniae." The governor retorted, it waa of no importance 
Iwv the deed waa done, and atked him to aay yea or no to the queition. \ 

Pfihner aaid lie bad oothiog more to add. He waa quite euy ia hia oonacieace, and happy in 
liis mind. Tbia ia the governor's Torsion of the conversation ; but upon the material point, BCr. 
Smith stated* just after leaving the convict, that what Palmer aaid to him was, *' I am innocent 
of poisoning Cook by Strychnine ; and all I ask is, that yoo will have his body exanuoed, and 
that jou will see to my mother and boy." 

Mr. Smith promised to fulfil hia laat beheat, and parted inth the prisoner, who presented him 
mth a book, in which he wrote in a ftAr hand, ** The gift of Wm. Palmer, June 13, 1856." 
Hie book is headed " The Sinner's Friend," and a prelude, to whieh the prisoner referred, ran 
tbaa:— 

** Oh ! where for refuge shall I flee. 
If Jesus had not died for me ? " 

lamedintely alter he had parted from the priaoner, Sarith wrote to a fHend as follows s — 

** Hy interview ended in Palmer's making me pledge myself thi(t Cook's body should be ez- 
hamed, and that he was never poisoned by strychnia. Palmer was aa cool as though any or- 
diniry queetion had been diacnased. 

"God help him!" 

The convict retired to rest early in the morning, and slept two hours and a half, when he 
WIS visited again by Mr. Ooodaere, the chaplain. Between five and six he took his breakfast, 
aad made his gallows toilet with an unwavering serenity. TJiere was no sign of repentance 
about Mas— no thought apparently, of oonfesaion, possibly no feeling, not even the slightest, of 
eompmction or ronorae. 

Brsakfaat over, the chaplain made his appearance in the cell, to offer the final consolations of 
lili^en to the condemned, who was stiU quiet and resigned ; and ahortly afterwards came in 
the sheriff and other of&cials. As he was about to leave his cell for the last time, he said, in 
leply to the high sheriff, that he denied the justice of hia sentence, and that he was a murdered 
man. These were about the last words he uttered. 

Palmer walked (in the company of the sheriff) to the press-room, where he met Smith, the 
bangman (from Dudley), and submitted as quietly to the final preparations for his ezecution as 
if be had been under the hands of a valet dressing for a dinner-party. In that sad place some 
of his relations met him. They had told him on the previous night that they would see him no 
more, alive or dead, and, save a few brief worda of parting courtesy, he said nothing to sheriff, 
dnplain, or any one. 

His bearing in the laat supreme moments of his life elicited the amazement of all who wit- 
nessed it. When the fatal hour arrived, the prison bell tolled forth the hoar of bis irrevocable 
doom, and the melancholy procession was formed which conducted him from his cell to his 
doom, he marched along .with a junty air and a tripping gait, and, though the distance he had 
to traverse was considerable, he maintained this bold front to the last, stepped lightly up the 
strirs leading to the gallows, took his place on the drop, and confronted the vast multitude 
bdow, not without emotion, but without anything like bravado. 

Pidmer waa recqvied with a deafening round of curses, shon*^, hootings, oaths and execra- 
tiont from a c»w4 of fifom 20 to 30,000 people. Cries, shrieks, groans, rose from the raging 
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mob. -The populace, infuriated, tore the^air with clamours — " Murderer !'* ** Poisoner !" wen 
loudly shouted and screamed in hideous mockery. The miners and colliers seemed maddtfd^ 
with excitement. ' 

Palmer cast just one loc^ at the vast multitude around him. After a brief prayer with tJle 
chaplain, he turned to the hangman, had the rope put round his neck, and the long d&p draWh 
over his ifoce. He then shook hands with his executioner, said, in a low voice, ** God bfeas 
you;'' and as the last word issued from his lips the bolt was withdrawn, the drop fdU^ saSl^ 
after a slight convulsion of the limbs, he hung lifelessly from the gallows. So well had eveUff- 
thing been managed by the hangman, so nicely had the Mai cord been a^usted, and so clear 
was the fell of the drop, that death was all but instantaneous. 

Palmer, contrary to all usage, was hung in the prison dress, but that was not intended td^m 
indignity; it simply arose from the circumstance that the clothes in which he was tried wi^ 
left in London, and no others had been since supplied. 

His body hung the accustomed time, and then being cut down, was carried inside the prison, 
where Mr. Bridges, of Liverpool, immediately took a cast of the head, which lie says is, 
phrenologtcally, decidedly bad. 

The body was afterwards, according to the letter of the sentence, buried within t^e predncts 
of the jnison, and so passed from the sight of men for ever, the mortal remains of Wflliam 
Palmer, the poisoner of Rugeley. 

^ Early on the morning of Friday the intense anxiety with regard to it was manifested by the 
numbers pouring into Stafford from all directions. The trains were crowded, and every snccesmve 
arrival at the railway station augmented the number of visitors. During the day the town 
assumed more the appearance of some anticipated festivity, than of the fearAil judicial spectacle 
which was so shortly to take place. The streets, despite the torrents of nun which fdl during 
nearly the whole of Friday, were unusually crowded- The public-houses were full, and in many 
of them the jocund song and merry dance were kept up with untiring energy, by numbers who had 
travelled far to glut their eyes with the death struggles of a fellow-creature. One place of 
resort was the house where the hangman had located himself, every one h&jog more or l^ss 
anxious to obtain a sight of the man who was to be Palmer's executioner. 

In the more immediate vicinity of the gaol raised platforms were erected on every available 
spot from whieh a sight of the gallows could be obtained. Twenty- three of these erections 
crowded the gaol and connty-roads, the former of which runs parallel with the gaol ; and the 
charge for admission to some of the front seats was as high as a guinea for each person ; half a 
guinea was the ordinary rate, but back standing places were attainable for iMfs money. In the 
county road the roof of one bouse was covered with boards, to afford a standing place from 
which the execution could be witnessed. In other instances the luxurious produce of well-kept 
gardens was bartered away and trodden under foot, for the purpose of gratifying the morkd 
curiosity of the people. As early as ten o'clock on Friday night, scores of persons had taken 
up their positions on some of these erections, expressing a determination to remain there imtil 
the drop fell ; but the drenching rain soon compelled them to forego their detennination, and 
saek shelter in some adjoining hostelry. During the night, the streets were tolerably free from 
pedestrians, excepting those who arrived by the midnight mail trains, north and south; 
but as soon as the gtey dawn dispersed the shadows of night, the whole town appeared to burst 
into renewed life and activity ; the public-houses were gradually emptied of their oecupants* and 
contmuous stream of vehicles, from the foar-in-hand to the overladen ponj-cart, ponred into 
he town; these were also augmented by droves of pedestrians; and long before fire o'clock 
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efery arenue leading to the gaol was choked up. The arrirals, howef er, did not cease until 
eight o'clock, when it was estimated that, upwards of 20,000 strangers had assembled in the 
town. The colliers from the neighbonring pits formed conspicnous objects in the midst of the 
crowd, where they were banded together in gronps, and seemed determined to force their way 
near to the scaffold. The great preparations made by the magistrates and the police, to preserve 
jDrder and prevent accident from pressure, were^ fully needed- As not one half of the congre- 
gated thousands could get a view of the scaffold, those who had not a sight of it struggled with 
all their might to improve their positions. The erection of the scaffold, hung with black cloth, 
was taken as a proof that the execution was not to be dererred ; and this certainty gave increased 
eagerness to get near the spot, and, if possible, to hear the dying speech which it was supposed 
Palmer would deliver. 

As the hooT of eight drew near, the excitement of the mob increased, but still there was no 
dMirbonce, and the police were not called upon to interfere. Long before that time all per- 
sons who intended to see the execution had assembled, and those of the crowd, who were in 
the most distant places, had made up their minds that^t was impossible to better themselves, 
jmd were contented to know what was going on by the shouts of those in more favourable 
poeitioDS. 

Amongst this immense crowd about 80,000 tracts, suitable to the occanon, and a number of 
bibles, were distributed by Mr. Baddiffe, a gentleman from Liverpool, and others; and in 
several of the dissenting places of worship continuous services were held during the xught, on 
behalf of the unhappy culprit ; whilst numberless preachers exercised their calling amongst 
the crowd during the early part of the morning. 

The general impression amongst the authorities was, that Palmer was advised not to con* 
£bs^ in order that his memory might have the benefit of the doubt, for the sake of his son. 

The scaffold "mm a huge affiiir, soxnewhat resembling an agricultural machine, and hung with 
black doth. Contrary to the usual custom in small country town^, it was not built upon the 
top of the prison, but was brought out in front, so as to encroach upon the road, and thus 
circumscribe the points occupied by the spectators. It was brought out from the jail about 
ioi)r o'clock in the monung. 

PAIilCEB'S SZSGUTIOinEB. 

Smith, the man who was selected to execute the sentence of the law upon P^dmer, is by trade a 
Ofuler ; he is a great, coarse, brutal feUow, standing about five feet ten inches; he has left his 
original trade since he became hangman. He executed Moore for the murder of the Ash 
Flats, four years ago, and now pursues the precarious trade of a higgler. 

The earliest thing that is known of him, is, that he ran a race agtdnst time almost naked in 
a market town, and was taken up immediately on accomplishUig the disgusting feat, and sent 
tojaiL 

He has been the Staffordshire hangman for sixteen years. 

The rope with which Palmer was hung was made by a ropemaker <rf th^ name of Coates, 
who is also a porter at the Stafford station. All the men employed at the station had a hand 
in making it ; and Coates, having an eye to the main chance, made thirty yards, cut the surplus 
length up into small pieces of about two or three inches, and hawked them about Staffinrd. 
In one instance, half-arcrown was obtained for about two inches. 

A PEOPHECY PtrLWLUED. 

Mr. Maxwell, a big, loud-speaking man, a commercial traveller for J. and F. Pawson's, Saint 
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Paul'fl-Churchyard, was in the habit of calling at Lloyd's Grand JunctionHotel^ -Stafford, and 
, consequently knew Palmer, whom, however, he had no great respect far« 

One night, in the antomn of 1854* Palmer and a friend drop into the '^ Jundaon,'' and 
Palmer leee a letter in the card-rack by the side of the looking-glass, addressed to MarwelL 
He takes a pencil, and writes nnder it, " Hnng at Stafford JaiL" Presently Palmer and his 
friend go out to call upon Mr. P^ter at the other side of the railway bridge ; and, while they 
are gone, in comes MaxwelL 

"Any letters?" 

*' Yea, sir; one in the commercial room." In goes Maxwell, takes the letter, discovers the 
insult, and swears and blusters like a trooper. • 

" Why, Mr. Maxwell," says the landlord, '* what on earth is the matter with you ? " 

" Matter enough," replies Maxwell, sia31 in a great rage; " I'll never come into this bouse 
again. Who wrote that on my letter?" And he threw it (m the table. Just then, back 
•came Palmer and his friend. 

"Well, its only a jokci, you know," sjdd Palmer's friend. "To tell the truth. Palmer 
did it." 

" Ah !" said Maxwell, with a sneer ; " I thought so. Hung at Stafford JwL Why, he 
knows I have told him that would be hig &te, many a time." 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

TaXIOEB'S ChABACTEB AVD PBOXniiSinES— PSBSOSrAIi AFFBlBAlTOB^-BxfiXHBLAJrCE TO 

MAinmrci — ^Thb Poisoksb's Haitd—Extbemb Nbitnbsb— HoBPiXAixFr ahd awxsBOsm 
— GhrazBAii Chabaotbb — ^Fbax of SussFiirch Alchgl 

HE appearance Palmer pretented during kis trial at die Central 
Criminal Coort, was that of a middle-aged foountry genUeman. 
He appeared to be of the middle heigiit, and though act Teiy 
ttout, looked pvflfy. Hit neck was rather thick, hot his ap- 
pearance on the whole was pleasant, and his expresion rather 
good-natured Chan blood-thirsty. He seened to be partly bald, 
and had flaxen hair, throngli which the fair akin showed. He had 
imalfish sandy whiskers, fat cheeks, and his countenance was ien- 
tibrely devoid of that forbidding expression whtdi we are taaght to 
look for m murderers. 

BanmBLAKCB to UAwnmm, 
Inspector Field ^Mg^ Pakaer by no means molike Manaiog. His fair hair was rathor 
«Mre hidiaod to redaess, and his ebm was loager. 

TH« POISGNEK's hand. 

People in the neighboarhood of Rageley Ulk a good deal of Primer's hand. In the co 
room of the Talbot Arms we heard three commercial gentlemen chatting together about this teni%le 
hand, that was so white and soft. Palmer, it seems, used to hold the wrist of the patient, 
and feel the poise in sack a manner that his delicate hand aught be aeen to the beat advaniage. 
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There is lonethiiiflr tzttvoMlj iMrrftle Id the nloi^ tlu* the katad wbich dropi the poitoii iato 
the cap, and thea tenders it to the Tietin^ sboild he tovnd, white, and dimpted~-raeh an one 
as yon could not snspeet of doing any injnrf. 

Palmer, aeeordhig to an Inthsate friend, had fery '« ptetty" handi, and he was very fond of, 
nd careful, of thsm. He woidd mh them to keep them white, and, when talking, woald sit 
ttill picking or trimming his nails, and looking at his ftngers. The hand was small, aod almost 
womanly. It was vovad, plnasp, and dimpled, and he had a great objection to toachiaf anj- 
fUag which ceald in any way soil or stain them. He did not wear rings, or shoir much of 
\iB thirt-cQiF; hot he was eonstanfly washing his hands, and whenefer he did, oecojMed mnch 
time in thoroughly drying them. 

SZXBXHE vrnkTMoauL 

Palmer's love cf order was something nnnsnal— -he was extremely neat in his dress^he had 
agreat honor aS anythinig af^roaching nntidiBess or slovenlineas. ** He was the deenest man 
about a konse I ever knew,'' remarked one (^ his firiewb. 

HoeRprrAxiTT jun» obkbbosiiy. 

P^dmer was a hospitable maa^ He would give very good dinners, with champagni^ and 
tbe best in tha boose. He only had three or four con^anioBs; bat he was thooght to be a 
komane man* The eLergyman never caUed to see him upon a case of charity, bat he'd give 
him a guinea. 

" There was a man named William Hawton," observed an M sawyer at Bi^ley, ** who was 
derk to Joseph Pahner, when he carried on the fidtar's business. Hawton was taken very 
iU, and couldn't come to the yard for a long time." 

"Well, sir, William Palmer was the man who sent him joints- of meat, and things that he 
might want, lots of them, and money. 

"Why, sir, Hawton told me iumaelf, that Palmer had lent him, or rather given him, now and 
again, a matter of more than ten pounds. He called it lending; but, bless yon, it was only his 
kind way of doing it." 

Anoiiier acquaintance gives him this sort of character :— 

"Bdmer was a very generous man; it is a mistake to ai^ that he was at all abstemious — he 
was not ; he would drink his share, but he never showed it in any way. If he was not a 
drunkard, he was the cause of drunkenness in others; I have seen the betting-men come 
reeling out of his house one after the other ; he was very fend of company. 

The &Uowiiig particulars respecting Palmer's general character, were famished to us by a 
gentleman in Bugeley, evidently a person of more than ordinary ebservaticm :-^ 

"I don't think Pakuer was the clever man the world takes him to be. He was rather a 
comiing and cold man. He was a man that never drank, bat I don*t think he was what I 
call a deep manu He could sit still and bite his nails, and listen to the conversation of others, 
and surmiae plans of his own, but they were not of that deep character which you ooiild 
aopposeof anuazinhispoBiticm. Palmer was never drunk in his life. He was a perfectly sober 
nuuQ, kind and generous to all around ; and his kindnBas disarmed his most near and dear 
fiiends as to suspicion. He was afifeetionate to his fiuaily, to his mother in particular ; and a 
very many poor men (lahourers) wiH long have reason to regret the present {Hrcamstances. 

ISie landlord of the "Junction" at Stafford, says of Psthaer :— 

"I always took him £or a very different sort of person to what he has turned out. He was 
noat pleasant and aflable. I never knew him to kse his temper. X never he%rd an oath or a 
bad word leave his lips. 
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" He never drank much. He used to dress very quietly ; not at all like a sporting man. 
He always appeared very oool and collected, even during the race-time, whether he came home 
a loser or a winner. He was a man who appeared very quiet and thinking. 

A bettixig man, of some standing, reending in the he%hbourhood, told us that Palmer was a 
good-principled man as far as he knew him : '* Of course, sir, he couldn't pay when he hadn't 
got the money ; hut he was a devil to speculate ; and, bless you, knew as much about TnaTrfTtg 
a book as you yourself, sir. They talk about his being very clever ; I don't believe he was 
clever. Why, Fve heard people say that they wondered how he ever managed to win at alL** 

The *' boots" at the ** Junction," the man who &nbied he had been pdsoned by Palmer, says 
of him : — 

*' I've known Palmer ever since I remember. I come from about three miles off hinu I'm 
from Oolwich, and he Bugeley., I always took him for a very decent sort of fellow. 

" Yes, there's no mistake about him. The least thing in the world as I ever did for him 
he's tip me a shilling. He never give less. If I was to just go, for instance, only as fiir * as 
the station, he never gives less. Suppose he was to say, ' Here, Tom, order me a car, whilst I 
walk on to the house,' why, there was a shilling for only doing that. 

" He didn't often stop long at our house when he came. Perhaps he'd come here of a night 
and take a car to go home to Bugeley in, and then he'd say to the postboy, ' Here, go and 
get a glass of gin,' or whatever it was. 

'* Sometimes he was merry, and sometimes he wasn't, just as he was took. Perhaps he'd 
come in and ask for a glass of liquor, whatever it might be. But I never see him a joking the 
maids, or anything of that sort." 
^^^^e Bugeley sexton said : — 

'' ^^m sure he is the last person in the town, as I should have suspected of such a thing as 
this. He was a reli^ous man, and many's the time when I've had a sup of ale too much, he's 
chastised me for it. He'd say, "Do keep yourself respectable, and don't go to them public- 
houses. If you wants a drink of ale come here." 

Palmer appears to have credit universally given him for his agreeable manners. He was 
always popular with the poor, and was liked by the public generally. Since he became a betting 
man he was never secretive of sporting news of value, and he seemed always glad to put 
money in the way of poor men eager for the excitement, sans the risk, of betting. These 
qualities obtained for him considerable influence in his own town, and in the sporting circles of 
the midland and northern counties. He was, moreover, what has been called a liberal man. 
Ask the servants at the various hotels he frequented within thirty miles of his native toim, 
and they will invariably speak of him as "a nice pleasant sort of gentleman." But he was 
never respected. Latterly, his companions were of rather a low class, and he only differed from 
them in his temperate habits and equable tact of manner. 

If Palmer wanted a certificate from a surgeon, when in search of one of his many insurances, 
he would always go himself to get it ; he would never sit down while it was being drawn oat, 
but would stand over the surgeon and suggest minute alterations that individually were of no 
importance, but which at last materially altered the sense of the whole. 

7BAB AT SLESPnra ALONE. 

Palmer never oould» or would, sleep by lumself alone after his wife's death. Whenever bfi 

went to the races he used to get Jerry Smith, or somebody, to go along with him. At winter 

and summer he usually went to bed at eight o'clock ; he used to make them go up with lum 

' to the bed-room, an d allow them to have champagne, or anythii^ they liked- to drink, if t^ 

only stopped in the room with him.' 
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NOTX.*-The expression the "Yard" is used to denote Mrs. Palmer's, sen., place of residence. 

" Jbbb " is an abbreviation for Jeremiali Smith. 

« Bun " refers to Mr. Thirlby. 

" Euza" is Eliza Tharm, Palmer's maidrservant. 

'* Wilms'* IS Palmer's little boy. 

The word "Nxbi," and the crosses prefixed to certain entries are private marks of 
PaJ^r's^ no explanation of which has yet been suggested. 
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JANUART, 1855. 

1. Monday:— £ s. d. 

Went to Hednesford, wiUi Jere aod Traa JBarwaker. Hoiher, 8ai. Walter, Jere, 
and Tom Earwaker dined. 
4- Paid Crabb on account ^. 5 

Cook and Brown, and Wm. Saonders called. 
+ Paid Hyatt and JDalton 100 

2. Tuesday: — 

Smith and Tom Earwaker dined. Ann Heywood came. 

4- Sent Josh. Saxon .••«......••.... 32 

+ Sent Mr. James Perkin 12 10 

George, Ben, Walter, Jere, and Tom Earwaker to oysten. Will at Boa's, dinner 
and tea. Eliza and Jane went to a dance at the Talbot. 
Wednesday :— 

EBl] 

Kebi 



Keei Keceived a cheque from J. Weatherbv for " Goldfinder," paid it into bank .... 300 
Paid Weatherly " Escape's" and " Morning Star's" entrances in the liver- 



pool Chase 10 

Tom Earwaker, Willie, Annie Heywood, and I dined at the timber yard. 

Eliza in bed. 
4. Thursday:— 

Wm. Saunders, James Eaton, Jere, and Tom Earwaker, here to dinner, and three 
bottles of wine. 

Eliza in bed. 
6. Friday: — 
4- Paid Timmis balance of oats 5 

Tom and I at yard to tea. 

6. Saturday: — 

Tom, Jere, and I went to Hednesford*8 to see some jumping. 
Dined at the Keys. 
Herbert Wright here. 

•4-J- Paid Walter for Mother (being all due up to day) 6 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael , 12 

Charles 2 6 

7. Sunday:— 

At home — sore throat. Tom and I at tea at the yard. 

8. Monday: — 

Tom Eartraker left here for London by the 8 o'clock train. 

+ Paid Greensmith's bill 4 6 

Sanders, Jere, and Charles Heywood here to dinner 

4-+ Paid William Saunders for training 50 

+ Paid Kaybe for tray and cord r 17 

9. Tuesday: — 

4- Paid Lord Lichfield's rent, he allowing £3 Ss. 9d. for Income tax, 

andHaU'sAcct 22 10 

JPaid HaU's Acct 1 11 
Paid Matkham's bill 1 14 
Paid Mellard's biQ 3 16 7 

Eliza in bed yesterday and to-day— Exchanged dressing gown witii Potts. 

10. Wednesday:— 

+ Paidtasbill 14 2 

, Paidforcoals J 10 10 

Eliza down stairs. 

W. Ward called, 0iTe him • 10 6 

Wm. Saunders and Charles Marlow called for two hours. 

11. Thursday:— 

4- Paid T. Southern's bill 2 19 

+ Paid poor's rate ...* 1 1 9| 

Ann Heywood gone to George's for a few days. 

4- Paid Fortescue for turnips ,, • 13 4 

4+ Paid Fortescue for Saunders 3 10 

Saunders and Jere Smith here to dinner — one bottle of wine. 
4- Paid Jones for enyelopes ..•«••.•«•.•••••••••••••««•• 6 6 

12. Friday:— 

iPaid Bennett's bill (after allowing 12a. for the Engine House) .•.•.«....•••••• 4 4 
Paid Simpson for Licome Tax 2 18 4 

18. Saturday: — 

Saunders here to dinner. 

PaidHenry..., , ,,,, ,, ,.,..,,,•,. 14 
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£ s. d. 

FaidMicluiel 10 

Charles 3 

Walter here in bed ill. 14th, signed a bill for £400 for Saunders, entirely as a 
matter of accommodation. 

14. Sunday: — 

At home with Walter. Willie at Yard to dinner and t|a. 

15. Moia>AT. 

Went to London with Walter and Jere Smith by the 8 o'clock train. Ex- 
p^oses, &c. Slept at 7, Beaufort Buildings. 

Paid Pratt for Three bills 850 

Went to the Lyceum. 

16. Tuesday :— 

Went with Walter to see Dr. Hastings. 

fietumed home wi& Walter and Jerry Smith at half-pest seren. 

17. Wednesday: — 

Went to see Tom at the yard. Sent him some medicine. Jere and Walter here 
to dinner. Saunders nere in the afternoon. 

•4- Paid Tunnicliffe's bill 8 10 

•(-(-Settled with Mrs. Bobinson in full, and receired a balance of 128. lOd. from 
her through Jere. 

18. Thursday :— 

4-Paid Mr. Brown for hay 6 7 6 

At home. 

Walter went to Stafford, and stayed all day, till half-past four. Brother ill. 

19. Fbiday :— 

-j- Paid Whitworth for pork, steaks, and bran 10 9 

-|- Paid Hatteisley for two gallons of gin • •• 12 

; -IH~^®^^^^ ^™ GloYer by Henry , • 15 

Mother ill at home. ^ 

, 20. Saturday: — 

I Mother ill. 

t Paid HatfiiBld*s bill 6 18 
PaidCox*sbiU .T. 2 6 

Paid Henry 14 

Michael 12 

Slept at the yard, ' 

21. Sunday:— 

At home — slept at yard. 

22. Monday :— 

I Mother ill in bed. 

Ben dined here. 
Willie all day at Eliza's, 
i 23. Tuesday : — 
! Went to Stafford with Jere, and returned at 12 before 5. 

+ Paid Ashmall's bill 6 13 

Willie all day at Ben's. 

f Paid J. Welis's biU 10 18 

++4-Myatt delivered gig harness — ^paid for 21st Feb. 
Walter gone to Stoke to buy dinner-seryice, &c., &c. 
Expenses ••....•••••. 15 

24. Wednesday: — 

Went to Hednesford with Jere, and returned home for dinner. 
Jere and Walter dined. 
Mother still in bed. 
Ke&t. Mr. Milcrest died. 

25. Thursday: — 
Mother down stairs. 

Saunders, Smith, and Walter dined. 

26. Fbiday:— 

Fetchedcoals • 9 9 

+ Paidtithe OU » 

Walter and Smit^ dined. 

Mo&er down stairs. 
4- Paid Slater's bill 3 6 

27. Saturday: — 

Walter gone with T. Walkenden to Stafford. 

+ PaidWalter » 10 

Willie at Ben's to dinner. 

Paid Henry 14 

Michael 12 

Charles , ,,,,,, ,,„, ••,, ,,•!#..• 2 

Mother down stain. 
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28. Sunday:— 

At church (s^rjiwwtt.. 
"Willie poorly. 

29. Monday: — 
At home. 



£ 8. d.; 



Lent Jere mare and gigto go to ^idftesford. 
+ Paid C. F. Wylde for Will's pinafore's and coat 8 

30. Tuesday:-— ' l ■• 

i 1 iT ook Willie to Mrs. Salt's school. " 

4- Paid Walter ,...,,,....,...,,,...,.,..,.., 1 

Dined at Ben's— he and Jere came and had 2 bbtt. after dinner. 

31. Wednesday:-— 

Very poorly in the house with cold. 

+ PaidCrabb ....; "60 0- 

Saunders, Jere, and Ben here to dinner and 4 bottles of wine. 

Saunders got hurt going home. .• ' ^ ■ . - . ,■ 

V februaey. 

I, 

1. Thursday : — " . . . • 

In the house with a cold ... - ' * 

-J-W-Charles Marltliam called. 

Sam Cope called; • - • . * 

+ PaidWoolcotttoFeb. 1.... ; 4 3 7 

4- Paid Mrs. Barrett fo» Cope 1 

-H-4-Received from Ben 1 30 0- 

4- Paid Mrs. Cook for making Will's sMi-ts and material 10 8J 

2. Friday :— 

In the house with a cold. 
Charles Markham called. 

++PaidTomPabner...... i....... 10 

Eliza returned home, liaving gone home the day before. ' » 

Jere slept with me last night and to-night. 

3. Saturday^— 

Sent Henry to Stafford to see Willie. i 

Mr. Pratt came from London here to get receipts endorsed on Sun and Norwich * 

Insurances. 

+ Walter here by 5 train and returned at half-past 7. Paid him ..'.... %»~-iZ^ 1 I ^- 

Sarah up twice about mother's illness. 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael 12 

4. Sunday: — 

At home with a bad cold. 

5. Monday : — 

-f+Wm. Saunders sent Geo. Calloway's colt home. 

At home with a cold. ^ 

Jere here to dinner. 
8th 4-Paid Crabb bjT Jere .600 

Sarah called twice about her mother's medicine. 

6. Tuesday :— " ". 

In the house with a cold. ..... 

+ Fetchedcoals 10 SJ- 

Jere and Ben gone to Hednesford to shoot for the gun. 
16 dozn. wine come in from Pratt. 

7. Wednesday: — 

+ Paid Wallbank for hams, &c k. .",...• 3 13 5|- 

In the house with a cold. ... • . 

Jere and Ben packed the wine, gave them a bott. sherry for trouble. 

8. Thursday : — 

In the house with a cold. " 

Jere Smith here to dioner. 

-f- Sent Fordham a checnie for ', 27 4>- 

For riding Larley at Shrewsbury, and Whampton, and expenses . . . ." 19 18 ^ 

My own,' the remainder Saunders. 

+4-P«id Fordham for Saunders , i... ...... 7 11 ^6- 

9. Friday:— 

In the hbiise'with a cold. 

• + Paid S. Timmis for wool ;..*......'.' 12 6 

Jere, Walter, and Tom' Walkeden here for diiiier.* 

4- PaidWaltcr Palmer 10 

+ Paid Jere for work donfe (all beixig due) ..••*..,.,..■.','•......'.. , ...... 6 
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10. Satobday:— £ b. d. 

In the house with a cold. 

•f-hLeat Wm. Saunders , 50 

Advised Buxton's bill for 260 0* 

Beceived as balauoe of mother's 850/. bill 100 

+ PaidMiss Manners for Willie's Wihooling ...•. 2 9 

gaery 10 

— Sf^; 14 

Michael ..; , ;•...... .'....... 12 

U. Sunday: — 

In the house mth a cold. 
Jere here to dinner. 

12. Monday : — 

Oat of doors again. 

-f* Paid Whitworth for cheese 5 10 

George Bate and Jere Smith here to dinner off wild ducks. 
Jere left at | b. 6 p.m. 

13. Tuesday :— 

4- Paid Salisbury for straw 17 14 

-j- Paid Wright's bill for shoeing ,.,. 9 14 2 

+ Paid Woodhouse for a pair of boots for myself and Jere Smith 1 12 

Tom Palmer over. 

Called at the tunber-yurd for the first time afte;r being ilL 
V-Sal gone visiting to Whampton. 

^aid Walter (by Jere) 4 o 

Gave Mr. Atkinson for alterations at school 1$ 

j 15. Thursday :— 

+• Paid Saml. Cope for oats , 12 

+' Paid George Palmer half a year's interest 15 0' 

i-+-4-Lord Iuge8--he married to-day. 

Jere Smith au^ Saml. Cope here to dinner. 

16. Friday:— 

, + Paid Jno. Allen's bill *.,.,.. 1 15 

j -f Fetchedcoals , 7 7 

I Dined with Jere Smith at the Xard. ... 

17. Saturday :— 

Went to Stafford with Jere to see Willie — dined with Walter. . 

I I J P aid Mrs. TunnicUffe on ace. for interest due April, 1855 .,...., 10 

raid Emery. , 10 

+ Paid Jno. Wright's bill 13 0- 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael 12 

Chadboume on acct 1 

18. Sunday: — 

At church — Mr. Atkinson preached. 
Dined at the Yard with Jere. 

19. Monday: — 

-H-Paid Walter for mother 10 

Lent Walter the mare to go to Anuitagc. 

Walter and Jere Smith here to dinner. 
+ Sent Dyke a bill at 2 months for , 70 

20. TlTBBDAY :— 

Mr, Painter, .Geo. Bate, and Jere. Smith dined here ; had 4 bottles of wine. 

+ Piaid Mr HuUersley for .wine bottles to bottle gin and brandy .., 1 8 

Mrs. Bradshaw called, gave her «•...........,.«...« 2 6 

Jane called, and had tea and supper. 

21. Wbdnesday: — 

-f--fSettled Myatt's accounts; paid him the balance. ...» «•> 15 

23. Thubsday;— . 

Walter called, and had some soup. 

Michael took 2 hams to his own uouse to cure for me. 

23. Friday :— 

Mother not well ; called 3 times. 
-H-Settkd with Strawbridgo ; paidhim... «,..«..t,,.««« 14 13 

24. Saturday: — 

Sent Henry to Stafford for Willie. 

-H-Walter here; paidhim. « •«*tf.»i««ff«««*»ii«i*M«««M» 3 a 

Sal returned home from W'hampton. 
Paid £mery. 

—I— Henry ••.. 14 

Michael , 12 

Chadbpwne ••»...«»»*«««....«•• •.....•«,..•..««••«...,,,•. ^«^«. 15 

Commenceil thawing. 
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At home with WiUie. 

21 Monday :— 

Sent Henry with Doabt to Bugby by the 8 o'clock train. 

Jbtpenses • .«•••••»•..•«••«•••••• 10 

S«& J. 'Warrington a bill at 12 Months for 210 <h 

Willie and I dined at the Yard. Took If mie to Schodl by the 3 O'dloCk tralh: 

4-4-Paid Thomas Palmer ^.. 20 

27. Tuesday: — 

44-^^^'^^^^^^^®^ '••- 2 tr 

4- Paid Whitworth for Hams, &c , 2 6 

Jere Smith here to dinner. Hung the hams up. 

28. Wednesday:— 

Sent Charles to Brereton with some potatoes for Jane. Dined alone. ~ 
+ Paid Jere for M*Intosh. 

lEAECE- 

1. Thtjbsday:^ 

Lent Henry the mare and cart to feteh ooak. i 

-I- Paid Charles for hay 9 5 6 

+ Paid Sam Cope for Beans • 2 6 

2, Friday:— 

Went with Ben to Hedneaford, and retaraad At 6 o'clock. 
I^peror of Bussia died. 

H. Wright here to swear me to an affidavit before Mr. Atkinson. 
Planted my first peas. 
8. Satubday: — 

Paid Carter for Insurance Ticket ....•.•.. 1 '0 

Went to Bugby to meet Pratt. Betumed to Stcflbrd to see Mr. Meeson and 
Walter. 

-H-Paid Walter (by Gloror)..... , 4 

Josh. Haywood retd. to Uayweed fi»m Buxton. 

Paid Emery balance of account »•..... 8 18 

Chadboume 2 

Henry , .• U 

Michael •... ,• 12 # 

Charles 8 

4. Sunday:— 

At church— Mr. Atkinson preached. 
I^ed at yard. 

5. Monday:— 

3d. Henry fetched home " The Nuggett." 

4th. Jane called and had supper. 

Cook dined here. 

Drove to Colwich to meet the 13m. p. 2 train for Liverpool. 

Slept at the Stork. ... 

5th. Called to see Joseph at Liverpool. 

Dined at Joseph's. 

Slept at the Stork. 

7. Wednesday: — 

-1-4-Paid Escape's Stake in the Liverpool chase for Saunders ,••••• ••••»•..•»•»• .K..«« 20 12 6 

4-4-Saunders lost on Escape •. ...• 10 

-{—(-Saunders lost on Keepsake •• •.«•••••.••.. • • 2 

Betumed home with Den by excursion train from Liverpool to Stafibid, and then 
on by mare and gig at i b. 1. 

8. THT:»H)AY)e-* 

+ Paid Walbank for hams, beef, &c I U 2^ 

Cook and Saunders here to breakfast ; lent them the mai-e ana gig to gft to Hed- 

nesford. 
Jane called and had luncheon. 

9. Friday:— 

8th. SentMr. £dwasds...«.« ,.«.,• ,.«..«.....^ .^•. 100 

Had breakfast at the yard. 

Sent Henry to Bugby to see " Doubt." 

LMit Bandoo a desk ••••••••••••••• ••••'••• »»»»*.^«... 1 4> 

10. Saturday :— ' 

+4-4- Paid Walter Palmer (by Glover) .• 7 

PaidChadboume ? „.,• 2 

Thomas LyttH... 1 10 

' **' jienry ••••••••■••••t««.. ..*.«••....••*•>...•«•«. •.'••r. ^«. .'••..>.•••••• v 14 " 

'Michael „,^ 0. 12 
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n. Sunday :— 

itlMBtt. 

J2. KmnuLT :— 

Bmed at tiie yvrd. Saunders slept liere, being on his waj for Doncaster. 

13. Tukbdat:— r , -* 

Meat to Lichfield station for Doncaster, and hack to Bughy at night, anl slevt 
there. 
4-4-4- Paid Escape's Stake , 15 10 

444- ^^^^^'^^^^ ^^ ^^^'^^£®> ^*'^^<^^^ ^^ ^<^^<^<^^^ •• 6 

Paid Morning Star's and Losley's , 8 10 

14. WSDNESDAY :— 

Betumed home by 10 train. 

Went to Hednesford with Saunders and stayed all day. Walter called, but I 
did not see him. 

15. Thtjbsdat:— 

Saunders called. Went to Colwich fai.Btafr«d and back at 6 o'clock to see 

Walter. 
Eliza cured two hams. 

16. Feidat:— 

Mr. Halford came here at ten, and slept here. 
++Paid Walter (by Glorer) 6 4 

1/. SATUnDAT: — 

Went witii Mr. Halferd to Hednesford to try &nithnion. 
PaidChadboume..„,.........v....,*.......v.*...v»». »...*.. *%»..%••.•••. 1 10 

T.Lyttlw .....*.......»•, 100 

Henry OU 

Michael .,^ ...» • 13 

Charles., .,.,. ,, <l 4 « 

18. Sunday :-.- 
At home. 
Dined at the yard. 

19. MownDAY:— 

Went to Hednesford to go miih. Saunders- to Brown Bills, for Warwick. 
Betumed ta Birmingham in the- eyening,^ and on to York by mail train. 

20. Tubbday:— 

Went on to Bedals and Bichmond^ to Mr. Qill's to see <^The Chicken/' Be- 
tumed to Derby by ttkd mail traui. 

21. Wednesday: — 

Betumed home by 20m. to 10 train to Lichfield, then on here with Marlow's trap. 
Saunders and Marlow dined here. 
Fast day. 

22. Thxtssday: — 

Went to Stafford by I p. 11 train, and dined with Mr Painter. 
Wm. Saunders slept here on his way to Warwick. 

23. Fbiday :— 
Dined at the Yard. 

24th. Paid Brown for hay « •.•..........*•.••••. 6 19- 

24th. Paid Masters for hay 3 7 6 

24. Satubday: — -n 

Due to day to Tom Palmer' •• 20 

-H-Faid Walter Palmer ....««««. 5 

l^dChadboume »». »»»»»*.».»... *....»*•.•*..« 1 10 O 

— — > Henjy«««tf«.. .<«..•«.««««•. ..««««^,«<««^. <«•«#««•«.« 14 

Michael <..«.« • 8 

25. SmrDAY : — • • 

At home with a cold. 

Eliza gone home to tea. 

26. Monday:— 

Left for London by the 8 train to see Pratt, and returned to Northampton 
at i p. 6. 
it the 



^ k at the Angel. 

27. Tuesday:— 
At Northampton. — Betumed home "by the | past 7 train. 

28. Wednesday: — 

At home. ... 

Walked to Brereton with George Bate. 

29. Thubsday: — 

Paid Walter Palmer . •.«,.«•. ^««.«..r...«^:«.««« •••••• • 10 

Walter, Geo.- Bate, and Jere -dined here. . . v 

Paid school land rent 6 



t 



The Alderman called to see the colts. 

Went to Celwioh for •Stafiord, to see Mr. Painter. 
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£ 8. i- 
30. Friday:— 

Nebi. Fetchedcoals 16 2| 

Went with Saunders to Lichfield ; dined at the George hotel. 
81. Saturday:-- 

Went with Saunders to Stoke, then to Stafford. 
+ Paid Lloyd's biU 118 2 

Chadboume 2 6 

T. Lyttler-...- 10 

Henryv............. U 

. Michael 12 

Charles 3 

Settled with Gardner up to this day. 

afeh. 

1. Sunday:— 

At church — son preached. Dined at the yard. 

2. Monday.:—. ... 

Went to Stafford to see Walter. 

Paid Walter Pabner 6 

J.?eirkin ..., ,.........,,.., , 12 IQ « 

Eeyte,. for writing-desk ,^.,,,.,..., ^ ,.,., ,... .700 

Saunders dine^ here. 

PaidJ.Cooper 37 18 4 

■ I ' ll Sold paunders a book-chesty or writing-desk , . .j. 10 

Paid Mrs. Welkden for washing 18 

8. Tuesday: — 

Went to Hednesford to give C. Marlow the orders for Chicken and Nettle. 

Jere dined here. 

Sent H. Padwick 100 

Paid Shakeshaft for hay •«• • ., , ,, 9 9 6 

4. Wednesday : — 

Went to Hednesford. 

Paid Wm. Saunders (vide April 2nd 10/.) ,,, 50 

6. Thursday: — 

Willie came honte. 

Walter, Jere, and Saunders dined. 

Willie at Geo's to tea. 

Paid Walter Palmer 3 

Went with Saunders to LichHeld to meet Nettle and tiie Chicken. . 
6. Good Friday : — 

At church with Willie. 

Willie at Geo's to tea. 

2nd sent brpwj; colt apd ch.. ^ly.fh)ja Xr. .Pmter*%.to. Ww. Saunders to be 
trained.. 

7. Saturday: — 

Went to Stafford to see Walter. Pwiter «ad Wright^ of B'h^m. 

4-4-Paid Landor and Gardner. •..,.,•••••, ••••.••••«.•• t «•«.« ^ <« i .•«••*..» • 

-H-Deposit on Jpge's Land , *^f*.t»f»f..f«tf»>»<«f .»......<• 60 

Paid wage^ for the Md ic««««.^.«.^ ..^^.,.•. 6 6 

-r — Heniy , ,.••.. •. «tt*««««i<«<.««<««t..*. 14 

Michael 10 

8. Easter Sunday :-^ 
At church. 

9. Monday: — 

Went with Jere to Hednesford, to see Nettle and Chicken ; stayed aU day. 

Paid Walter Palmer . 20 

10. Tuesday :— 

Went by 8 train to Woodford, 

11. Wednesday:— 

Eetumed from Woodford by Stafford at 6. 10 ; then by fly. 

Expenses with boys, &c '. , 10 

12. Thursday: — 
Walter dined here. 

Paid Walter Palmer ,.,,•• ....,, , 2 

Paid Fire Insurance ; •....,...,.•, *•••*•« 8 9 

18* Friday :— . 

Went with Saunders to Lichfield, to settle his account to April Ist, 1866, and find 
a balance due to me of •..,•• •..••«••,.»••» 166 1^ 10 
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14. Sattbbat :— £ 8. d. 

Went to Binningham hy 8 train and back, at 6. 

Paid Field wages ^« 4 4 

Hemy. r.. U 41 

Michael ^ . . 12 

— ^Charles •....., .,,', 6 

15 Sttnday : — • . / 
At Church — ^Mr. A'b son preached. 

16 Monday: — 

16th Paid Saunders 60 

Went -with Saunders to Litchfield for York. 

Slept at the White Swan. 

Paid Walter Pabner (by Jere.) 20 

17 Tuesday :— 
At York. 
Slept at the White Swan. 

8 Wednesday: — 

Returned home at half-past 5. 

Paid Walter Pahner 116 

19 Xhtjbsday : 

Went to Stafford to.see.Day about Walter. 

Wm. Saunders here after dimier. 

19th bill, 3 months. 
SK) Fbiday :— - 

Went to London with Jere, and returned home at half-past 9. 

Paid for mother's bonnets, shawl's, and parasol. 
21 Saturday:— 

Paid Dyke's bill (falls due) 70 

Went to Birmingham and oack at half-past 5. 

Paid wages at Field 3 15 4 

Henry • 14 

Michael ' 12 

Charles ; 8 

WalterPalmer , 5 

23. Monday.— 

Paid Wm. Saunders ..•••••• ••• 100 

Went to Hednesford with Jere. ... 

Sent Henry with Goldfinder down to Teddington. 

24. Tuesday:— 
Went to Stafford with Eeyte to order some things for Walter's house. 

Paid Walter Palmer 5 

Wm. Saunders and Ben heqe. . .... 

Mr. Salt called to examine. Jere for the Albion office. 

25. Wednesday:— 

Paid Whitworth for hams and bacon * • • 2 6 

a County Court summons for Walter Palmer amounting to. ••.••. • 311 9 

Jere Smith dined here. 

26. Thubsday:- 

Paid Sam Cope for oats 5 

Henry fetched the Duchess of Kent and foal from Mr. Painter's. 
Wm. Saunders, Ben, Jere, and Cook here to 3 bott. wine. 

Advised J. Warrington's bill for 210 

Went with Jere Smith to Hednesford. 

Paid Tom Palmer to March 25, 1855 20 

8entMyatt 25 

Sold Mr. Saunders grey horse for 20 

28. Satueday:— 
Paid J. Warrington's blUdue. 
WalterPahnec , •.... 5 

I Went to Stafford. . . 

I -H-Paid Mr. Saunders : 10 

I Sold Mr. Saunders bag of potatoes. 

I Paid Field wages. 1 12 

Henry 14 

Michael 12 

I Charles 6 

29. Sunday:— 

Took H. Wright and Jere to Hednesford. 
I 30. Monday:— 

Henrytook the gig to Welhden's of Lichfield. 

Paid Wm. Saunders (by Jere) 5 

Started with Saunders and Cook by the ^ p. 11 tiain to Chester 
I Slept at the White Lion, 
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JULY. 

1, Tvisdat:— . £ b. d. ; 
AtOhester. 

Wm. Bannden loft ftt Chester »^ #.» »••«■♦ »«»>■»•< »-»«.«.»^^---->.»«>»« »» »«»»^-«.» «■#>• « »>■» > j 

2. "Wbdnbsdat:— ! 
At Chester. 

8. Thubsdat : — 
At Chester. 

4. Fbidat:— 

Betnmed home with Wm. Saunders at 9 o'clock, by fly firom StaAvd. Elisa • 
have for the night. 

5. Saturday: — 

Went to B'ham to see "Wrirfit. 

Went to Stafford to pay Mr. Fainter for mare and foal «.«...«^.«.»* 400 

-H- Paid Walter Palmer 6 Q> 9 

' Field wages. 

——~ Henry ««««««««*««I««.«««««««*««««««««««.««««««^.«««»«««.«^««»»««-*v«»»» 14 

Michael <ri2: r 

Charles • .•. ^ ^.•.. d 6 

6. Sunday: — 

At church — Mr. Atkinson preached-— Dined at the yard. 

7. Monday:— 

Went to Hednesford with Jer»— dined at tiw ynd. 

8. Tuesday: — 

Met Mr. Painter at the 8 train, and drore him to Hednesford— dined there. 
6oldfinder*8 dam foaled. 

9. Wednesday:— 

Went to Shrewsbury with Wm. Saimdei» by the | p. 11 tcain. 
Slept at the Barren. 

16. TtaUBSDAY:— 

Wm. Saundexa lostat Shxewsbuxy, Luiley eup ••.••••• •«•«••«. 1$ 

Slept at the Baven. 

11. Friday: — * 

Returned home by 7 tsain to StafibBd,.than on by maxe and carriage. 

12th Paid Walter 5 18 6 

12. Saturday: — 

Paid Saml. Palmer's bill due. 

Went to Stafford with Wm. Sanaders^ and diMd at Mr. Fatetn'sw 

Went to Hedneafiwd. 

PaidHenry • * «••»* 6i H 

Michael .*.,•.— • « 012 

Cliarles 6 

Bought StaiSordflhire Ifan and har sister from Meesom, and t» gire Wm. 8. £26^ 
£400inaU •••• 87* 

13. Sunday:— 

At home. — !^liza here. 
M. Monday: — 

Went to Hednesford with Jew. 

Dined at the Yard. 

Paid Wm. Saonders • r«^«^ •»•«.«.• •*««••••.• 90 

Potts for Jere's clothes ^ •. ► a 12 6 

Henryfetched Meescm's yearling from Stafford. 

Paid Wm. Salt's deposit on land ..••• 169 

Eliza returned home. 
16. Tuesday: — 

Paid Hitchenson the balance of his account for painting . . •••«•• ••«•«••*«••.«•• 90 6 

— -Pott'sfor a pair of trousers, and Henry's clofliea..... •.»«.«»•• 3> 12 

carriage of whiskey ••••••••••••..• 6 6 

Dined at the yard. 

16. Wednesday: — 

Paid WnL Turner for hay for Wm. Saunders « II 

Dined at Hednesford. 

17. Thubsday: — 

Mr. Painter, Wm. Bate. Wm. Saunders, and Jere, dined here. 

Sent Dorling a cheque for Chicken's stake at Epsom ••••••••••• 6 

18. Friday: — 

Went with Jere Smith to Hednesford 
Henrytook the Duchess to Stafford. 

Sent Weatherby a cheque for Nettle's stake fox the Oaks •« • •««,•»••• . •«. 60 12 6 

Dined at the yrrl. 

Paid Brassington for 6 buckets •.•••••••.•,• ...♦••••♦,*.»•.••.. 140 
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19. Satusdat>-< £ 8. d* 
l^EBi. Plaid Walter Palmer , 5 

Went to Hednesford with Markham's gig^aw Tom YTalthew and Meeson. 

PaidHemy U 0. 

Michael „ fH$ 

-. — pCharles •.,... • •••••••t«fl»»«*t««*»«**««««»*r»* 6 

Eliza came. 

20. Sunday;— 

At home. Eliza here. 
Kesi. Paid Wm. Samiders. .....•«•. ••••••, •.•,*»4 ,,., ••••...• 60 

Started by 8 o'clock train for Epsom. 

Paid Crahbe the hahuxce of PicEurd's k year's interest, due this month.,, • ,«•«••• 4 6 d 
22. TvBgDAT:— 

M Epsom. 

2S, IfEDNESDAY:— 

Wm. Samiders received from Dorling ••..«• ••• 15 

And lost on Dirk Haterick , *•••••»• 10 

„ „St.Hubert ,., 5 

„ „ Nettle • «, • ••••••• 

24. Thttbsdat: — 
At Epsom. 

25. Fmday:— 
At Epsom. 

Retamed to London at 8 o'clock— Slept at Beanfort-htiilfiHgs; 

26. Satxjbday: — 

Ketumed home by the | past 7 train. 

Paid Ghadboume 19 

„ Henry OU 

„ Michael , •.. 12 

„ Charles 7 

27. Whit-Sunday:— 
At home. 

28. Monday:— 
At home. 

Paid Walter Palmer 10 

Sold W. P. the carriage for , 10 

Walter here to dinner. 

Sent Henry to StaflTord to see dear Willie. 

29. Tuesday: — 

Went to Hednesford and back per ^ past 11 train for Manchester, with- Sarah and 

Saunders. 

SL^t at the Star. 

30. Wednesday:— 
At Manchester. 

Paid for Saunders at Manchester— St. Dmistan -« 3 

^» , » » Sargent ? 2 2 

Bonnet 19 

31. THmaSDAY:— 

Betumed home by the Express to Stafford, then on by gig with Saunders. 
++Paid Walter Palmer 3 

JUNE. 

1, Fkiday:- 

Dined at the Yard. 
S. P.'s bill given. 

2. Satukday: — 

Went to Stafford to see Buxton. 

PaidW.P....; ; ; • *.. 10 

Paid Harland and Wogan's fees '. 2 2 

Dined at the Yard. 

Paid Henry • • • • O 14 

Michael 12 6 

Charles , ,,, 5 

Z. Sunday : — .... 

At home. Eliza came. 

4. Monday:— 

Went by the 8 train to London with Saunders andJGeorg© Whitchouse— tfcen on 
to Ascot in the evening — slept at Mrs. Cook's. . "* 

5. Tuesday: — . 

^tAscot. Wm. Saunders lost on the Cliicken ,. .......••.«...•.« TOO 
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£ 8. d. 

6. Wednesday:— 

At Ascot. 

7. Thuesdat: 

At Aseot. 

9th Paid "Walter at ABCot and Londoti ..; .;".... '..... 7 

8. Friday:— 

At Ascot. 

Betunied to London at 7 o'clock-Hslept at Beaufort-buildings. 

9. Saturday':— 

i Paid Buchannan's whiskey, to be advised to-day 29 10 1 

Retmned home by' the Express train to StafforcL then on by fly 

PaidHenri- 7! U 

Michael lU 6^- 

10. StJNDAY:— 

At home. 

Dined at the yard. 

Went to Wednesford ^ith Jere. 

11. Monday :— 

At home with a bad head ache. 
Dined at the yard. 

PaidPhiUips'^ac 6 10 

Paid Vernon for corks ..^ 8 6 

12. Tuesday:— 

Went to Binningham by the 8 o'clock train, then on to^ Newton. 
Slept at the Leigh Aims. 

13. Wednesday ;— 
At Newton. 

Won the gold cup with " Zarley.** 

14. Thursday :— 
At Newton. 

Won the Newton Cup i*ith Zarley, and returned home by J p. 8 train to Stafford, 

then on by gig witn Saunders. 
Willie retd. home from school. 

15. Friday :-f- 
Dined at "the yard. 

Settled Haj-ward's Bond in full, by giving a cheque for the balance due, viz 22 17 

16. Saturday:— 
Dined at the yard. 

PaidHenry U 

Chadboume 10 

Michael 12 

• Charles 

Eliza came to see Willie. 

17. Sunday:— 
At home. 

18. Monday : — 

Received Edwards* rent to March, 1855 8 10 

Received from Glover 5 

Paidtithe : .....; 6 4 10 

Barbara called and stayed all night. 

19. Tuesday:— 

Paid Walter Palmer 2 

Eliza and Barbara went home in the carriage. 
Dined at the yard. 
Willie at Ben's all day. 
Sent Spittle a bill. 

20. Wednesday: — 
Kebi. 

Sent Hepn* for Trickstress and foal, paid 31 10 6 

Went to Hednesford to breakfast. 

Paid Lord Lichfield's rent..'. 22 10 

Wm. Saynders, Ben, and Jere dined. 

Wm. SapAders lost at Whist ; 1 8 

i-l-t-Lentfi.Thirlby " 35 

%l Thursday:— 

Dined at yard. 

PaidCrabbe *•.... 5 

22. Friday:— 

Went to Tendon by the 8 o'clock train. 

Slept at Beaufort ijuildings. 

Heiirj' returned home with Tricksti es? and foal — ?xi cnsos .,. . , 1 12 6 
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«; o £ 8. d. 

23. Satubdat:— 

Betomed from London by the 3 o'clock train. 
i F^dHenry U 

Michael •. 12 

Charles 8 

21 SimDAY :— 

At Church^Mf. Atkinson. Eliza came after dinner. 

25. Mo2n>AT :— 

Wm. Sannders and Jere' dined here, off goose. 

Paid Walter Palmer ., 8 Q 

26. Tuesday:— ■ 

Went by the 11 train from Lichfield for Newcastle. Slept at the Neyille Hotel. 

j ) lE liga confinedof a littler boy 

++++at 9 o'clock at night. 

27. Wednesday :— . 
At Newcastle. 

Left Newcastle at 8 p. 7 and arrived at Derby at J p. 12. Slept at the Midland Hotel. 

28. Thubsday; — 

Betnmed home fiwn Derby by the 10 o'clock train. 
Dined at the yard. 

29. Fbxday :— 

Went to Hednesford with Willie and Ben ; stayed dinner, and went round by Chorley. 

30. Satukday: — 

Willie and I dined at Jere's with Wm. Sannders. 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael 6 12 

Charles v .-. • • 8 

JULY. 

1. Sunday:— 

At Church; sacrament. 
Dined at the yard^ 

2. Monday: — 

Paid Wm. Fortescue for cow, hay, straw, porter, and ale... 26 7 

T.Southem 1 15 

JSent the 2 yearlings to Hednesford, by Henry aad James. Knott. 
Dined at the yard. ..... 

3. Tuesday :— 

Paid Potts in full 4 6 6 

Dewey for a bag of barley 1 

Brewed 4 bushels of malt. 

PaidCrabbe 6 

£liza came down stairs. 

4. Wednesday :— 

2nd Mr. Atkinson left home for his holiday. 
Dined at the yard. 

Tom was tlkBire* .... 

Paid Whateley's fee for Wm. Saunders 1 3.9 

5. Thubsdayi— 

Went with Jere to Worcester, and returned home at night by Stafford, then on 
by fly. 

6. Friday :— 

Drore Jere and Willie to Lichfield. 

The 7th. Paid Walter and Wright for Walter Pahner. 

7. Satubday : — 

Went to Birmingham with Jere — came back by Stafford— received Wright's rent 
(balanced after deducting Walter's account.) 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael - - 12 

Charles 6 6 

Had supper with Cook, and Saunders, and Ben at Jere's. 

8. Sunday :— 

At Church— Mr. Atkinson, jun. did all. 

9. Monday : — 

Went to London and back the same day. 
lO Ttttsstiay • 

Wm. Saunders dmed here. Rode with Wm.- Saunders to Lichfield to soe Morning 

Star off for Mansfield. ,^ ^ ^ 

PaidW. S. topay "TheStar's" expenses : ♦'.. 10 
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11. WEMraigDAY:— £ 8. d. 

I)roye to Stafford for the 10 train for lirerpooL 

Slept at the Stork. 
J-J-pUnry fetched »* Nettle." 
I I J'Home from "Wm. Saunders*. 

At Liverpool. 
.|-|-Wni. Saunders received Morning's stake at Manaficld, amovstuig to «•••*•«.««. • 40> 

13. Friday ;— . 
Betumed home by the 5 express from Liverpool, then on oy gig hflOM with G. 

to Whitehouse. 

14. Saturday':— • 

Sent J. Edwards a oheipie for m.— lor interest ••«.««*.^.«»***.,...*« ^ a 

PaidHeniy h».... •♦.. 14 a 

Michael •.•»*»•••.».«« X9 

16. Sunday:— 

At Church— Pittman read the prayers— Atkinson, jun., preached. 

16. Monday :— 

Went to Birmingham to see "Wright, and returned back by Colwich at 3 o*clock. 
' Henry fetched home Poubt and her foal, expenses, &e., ffo., Sai, »•«•»»»•«, ^•r* 74 

17. Tuesday:- 
Dined at home. 

Geo. Bate dined, ' 

Eli2» went to Stafford. 

18. Wednesday:— 

Jerff'dined here — ^then went to Hednesford. 

Pai& Lander aiid Gardner — 

For Mr. Blue's land ...V '...«..• 450 e 

— Possession • ..••' 3 

— Interest 18 

19. Thursday:— 

Saunders and Jere here to breakfisist— then X wait on with Saunders to Lichfield 
for Nottingham, but only got to Derby and back at night. 

20. Friday :— 

Went to Shrewsbury to see Mr. Edwards ; returned home at 8 o'clodc. 

Paid Jere Smith on account of Yetches.... .,•«•«•«•• 6 

21. Saturday:— 

Weht to Birmingham to see Mr. Wiigfait 

Paid for Mowiog-r-Hay-making. . 

Henry ••.««.^.*.«.. .*r «..,•,..•• 14 

Michael ,...,..•. 12 

Charles (^9 

23. SuKDAY:— 

WiULe went to Tom's at Coton with his Grandmama. 
At home. 
28. Monday: — 

Went to London to see Pratt, and returned home with Jere by the ^ cacpress, 

24. Tuesday: — 

Went to Hednesford with Jere. 

Went to Stafford, to see Dr. Harland, with Walter. 

Paid Walter Palmer »«^« 17 

25. Wednesday :r— 
Athome. 

Senf Jere to Cohneh itafioBU 

26. Thursday:- 

Henry fetched Willie home. 
George Whitehouse dined here. 

27. Friday:— 
At home. 

28. Saturday: — 

Went to Stafford to see Walter. 

PaiA Walter Palmer • « ftM--« 3 2 

—^Haymakers .•..»..•• •,,•,,,,•..,,,....• 13 9 

.f^-^^Henry , • ..» , 14 

Michael ^K 

Potts for Elifi's clothes «.... S 3 6 

29. Sunday:— 

At home— Willie went to church, and to George's to tea. 

30. Monday .— - - I 
Paid Weatherby, for Wm. Saunders, for half Myrtle's stake in the Oaks, and at 

LiverpooJ , .*,...... 1? U 71 

Wm. Saunders lost at Goodwood. 

Went to London by 7 train from Lichfield for Goodwood. 






11. Tuesday:— 
At Goodwood. 
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AUGUST. 



1. "Wkdnbsdat : — 

At Goodwood. 

2. TsxnBBDAT:— 

At Goodwood. 

'VTm. Saunders lost at'Goodwood ."........',,..',.,,.„,, , .» |6 10 

5. Fbidat: — 
At Goodwood. 

Betomed to Beaufort-buildings at ^ b. 9. 

4. Saturday : — 

Betumed home at 10. 

Paid Southwell for yenison ,...»,.•..• 4 4 

Haymakers ,,. 2 % 

Henry 14 

Michael ^•.— . tt 12 a 

0, Sunday: — 

At Church— Mr. Freen read prayerfr^-Sacnoifnt* 

6. Monday : — 

Went to Stafford to pay Willie's schooling W 18 

Paid Walter Pahner (Glover) 2 

++--J"^e*'ied ^^ Duchess of Kent's foal. 

7. Tuesday: — 

Went to London by 6 o'clock train. 

8. Wednesday:— 

Went to Brighton races and returned to London in the evening. 
Betumed to Stafford by the mail train. Slept at the junction. 

9. Thubsday:— , ^ ' . 
Betumed home by the 8 o'clock trais. ' ■ 

10. Friday :— 

Went to see Walter who was taken ill. 

Paid Walter Pafantr .....;..•. «<.^..4... .•...•..«.«.*««•••«•••• 700 

11. Satubday: — 

Went to see Walter twice, and returned hfme at night by %.. 

Paid Henry.... «... ••..,.••».«•.....*•..•«• 14 

Michael ft 12 

+-|- I went to see Walter, and returned home by fly. 

12. Sunday: — 
Mr. Dykecan». 

Jere dined. Mr. Dyke and I went to Wolrerhampton with Southern's fly. 

13. Monday: — 

Saunders lost on Lurley • *•••«.««. 20 

14. Tuesday: — 

Went by Staffiwd tft sse Walter. Cax» henue. by gig firont Wohmbrntftmu 

15. Wb^tesdax 1— 

Went by Stafford to. Wolyfirhampton, aad.retnmad by Staffiird. to. see Waltec,, 
who was very ill. 

16. Thubsday:— 

Paid Fortescue for a barrel of beer ••••••«• 12 

Went to see Waller^ who was yjery. ill, . 

Walter Palmer died, at half-paat two, p.m 

17. Fbiday:— 

Went to Liverpool to tell Agnes, Eliza, and Jbiepit of Walter's, deaith. 

Paid Meeson (m the train going to Liverpool) for oats ....••• 18^ 0* 

18. Satubday: — 
At home. 

PaidHeoiT .••«„...••«••«•».««». 14 

Chadboume for thatching ••.»«••• S 

Charles « ..««•«••••••••*.••.•• }2 

20. MoifDAYj— 

l^%ut to Staffiu-d to ^t Walter's cCTtlflcate firom Mr. Day« 

Jen dined. 

Settled with Glover, and received the balance • « »^t««.a 4 U 6 

21. Tuesday:— 

Drove to Lichfield with Ben for Warwick. Slept at the Woolpa^l:. 

22. Wednesday: — 
At Warwick. 

Betumed home by luggage train at 20 p. 10. 
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23. Thujbsday:— £ s, d. 
At home. 

Jere dined here off pheasant. 

Michael fetched coals from Brown Hills. 

24. Friday:— 

Went to Hednesford with Cook and J^. 

7th. Paid Wm. Saunders 100 

26. Satubday: — 

Saunders, Cook, Ben, Jere, and Geo. Bate here to dinner. 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael 12 

Charles. 

26. Sunday: 
At home. 
Jere dined. 

27. Monday:— 

- -.i-Went to Stafford with 

6^eorge and Tom, to 

fbllow Walter to 

•his grave at Rugelcy. 

Dined at the yaurd. 

28. Tuesday:— 

Went to Lichfield for York — stayed at the White Swan. 

29. Wednesday:— 
At York. 

30. Thursday: — 
At York. 

31. Friday:— 
At York. 

Betumed to Derby, and slept at the Midhmd, 

SEPTEMBEB* 

1. Saturday:— 

Sold the 2 yrs. old br. «. to Mr. Bobinson, and deliyered him to Armstrong, his 
trainer, this day. 

Paid Henry *... 14 

Michael , 8 

2. Sunday :'— 

At church— Mr. Coaney preached. 

3. Monday:— 

Mother, Sarah, George and Eliza started for Buxton at 7 ; lent them the mare 

and carriage. 
Went to Hednesford with Jere. 
Jere dined here. 

4. Tuesday: — 

Went to Lichfield with Saunders for D^by ; returned home in the erening. 

Sold Wm. Saunders my half of Careless for 30 

Paid Lurley's Stake 15 

6. Wednesday: — 
At home. 

Jere dined. • 

Keri. Paid for Jere for Crosbie' 8 returned bill -, , • 12 

27. Paid Southwell for Buck 4 

Paid Jere Smith on Ace. of his law costs in Denman v. Saunders, for Saunders . . 20 
W. Bate, Geo. Bate, and Jere here to dinner. 

7. Friday: — 

Went to Hednesford with Jere. 

Paid Wm. Saunders 25 

'4th— Wmi Saunders lost on Little Nell, at Derby ;. 5 

8. Saturday:— . • 

Went te London and back. 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael ^12 

Charles 5 

9. Sunday- >— 
At home. 

Jere and T. Welkeden dined. 
10 Monday :— 

Went to Lichfield with Wm. Saunders, for Doncastcr. 
Mother returned homo from D. and Buxton. 
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11. TrasDAT:— £ 8. d. 

• ' At Doncaster. 

Vm. Saundera lest on Veteran and Midwimnier •.,. , 4 

12 "Wbdnbsday : — 

At Doncaster. 

William Saunders lost on the Chicken for Portland Plate , 10 

13. Thubsday: — 
At Doncaster, 

14. Fridat : — 
At Doncaster. 

Wm. Saunders lost on the Chicken for Don Stakes; . . /. . .^.. 10 

Eetumed home by way of Lichfield at 20 b. 11. 

15. Satubday: — 
Went to Stafford. 

Dined with my WUUe and Geo. Bate at Castle Terrace. 

PaidHenry •. 14 

Michael 8 

Eliza went home 16th to wake. 
Went to Hednesford — ^Mr. Cook dined. 

17. Monday :— 

Drove Mr. Cook and Cheshire to Lichfield races — ^returned home at | p. 7, and 

supped with Jere. 
Eliza went with Barbara to the wake, and stayed all night« • - 

18. Ttiesday :— 

Drove Mr. Cook to Hednesford, lixen on to Lichfield, and home ra the^ evening. 
Eliza went to the races with Barbara. 

19. Wednesday : — 

Paid Crabb Mrs. Tumiclifle's interest, due in October next 14 8 9 

Paid Jno. Wright's bill 12 

Lent Jno. Wrijg:ht on ace. of bill to Sep. 29 5 

Paid Perldns' interest^ after deducting £2 ISs. for income tax 9 12 

20. Thubsday :— 

Went to Stafford with Wm. Saunders, and returned home at 5 m. p. 8, p.m. 
Trickstress' foal died. 

21. FaroAY:— 

(too. Bate and Jere Smith dined. 

I Nebi. Paid Wm.. Saunders, for Nan' 8 Stake, and expenses ...^.^.k.. 4 10 

i 22. Satubday:— 

Dined at the yard. 

PaidHenry ,.. 14 

I Michael 12 

Charles , 8 

23. Sunday :— 

Went to church with Cook — ^Mr. Atkinson. 

24. Monday :— 

Went to London to see Pratt. .... 

Slept at Beaufort-huildings. 
Saunders sent the bay mare. 

25. Tuesday :— 

Betumed home by the 10 train. 

26. Wednesday: — 
At home. 

27. Lent Myatt to go to London 15 

PaidCrabb , * 5 

27. Thubsday:— 

Paid Jno. Timnuss for oats 10 18 

Wenlock for straw , • 5 18 

Sam Cope dined. 

28. Fbiday :— 
Jere dined. 

Paid Bull for Paving , 14 6 

29. Satubday:— 

Beiceived from James Webb for two years' rent, deducting 71. Os. 4d. for Property 

andLand-Tax , ,.... 38 

PaidHemy ,..., -.... 14 

Michael 12 

-*.— Charles ....... V..., ...... V ..................!."......!•.•.•.••.•.•!•* 030 

30. Sunday :— 

Went to Hednesford. 



Uft THE LIFE W WnJJiLAf FALMEB. 

£ «. a: 

1. Moksay:— 

Went to London, and from there to Chester. 
Slept at the Wlute Lion. 

2. Tuesday: — 
At Chester. 

Wm. Saunders lost on Little NeU 5 

Beregina And Merrywing .•.,... 7 

3. "Wednbsday:— 
At Chester. 

Wm. Saunders lost on Chicken and Crabstick 15 6 

And recelTed from Topham for Chicken's stake » •••• 

Jfetumed to Stafford, then on by fly with Cook. 

4. Thiibsdat.^ — 
At home. 

5. Fbeday: — 
At home. 

6. Satubdat: — 

Went to Lichfield for London with Mr. Cook. 

Paid Henry ,.,.....,.. ...♦ 14 O 

Michael 13 a 

Nailor 4 t) 

7. SlTNDAY:— 

Went to Stafford. 

8. Monday:— 

Went to Stafford to see Buxton and Bay— Diaed at the junction. 

9. TUBBDAY.-* 

At home. 

Paid BohertBcntley.... , , 2 7 6 

10. Wednesday: — 

Went with Jere to Hednesford. 

11. Thxjbsday:— 
WiUie's birth-day. 

Jere and George ]Bates here to dinner. ' 

Paid Pearson for oata ,^.^ .*....* 28 12 

Wm . for cheese r ...... ^ .. • 13 O 

for Nutt. 

12. Fmday:— 

Went with Jere to Hedhesford,' then on "wiih Wm. Haunders to Lichfield. 

13. Saturday : — 

Went with Cook to Hednesford to try Polestar. 

Paid for getting up potatoes »....•...«.••.. •• ll» 9 

Henry.... , 14 

Michael 12 

Charles ; 3 

14. SlTNDAY. — 

Went with Willie to church— Sacrament. 

15. Monday : — . • 
Sent Willie to school with T. Walkeden. 

Subpoenaed into County court. 

16. Tuesday:— 

Went by 3 train for Warwick.. . . 

Slept at WoQlpack^ ... 

17. Wednesday: — 
At Warwick. 

Betumed home by gig from Lichfield at J' p.' 9. 

18. Thursday :— ^ *^ 

Paid Hopley for bricks , 16 10 

Mr. ClarKe and Mason called to see the fosils. 

19. Friday:— 

Went with Mr. Cook to Hednesford' to tiy"Nan,*' and in coming home the 
horse tumbled down— Eliza went to Stone. 

20. Saturday:— 

Mr. Cook, Mr. and Mrs. Waikedm breaklMted here. 

Paid Henry .-. . . .v. . ... ..... . . . . . . . ...... ....... ...... . . . . . ... 14 

Michael ...... .-. . . . . . ... . .-. 1« 

Tom Pahner . . . . . . . . . ..•.-,... . .-. ... ...•.• ....•.♦.♦.•..•.•. ,•.•.%•..•. ....... 6 ~1^ 

21. Sunday:— 

Left for London by 30 p. 12 train. >. f 
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22. MoirDAT :— £ s. 4. 
Left Eastern Counties Station for Newmarket at 8 o'clock. 

Slept at Pettif s. 

23. Tuesday:— 
At Newmarket. 

24. Wednesday: — 
At Newmarket. 

Chicken won, beating Ld. Alfred and 15 others. 

25. Thubsday:— 
At Newmarket. 

26. Friday :— 

At Newmarket. 

Betumed to London with Geo. Whitehouse, to B. Buildings at i p. 10. 

27. Satubday: — 

Went to see Pratt, and paid him £250 on ace. of £2,000 bill. 
Betumed home at ^ p. 7. 

Paid Henry ; U 

Michael 12 

Charles 4 

28. Sunday:— 
At home. 

29. Monday: — 

Jere dined, then rode with me to Lichfield for "Worcester. 
Slept at tiie Bell hm. 

30. Tuesday:— 
At Worcester. 

Betumed home by fly from Lichfield at | p. 9. 

31. Wednesday: — 

At home with a bad cold. 

Jere dined. 

Charles and Henry brewed 14 bushels of malt. 

NOVEMBER. 

L THxrasDAY:— 

At home with, a had cold. 

2. F&ISAY: — 

At home with a bad cold. 

Charles and Henry brewed. 

£Uza ^<ad Barbara went to see the horsemanship, &c. 

3. Satubday: 

Went with Ben to Hednesford to see Chas. Marlow. 

Paid Henry->^. .^•,....>,, .......... ........^. 14 

Michael*,^, .,^*^....,^....>^,......,,......^-...*»*...-*-.....-.-^. .»#...*. 12 

Charles .^^^*..^^,... ..^..^ ..^. 056^ 

4. JSfeJN^AY :— . . 

At home. 

5. Monday: — 
At home. 

6. Tuesday:— 

Went to Xiyerpool with Qook, Jere, and Saunden. 

PaidSaunders ,... ^ 10 

Slept at the Stork. 

7. Wednesday: — 
At Liverpool. 

Saunders lost on Chicken 50 

Saunders lost on Staffordshire Nan 50 

8. Thithsday:— 
At Liverpool. 

Paid Wm. Saunders 20 

Betumed home by fly from Stafford. 

9. Friday:— 

Went to London by 12 m. b. 5 train. 
Slept at B. Buildings. 

10. Saturday: — 
Betumed home by B'ham. 

PaidHenry 14 

Michael 12 

Charles 4 

11. Sunday :— 
At home. 

Mr. H— A. preached farewell. 
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12. Monday:— £ s. d. 
At home. 

Jere dined. 

13. Tuesday:— 

Prove with Chcshii-e to Stafford, with George's poney for jShrewsbury, 
Betumed home at night with Wm. Saunders. 

14. "Wednesday: — 

Went to Colwich with George's poney for Shrewsbuiy. 
Slept at the Baven. , 

15. Thubsday:— 

Retd. home.with Cook and Hyatt, by fly from Stafford. 

16. Friday:— 

Cook and Jere dined here. 

17. Saturday: — 
Cook ill in bed. 
Dined with Jere. 

PaidHenry U 

Michael : 12 

Harriman ', i ....... i 18 

18. Sunday : — 
At home. 
Cook ill in bed. 

19. Monday: — 

Went to London to nay Pratt 700 

Betumed home by ny from Stafford. 

Sat up with Cook all night. ^ 

20. Tuesday:— 
Attending on Cook all day. 
Dined at the yard. 

Up with Cook all night. 

21. Wednesday: — 

I 1 J I Cook died at 1 o'clock this morning. 
Jere and Wm. Saunders dined. 
Sent Bright a 3 months' bill. 

22. Thursday:— 

pAid Spilsbury for hay for Wm. Saunders 32 19 9 

-4'-— Spilsbury for my hay •••• 13 2 6 

Burnett for Spirits 13 13 

23. Friday:— 

Oook'g Mends and Jones came, and I dined with them at Masters'. 

24|,(^TURDAY :— 

^ "'Went to Lichfield for London, and returned home at ^ p. 7. 
Mr. Stevens came at J p. 7. 

PaidHarriman •..........,.•„**•...>.•,....,•,,,.. IS 

Henry..., .....•.>»*.•..»»..*....,,,,...•,.... 14 

- — Michael ..•.,.*••.,,••.,•»>...♦ 12 

jOharles 8 

25. Sunday:— 

At church — ^Hamilton preached. 
Dined, yard. 

26. Monday: — 

Attended a P. M. examination on poor Cook, with Drs. Hailand, Mr. Bamford, 
Newton, and a Mr. Deyonshire^ 
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